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KOREA 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY 


100 SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 


Editor’s Note 


The 20th century left unprecedented marks in the history of 
mankind. Korea, too, witnessed events of great significance in this 
century. It experienced the humiliation of national ruin, fought 
two bloody wars, and has experienced national division for more 
than half a century. The country, once eclipsed in the 20th centu- 
ry, is now demonstrating itself as the country of Juche, the country 
of Chollima, and its socialism, centred on the masses, is making a 
victorious advance. But, it has undergone many vicissitudes and 
trying experiences. 

This book deals with some of the significant events that took 
place in Korea in the 20th century. The events treated in this book 
are not necessarily correlated with one another. It is compiled in a 
way different from other books on history, and we hope that this 
book will help readers have a better understanding of Korea. 
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TRAGEDIES WROUGHT BY 
WORSHIP OF BIG COUNTRIES 


THE EVE OF THE 20TH CENTURY 


The tragedy of Korea’s suffering started on the eve of the 20th cen- 
tury. The following are some of the significant events from this period. 


The Reformist Revolution in 1884 


The incipient bourgeois reformist idea in Korea, which reflect- 
ed the budding development of capitalist relations, began to 
spread before and after the 1860s. In the early 1870s a reformist 
group centred on Kim Ok Kyun (1851-1894) came to form a new 
political force and united the masses behind “Loyalty-and- 
Uprightness Society”, a secret organization it had organized. 

The reformist activities of this group were aimed at protecting 
the country from aggression by foreign forces, safeguarding the 
nation’s sovereignty, transforming the feudal system and ensuring 
the modern development of the country. 

At the outset, the group attempted to promote the bourgeois 
reformist movement by reforming the feudal government. As their 
attempt was resisted by reactionary forces inside and outside Korea, 
the group decided to stage a coup. They worked out a plan to over- 
throw the conservative reactionary government by making the most 
of the disagreement between China and Japan with regard to the 
issue of Korea. The coup took place on December 4, 1884, the year 
of Kapsin in the Korean calendar, beginning with the punishment of 
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The Reformist Group members 
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conservative bureaucrats on the occasion of a party thrown in honour 
of the completion of the building of the Post Office. 

On December 5, the day after the overthrow of the conserva- 
tive government, the reformist group announced the composi- 
tion of the new government and, on the following day, pub- 
lished the 14-point political programme of the new government. 
The programme called for the transformation of the feudal sys- 


ing of the Post 
Office 


tem into a capitalist one in all sectors, including politics, the 
economy, culture and the military. 

As the reform process was gathering momentum, the Chinese 
army, in collusion with the remnants of the conservative faction, 
made a sudden attack on the reformist government. The Japanese 
forces that had been guarding the Royal Palace on a temporary basis 
withdrew, reneging on a promise they had made. The reformists, 
despite limited forces of their own, put up strong resistance, but were 
finally overwhelmed by the superior enemy. Consequently, the 
reformist government was ousted after only three days. 

Kim Ok Kyun was assassinated in Shanghai in 1894. The reac- 
tionary conservatives brought his corpse to Seoul and decapitated it. 

This first bourgeois reformist movement ushered in a new era 
characterized by the bourgeois national movement in Korea. 


The Sino-Japanese War 


In the final years of the 19th century, the imperialist powers’ 
contest for Korea became more intense. The Korean people’s 
struggle against imperialist aggression and misgovernment by the 
feudal rulers developed into a peasant war under the command of 
Jon Pong Jun in 1894. 

As the peasant forces’ struggle rapidly expanded into several 


A cartoon drawn in 
those days on_ the 
attempt of Japan, Rus- 
sia and Qing to con- 
quer Korea 


regions, the feudal government asked the Chinese Qing Dynasty for its 
troops. Taking advantage of the opportunity created by Qing’s dis- 
patch of its troops, Japan, which had made preparations for a war with 
Qing to ensure exclusive domination of Korea, dispatched its troops to 
Korea under the pretext of “‘protecting” its community there. On July 
25, 1894, it attacked the Qing force by surprise, provoking a war. 

Qing suffered one defeat after another in the area around 
Pyongyang, on the West Sea of Korea and in Liaodong, Liaoxi 
and Shandong in China. The war ended with the signing of the 
Shimonoseki Treaty in April 1895. 


The Japanese 
troops landing 
on Inchon for 
war against Qing 


In this way Japan drove the Qing force out of Korea and took a 
dominant position in Korea. 

The peasant revolt was suppressed by the repeated attacks of 
the Japanese army. 


The Ulmi Incident 


With the intensification of aggressive manoeuvres by the 
imperialist powers, the rulers of the Ri Dynasty aligned them- 
selves with the foreign forces. After the Sino-Japanese War, the 
faction led by the King and Queen Min, which had maintained 
power with the help of the Qing Dynasty, began to rely on Russia, 
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Queen Min and her bedroom in Okho Pavilion 


which had established itself as Japan’s rival. 

This development encouraged the pro-Russian force to gain the 
upper hand in the government, oppressing the pro-Japanese force. The 
pro-Russian grouping maintained close relations with the Russian 
minister resident in Korea so as to counter the aggression by Japan. 

In an attempt to murder Queen Min, the wirepuller of the pro- 
Russian faction, hundreds of Japanese mercenaries, including the 
18th battalion of the reserve force of the Japanese garrison, the 
police force of the Foreign Ministry and civilian intelligence 


The Japanese 
Legation in Seoul 
at the foot of Mt. 
Nam, a den of 
plotters, and min- 
ister resident in 
Korea, Miura, 
who mastermind- 
ed the assassina- 
tion of Queen Min 


corps, led by the Japanese minister resident in Korea and a former 
warlord, Miura, raided the Royal Palace on October 8, 1895 (the 
year of Ulmi), and threatened the King at gunpoint. Meanwhile, 
they intruded into the Queen’s bedroom and killed ladies of the 
court at random. Having found Queen Min hiding in a corner of 
the room, they dragged her out and slashed her repeatedly with a 
long sword. They burned the still-breathing Queen to death in a 
forest nearby and threw her remains into a pond. 


The “Chunsaengmun Incident” and the “Royal 
Moving to the Russian Legation” 


Amidst the imperialist contest for concessions in Korea, an 
attempt to raid the Royal Palace of Korea (the Chunsaengmun 
incident) was made by US soldiers in November 1895. 

Aiming to abduct the King and take him to the US Legation 
in Seoul so that a pro-US cabinet 
could be installed, 100 US 
marines, a 40-man US commando 
unit and hundreds of Korean royal 
guards trained by Denny, an Amer- 
ican, started their attack on 
November 27. Discovering the plot 
beforehand, the Korean govern- 
ment strengthened defences around 
the palace and won back the Kore- 
an royal guards, who were partici- 
pating in the raid only as a result 
of deception and duress. The attack 
was thus frustrated. 

Taking advantage of the anti-Japanese and anti-US sentiment, 
running high after the murder of Queen Min and the “Chunsaeng- 
mun incident”, Czarist Russia, which had long cherished the ambi- 


Kojong (1852-1919), the 26th 
king of Ri Dynasty 


tion to invade Korea, plotted to set up a pro-Russian cabinet in the 
country. 

K. I. Veber, the Russian minister to Korea, brought the Rus- 
sian marines stationed in Inchon to Seoul and under their support 
forced the King and Crown Prince to move to the Russian Lega- 
tion on February 11, 1896. 

After the incident, Russia encouraged the pro-Russian faction 
to form a new “cabinet” and manipulated it to win concessions in 
several sectors, such as mining and forestry, in several regions of 
Korea. The Russians also seized control of the financial and mili- 


The Japanese army 
intimidating the Rus- 
sian Legation with 
force of arms 


tary affairs of the government. 

These events greatly irritated Japan. 

Under pressure from the people and their struggle against Rus- 
sia’s interference in the internal affairs of Korea, the King 
returned to the Royal Palace on February 20, 1897. 


THE FIRST WAR IN THE 20TH CENTURY 
The 20th century began in Asia with Japan’s military aggres- 


sion on Korea. 
The first war of the century was the Russo-Japanese War 
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unleashed by Japan in 1904 to seize control over Korea and 
Manchuria. 

Having made preparations for a war to place Korea under its 
influence, Japan surprised the Russian fleet on February 8, 
1904, marking the start of the war between the two powers. 
Having secured the command of the Korean Strait and the West 
Sea of Korea by a surprise attack, Japan expanded the war using 
Korea as a bridgehead. Japan forced the Korean government to 
sign the “Japan-Korea Protocol” on February 23 and the “Japan- 
Korea Agreement” on August 22. With these documents as a 
pretext for its military presence, Japan began the process of 
realizing direct rule over Korea. 

With regard to the unlawfulness of the documents, King 
Kojong sent a telegram to the Russian and French governments on 
July 24, 1905, in which he explained that he was actually under 
siege and the government of the country was utterly powerless. He 
exposed the fact that “the international treaty and the treaties on 
concessions negotiated between Korea and Japan following the 
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War” had all been concluded 
without his “involvement or knowledge”. (Diplomatic Documents 
of Japan, Vol. 38, Part 1, pub. 1958, p. 661.) 

Winning one victory after another in the war, the Japanese 


| The Japanese 
troops passing 
through Tae- 
dong County 
in the suburbs 


of Pyongyang 


army took the supposedly impregnable Russian base at Port 
Arthur (Lushun) in January 1905, suffering heavy casualties in the 
process. On March 10, they routed the Russian ground forces in 
the suburbs of Shenyang. On the two days of the 27th and 28th of 
May, they sunk or destroyed 13 Russian ships and captured one 
ship in the Korean Strait, and destroyed the Baltic Fleet. 

The war imposed indescribable suffering on the Korean people. 

The Japanese imperialists plundered the land of Korean peas- 
ants under the name of “land for military use” and mobilized them 
to lay military railways, carry military supplies and for other pur- 
poses. During the war, hundreds of thousands of Koreans were 


The Japanese imperial- 
ists imposing the burden 
of Russo-Japanese War 

upon the Korean people 


worked like draughthorses or killed by the Japanese soldiers. 

In the days after July 1905, the military situation developed 
unfavourably for Japan. Russia assembled a 400,000-strong force 
in the Harbin area, making preparations for a massive southward 
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offensive. A weakened Japan faced a potentially fatal blow. 

At this moment the United States extended a helping hand to 
it. It was essential for the United States to check Japan’s south- 
ward advance (to the southeast Asian region); only then could it 
ensure the safety of the Philippines, its colony. 

As a result, on July 29, a secret agreement was concluded 
between the United States and Japan, in which Japan’s control 
over Korea and the US colonization of the Philippines were recog- 
nized by each other. This was the so-called Taft-Katsura Agree- 
ment, discovered in the private documents of Theodore Roosevelt 
20 years after its signing and subsequently made public. 

Through the pro-Japanese “good offices” of US President Roo- 
sevelt, the Russo-Japanese War ended on September 5, 1905, with the 
signing of the Portsmouth Peace Treaty in Britain, and Japan’s “pro- 
tection” of Korea was recognized. Article 2 of the “treaty” declared 
that the Imperial Government of Russia recognized that Japan had spe- 
cial political, military and economic interests in Korea and that it 
would not hinder or interfere with the government of Japan as it under- 
took guiding, protective and supervisory measures which it deemed 
necessary in Korea. (Chronicles of King Kojong, Vol. 46, dated 
September 5, the ninth year of Kwangmu.) 


THE “ULSA FIVE-POINT TREATY” 


Having driven the Chinese and Russian forces out of Korea 
through the two wars, Japan immediately set about establishing colo- 
nial control over Korea. It tried to realize its aim by means of a treaty. 

The Japanese forces that had been thrown into the Russo- 
Japanese War in 1905 were brought to Seoul and deployed in 
every corner of the city. They surrounded the Royal Palace with a 
triple ring. In this terrifying atmosphere, Ito Hirobumi, “special 
envoy” of the Japanese “Emperor”, came to Seoul, bringing with 
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him a draft of the “treaty”. King Kojong and his ministers were 
forced to accede to it. Even though the king and many ministers 
opposed the “treaty” despite intimidation, blackmail and appease- 
ment, the “Japan-Korea Treaty” was concluded on November 17, 
1905 (the year of Ulsa) after Ito’s intervention. 


Ito Hirobumi and _ General 
Hasegawa on their way to the 
Korean Royal Palace to force 
the signing of the “Ulsa Five- 


Nishiyotsuji Kogyo, one of Ito’s men, described the proceed- 
ings of that day as follows: 

“On the 17th Marquis Ito and General Hasegawa were impa- 
tiently waiting for good news. Unable to wait any longer, they 
entered the conference hall accompanied by a number of police 
officers, including their commander. Ignoring minister plenipoten- 
tiary Hayashi, Ito began an intelligence test for the Korean cabinet 
ministers. He said, with a pencil in his mouth, ‘This matter will 
not be settled even if you deliberate and consider. I’ll ask you one 
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by one and you must give me your clear answer whether you are 
for or against the treaty. First, Prime Minister....’ 

“Prime Minister Han Kyu Sol said he was absolutely opposed to 
it.... Han began to wail aloud, but he was dragged to another room. 

“Ito spoke aloud, staring at the other ministers, ‘If he persists 
in his stubbornness, he shall die.’ 

“Even when the treaty was ready to be signed, the Prime Min- 
ister did not appear. When someone questioned this, Ito muttered, 
‘He shall die!’ but he remained unperturbed.” (Secret Anecdotes of 
Diplomacy of the Last Days of Old Korea, Nishiyotsuji Kogyo.) 

The “Ulsa Five-Point Treaty”, unilaterally drafted and made 
public by Japan, reads as follows: 

“Article 1. The Government of Japan, through its Foreign Min- 
istry in Tokyo, shall supervise and command in the future Korea’s 
relations and affairs with other countries and the diplomatic repre- 
sentative of Japan and its consul shall protect the officials and 
people of Korea and their interests in other countries. 

“Article 2. The Government of Japan shall assume full 
responsibility for the execution of the existing treaties between 
Korea and other countries, and the Government of Korea 
promises not to enter into any treaties or promises of an interna- 
tional character henceforth without the mediation of the 
Government of Japan. 

“Article 3. The Government of Japan shall keep as its representa- 
tive a resident-general under the Emperor of Korea, who will reside 
in Seoul solely to manage the affairs related with diplomacy. He 
shall enjoy the right to meet the Emperor of Korea in person. The 
Government of Japan also has the right to keep councillors at all 
treaty ports in Korea and other regions deemed necessary by the 
Government of Japan. The councillors under the command of the 
resident-general shall exercise all the authorities of the Japanese con- 
sul to Korea and at the same time deal on their behalf with all busi- 
ness necessary for executing the provisions stipulated in this treaty. 
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Original text of the “Ulsa Five-Point 
Treaty” bearing only the seals of 
Korean foreign minister and _ the 
Japanese minister resident in Korea, 
yet without the signature of either 
King Kojong or Japanese Emperor 
and the Seal of the State 
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“Article 4. All the treaties and promises existing between 
Japan and Korea shall continue to take effect, with the exception 
of those that are contradictory to the provisions of this treaty. 

“Article 5. The Government of Japan shall guarantee the safety 
and status of the Royal family of Korea.” 

Though it was made public by Japan arbitrarily, the “treaty” 
was an unlawful document that had not been approved and signed 
by the sovereign of Korea nor stamped with the Seal of the State. 

King Kojong proclaimed the invalidity of the “treaty” and 
issued a secret directive to conduct an anti-Japanese Righteous 
Volunteers movement. 

In 1963 the International Law Commission of the United Nations 
made it clear that among a large number of international treaties 
there were four treaties that had been invalid from the time of their 
conclusion, one of them being the “Ulsa Five-Point Treaty”. 

By invoking this “treaty”, Japan deprived Korea of its rights to 
diplomacy and control of internal affairs and imposed the rule of 
its resident-general. In this way Korea became a colony of Japan 
on the threshold of the 20th century. 
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The Korean children drafted for The Japanese imperialists 
“labour services” enforced the “Labour Draft Act’’. 


Korean patriots put behind bars Korean sex slaves of the Japanese army 


THE INDIGNATION OF THE 
HOMELESS PEOPLE 


THE ANTI-JAPANESE RIGHTEOUS 
VOLUNTEERS MOVEMENT 


The anti-Japanese Righteous Volunteers movement erupted in 
response to the intensified aggressive manoeuvres of Japan after 
the Sino-Japanese War and the Kabo Peasant War. 

The events that provoked it were the murder of Queen Min by 
the Japanese imperialists in 1895 and the publication and forced 
execution of the order that “Koreans should wear their hair 
cropped.” This seriously infringed upon the sovereignty of Korea 
and attacked the dignity of its people. 

People of various social standings, including Confucian schol- 
ars, participated in this movement. 

In the days after March 1896 the movement expanded across 
the country, gaining momentum. The Righteous Volunteers unit in 
Chungchong Province, under the command of Ryu Rin Sok, a 
famous Confucian scholar, routed the Japanese forces at the 
walled town of Chungju and occupied it for nearly one month, 
frustrating successive enemy attacks. 

The early strength of the anti-Japanese movement gradually 
faded owing to the irresolute attitude of the Confucian scholars 
entrenched in the upper echelons of the movement. 

After the struggle stopped halfway, the people, under anti- 
aggression and anti-feudal slogans, continued armed struggle. 
One such group was Hwalbindang (a group that provides a good 
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life to the poor), which pursued a new form of peasant revolt. 

The anti-Japanese Righteous Volunteers movement was re- 
launched when the Japanese scheme to occupy Korea became 
more undisguised in the days before and after the Russo-Japanese 
War. 

Stationing its troops in Korea after the outbreak of the war, 
Japan openly attempted to occupy Korea. 

The policy of kowtowing pursued by the incompetent feudal 
Tulers and the acts of the traitors to the nation like the members of 
the pro-Japanese Iljin Association aroused indignation from the 
patriotic people. 

The “Ulsa Five-Point Treaty” of November 1905 further incit- 
ed the movement. 

During the first half of 1906, the movement spread like wild- 
fire across a wide area covering more than 60 counties in Phyong- 
an, Hamgyong, Kangwon, Kyonggi, Chungchong, Jolla and 
Kyongsang provinces. 

Using the “emissary incident at The Hague” as an excuse, the 

see, Japanese imperialists forced King Kojong 
to abdicate and fabricated the “Korea-Japan 
Treaty” (Jongmi Seven-Point Treaty) to 
step up their aggressive schemes. They 
| even disbanded the Korean army. 

Gaining momentum from _ these 
events, the anti-Japanese Righteous Vol- 
unteers movement escalated across the 
country in the days after August 1907. 

Sf . Because of their class limitations, a 
Hong Pom Do, large number of commanding personnel 
Commander of a Righ- of Confucian scholar origin broke with 
teous Volunteers unit the fighting ranks. Meanwhile, comman- 
ders of commoner origin, like Hong Pom Do and Sin Tol Sok, 
appeared and their armed units began to fight battles. This fur- 


16 


thered the character of steadfastness of the movement. 

The Righteous Volunteers units, involving mainly peasants, 
were reinforced with workers—a new social stratum—young peo- 
ple, students, former soldiers and hunters in the northern region. 
This enhanced their combat capability. 


The Righ- 
teous Volun- 
teers under 
the banner of 
anti- Japanese 
struggle for 
national  sal- 
vation 


Despite the frantic “punitive” operations of the Japanese army, 
the volunteers inflicted heavy blows on them. In the course of 1908, 
1,451 battles were fought with the participation of 69,800 volunteers. 
From August 1907 to the end of 1909 the movement conducted 
activities in every part of the country, from the areas on the 
Amnok River in the north to the south coast. 


Commanders of Righ- 
teous Volunteers units 
in the Honam area, 
who put up resistance 
to the punitive opera- 
tions of the Japanese 
army until they were 
captured 


The anti-Japanese Righteous Volunteers movement raged for a 
long time, dealing a heavy blow to the Japanese imperialist 
aggressors and demonstrating the anti-Japanese patriotic spirit of 
the Korean nation. 
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However, entering the 1910s the volunteers units could not 
withstand the Japanese imperialist offensives owing to the lack of 
organization, their weakness with regard to tactics and strategy 
and their inferior weaponry, and their struggle ended in failure. 

The movement later switched to the Independence Army 
movement. 


THE PATRIOTIC CULTURAL MOVEMENT 


By the efforts of patriotic intellectuals enlightened by modern 
ideas, a patriotic cultural movement was conducted in Korea for 
about half a century from the late 19th to the early 20th century. 


Martyr Sin Chae Ho (1880- 
1936) who wrote many arti- 
cles on history, literature and 
many other fields as part of 
his enlightenment campaign, 
before dying at Lushun 
prison 


Performed through mass media, national education, study of 
national literature and literary and artistic activities, the movement 
was aimed at inculcating the anti-Japanese patriotic spirit and 
national awareness among the masses and propagating modern 
knowledge among them. 

The campaigners first formed patriotic political and cultural 


organizations and conducted enlightenment of the masses through 
them. 

In July 1896 the Independence Association, the first modern 
political organization, was formed, followed by the Joint Develop- 
ment Association and others. In March 1906 the Self-Cultivation 
Association of Korea appeared, succeeding the Association for the 
Study of Constitutionalism, which had been disbanded. This orga- 
nization conducted political and cultural enlightenment among the 
masses and laid bare the crimes of the Japanese imperialists and 
their collaborators by means of mass media and public lectures. 
The Korean Association, New People’s Association and several 
other organizations were later formed for the cultural enlighten- 
ment movement. 

The Japanese imperialists issued an order in January 1905 
restricting association and assembly, depriving the Korean people 
of their political freedom. As a result many academic organiza- 
tions such as the Northwest Academic Association were formed, 
describing themselves as cultural enlightenment organizations, not 
political ones. They aimed at channelling efforts toward political, 
educational and industrial development in order to lay the founda- 
tions for the country’s independence and the restoration of its 
sovereignty. 

The campaigners of the cultural movement paid close attention 
to the mass media. 

Jang Ji Yon, Sin Chae Ho, Ju Si Gyong and other patriotic 
intellectuals published several newspapers and periodicals like 
Hwangsong Sinmun and Joyangbo. Also published were many 
patriotic enlightenment books and literary works. For their con- 
tents that exposed the crimes of the Japanese imperialists and their 
collaborators, enhanced the patriotic spirit and provided knowl- 
edge for the modernization of the country, the books, newspapers 
and periodicals rendered a significant contribution to enlightening 
the masses. 
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Setting anti-Japanese national education as a basic method for 
restoring the sovereignty of the country and developing it, the 
patriotic intellectuals set up private schools and night schools 
across the country. They also transformed outdated village schools 
into modern educational institutions. At the height of the move- 
ment to establish private schools, the schools of various names 
numbered 4,000-5,000. Among them, the Taesong School in 
Pyongyang, Yangsan School in Anak and Osan School in Jongju 
were famous for having produced many renowned patriots. 


friveertt een) 
mane p3dd b+e 

dibd bah Od 
VW+BReRERoOH 


ded bay Beans O40 


i 


Piet Anat gy eet AvhaSe 

cama. g rey 
eABLARE BOGDE SERRE OBIS [SER rn nnre 
Hee ee tee oore | 
ren 


? 
: 
4 


Magazines published in Korea in those days to pump stimulus into 
the mettle and patriotic spirit of the Korean nation 


The campaigners of the movement thought that the history of 
Korea could also play an important role in heightening national 
awareness and spiritual self-cultivation among the people for the 
restoration of the country’s sovereignty. In their effort to promote 
the study of the nation’s history, they wrote and published many 
history books and biographies of renowned generals such as Con- 
densed History and Biography of General Ulji Mundok. 
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Bearing in mind that developing the Korean language, writ- 
ten and spoken, was one of their most important tasks, the intel- 
lectuals paid great attention to studying the superiority of their 
mother tongue and propagating it. Patriotic linguists wrote 
many articles and books on the Korean language like Dictionary 
of Korean. 

In addition, the campaigners of the patriotic cultural movement 
conducted the enlightenment movement through their activities in 
order to protect and develop the national economy and pay back 
the national loan. 

The movement thus contributed to some degree to inspiring 
the Korean people’s anti-Japanese patriotic spirit and national 
awareness, cultivating modern ideas and knowledge among them, 
and enlisting them in the struggle to achieve the country’s devel- 
opment on a modern footing and win back its sovereignty. 

However, owing to the limitations of the bourgeois intellectu- 
als, the leading force in the movement, it could not develop 
beyond the boundary of enlightenment, nor could it enlist the 
masses to the practical struggle to achieve the modernization of 
the country and win back its lost sovereignty. 


THE MOVEMENT TO PAY BACK 
THE NATIONAL DEBT 


After the fabrication of the “Ulsa Five-Point Treaty” the 
Japanese imperialists forced the feudal government of the Ri 
Dynasty to take a “loan” of 3 million yen from Japan in 1905. In 
March 1906 resident-general Ito Hirobumi induced the pro-Japanese 
puppet regime to take another loan, this time 10 million yen, from 
Japan, to cover the expense of Japan’s colonial rule of Korea. 

Thus, Korea became heavily indebted to Japan. 

A movement was initiated to pay back the national debt with 
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the thought that the method for winning back the country’s 
sovereignty lay in paying back the debt. 

The movement was kicked off by the organization of a no- 
smoking society in February 1907 by patriotic-minded people in 
Taegu. They intended to stop smoking in order to pay back the 
national debt with the money they saved. 

In order to conduct the movement more positively, patriotic 
intellectuals organized the Association for the Repayment of the 
National Debt in Seoul on February 22, 1907. Following this, sev- 
eral organizations like the Association for the Realization of the 
Repayment of the National Debt, Association of Like-Minded 
People for the Repayment of the National Debt, Association of 
Supporters of the Repayment of the National Debt and Women’s 
Association for the Repayment of the National Debt were formed 
in various places for fund-raising. 

With the expansion of the movement on a nationwide scale, 
patriotic intellectuals organized the Federation for Repayment of 
the National Debt in Seoul in April 1907 involving the representa- 
tives of various organizations. The federation aimed at performing 
the movement in a unified way. 

People of all social standings took part in the movement, and 
even those living abroad responded to it. Workers donated what 
they had earned penny by penny and peasants sold their provisions 
to raise money. Men formed no-smoking societies and women 
decreased the number and quantity of dishes for their families. 
They even donated personal valuables like rings, trinketry and 
ornamental hairpins and knives. 

Money thus raised amounted to millions of yen. 

As the anti-Japanese feeling ran high among the people of var- 
ious social strata, with this movement as momentum, the Japanese 
imperialist aggressors arrested the chairman of the Federation for 
Repayment of the National Debt in August 1908, and suppressed 
the movement by artifice. 
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The movement could not achieve its objective owing to 
Japanese suppression and the traitorous conduct of the pro- 
Japanese puppet government. 

Since the Japanese imperialists were the de facto ruler of 
Korea in those days, the country’s sovereignty could not be won 
back, even if the national debt was paid off. 


THE “EMISSARY INCIDENT AT THE HAGUE” 


In June 1907 the Second International Peace Conference was 
held at The Hague, the Netherlands. 

King Kojong of Korea, harbouring an illusion about this interna- 
tional meeting, planned to send his emissaries there to expose the inva- 
lidity of the Ulsa Five-Point Treaty and win the support of the interna- 
tional community so as to restore the sovereignty of the country. 


King Kojong’s 
emissaries _ Ri 
Sang Sol, Ri Jun 
and Ri Wi Jong 
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Thus, Ri Jun (former attomey at the High Court), Ri Sang Sol 
(former official at the Vice-Premier’s Office) and Ri Wi Jong (for- 
mer secretary at the Korean Legation to Russia) went to The 
Hague in June 1907, carrying with them a secret letter written by 
the King. 

Their request to participate in the conference was turned down 
as a result of an imperialist conspiracy. In collaboration with the 
representatives of the United States and Britain and by invoking 
the “Ulsa Five-Point Treaty”, the Japanese delegate claimed that 
they could not be recognized as delegates of Korea, and put every 
possible obstacle in the way of their activities. 

In these circumstances the emissaries used all means possible 
to expose the Japanese manoeuvres to occupy Korea. Making 
appearances at the International Association of Journalists in The 
Hague and contributing articles to the publications, they laid bare 
the criminal acts of aggression perpetrated by the Japanese imperi- 
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The hall of the Second International An article of the London 

Peace Conference News, dated August 17, 
1907, about the emissary 
incident at The Hague 
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alists in Korea and asked for worldwide support for the Korean 
people’s effort to restore their sovereignty. 

Thrown into bewilderment, the Japanese delegate tried viciously 
to check their activities, deriding the fair world’s opinion. 

In resistance to the moves of Japan and the imperialist powers, 
its collaborators, Ri Jun disemboweled himself. 

After this incident the Japanese imperialists forced King 
Kojong to abdicate and intensified its colonial rule of Korea. 

The incident taught the lesson that the independence of the 
country could not be won back by appealing to foreign forces. 


THE ANTI-JAPANESE REVOLT OF 
THE SOLDIERS OF THE KOREAN ARMY 


In August 1907 Korean soldiers rose in armed revolt in Seoul, 
Wonju and Kanghwa Island against the forced disbandment of the 
Korean army by the Japanese imperialists. 

In order to disband the Korean army units in Seoul, the 
Japanese imperialists ordered the soldiers to gather at a training 
ground on August | on the pretext of “gymnastics exercise”. 

Sensing their intention, the soldiers of the Ist Battalion of the 
Ist Regiment and Ist Battalion of the 2nd Regiment of the Royal 


Ranks of the 
Korean Army 
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Guard refused to obey the order. Upon receiving an order from 
Hasegawa, commander of the Japanese forces, to participate in a 
meeting of the commanding officers of units to be held in his 
house on the morning of that day, Major Pak Song Hwan, com- 
mander of the 1st Battalion of the 1st Regiment, sent the comman- 
der of a company to the meeting in his place and remained in the 
barracks feigning illness. Unable to suppress his indignation at the 
disbandment of the Korean army, he killed himself. His suicide 
ignited an armed revolt by the soldiers. 

Under the command of Lieutenant Nam Sang Dok of the Ist 
Battalion, 1st Regiment, the soldiers raided the ordnance store and 
armed themselves. They killed the Japanese instructors and 
formed ranks. Fighting a gun battle with the Japanese soldiers, 
who were besieging their barracks, they broke through the gate of 
the barracks and moved to the streets. They were reinforced by the 
soldiers of the neighbouring 1st and 2nd battalions of the 2nd regi- 
ment who also rose in revolt. The soldiers fought fierce street bat- 
tles. 

The fighting became heavier on August 2. 

The Japanese soldiers mounted cannons and machine-guns on 
the ramparts near the Namdae and Soso gates to prevent the rebels 
from breaking through the gates. Workers, youth, students and 
even housewives in Seoul rendered assistance to the revolters. 
Encouraged by this support, they brought the two gates under their 
control after heavy battles. Breaking through the gates, they 
regrouped and joined the anti-Japanese Righteous Volunteers 
units. 

Following the revolt in Seoul, the soldiers of the units sta- 
tioned in Wonju rose in revolt on August 5. Again the local people 
gave active support. The number of revolters reached 1,000. 
Under the command of Min Kung Ho they raided the arms depot 
and captured 1,600 rifles and 40,000 rounds of ammunition. They 
destroyed the post office, county office, police substation and the 
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houses of Japanese and killed the Japanese aggressors and their 
collaborators. They brought the county town under their control. 
On August 9 the soldiers on Kanghwa Island, rising in revolt, 
raided the ordnance store and took 600 rifles, arming themselves 
and the local people who were following them. They attacked the 
police substation and executed the policemen. They then rushed to 
the county office and killed the county magistrate, head of the 
local branch of the pro-Japanese Ijin Association, seizing control 
of the island. Later the revolters joined the Righteous Volunteers. 


AN JUNG GUN SHOOTS ITO HIROBUMI 
TO DEATH 


In October 1909 Ito Hirobumi, the mastermind of Japan’s 
occupation of Korea, was to meet the Czarist Russian Minister of 
Finance in Harbin to negotiate the Manchurian issue and Japan’s 
annexation of Korea. 

Enraged at this, An Jung Gun and his hot-blooded colleagues 
left Vladivostok on October 19 with a plan to assassinate him. An 
Jung Gun sent his colleagues to the railway stations between 
Changchun and Harbin and he himself went to Harbin. 

On the morning of October 26, the special train carrying Ito 
arrived at Harbin railway station. Stepping through the cordon onto 


Ito received by the 
Russian finance 
minister at the Harbin 
railway station 
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An Jung Gun under arrest following his 
assassination of Ito 


An Jung Gun leaving his verbal will to his 
two younger brothers, and his writing “The 
most beautiful country”, written before his 
execution 


the platform, An shot at Ito, who was reviewing the Russian guard of 
honour, killing him on the spot. He then shouted, “Long live Korea’s 
independence!” several times, making the aggressors shudder. 

He was arrested and thrown into Lushun prison. But he did not 
yield; he wrote “The most beautiful country” on a scroll of paper 
and pasted it onto the wall of his cell, furthering his patriotic spir- 
it. At the court he exposed the crimes of Ito in 15 articles. 

An was hanged in Lushun prison on March 26, 1910. 

The patriotic martyr An Jung Gun was born in 1879 in Haeju, 
South Hwanghae Province. From his childhood he had a strong 
sense of justice and was noted for his generosity. He studied mili- 
tary science from his teens and sold some of his property to obtain 
various weapons. He then organized the Hyanggun Society 
involving local children and gave them military training in secret. 
Keeping close contact with patriotic intellectuals, he took part in 
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the patriotic cultural movement and the campaign to pay back the 
loan Korea had received from Japan. In the days after August 
1907 he took up arms and joined the Righteous Volunteers. Going 
to the Maritime Territory of Siberia at the end of that year, he 
formed the Tanji Union and channelled his effort to training vol- 
unteers. In June 1909 he led a unit in an attack on the Japanese 
forces in the northern border area of Korea. 

Failing to realize his aim and unable to find an effective fight- 
ing method, he resorted to terrorism to kill figures active in the 
occupation of Korea. 

The assassination of Ito Hirobumi, a patriotic deed, fanned the 
anti-Japanese patriotic spirit of the Korean people. Following his 
example, in September 1919, 64-year-old martyr Kang U Gyu 
(1855-1920) threw a bomb at Saito Makoto, the then Japanese 
governor-general in Korea. In 1932 Ri Pong Chang (1900-1932) 
and Yun Pong Gil (1908-1932) undertook bomb attacks against 
key Japanese figures in Tokyo and Shanghai respectively. 


THE JAPANESE CONFISCATION 
OF KOREAN LAND 


During their occupation of Korea, the Japanese imperialists 
pursued a policy of confiscating large areas of land, the basic 
means of production of the Korean peasants, who represented the 
overwhelming majority of the Korean population. 

In 1908 the Japanese imperialists organized a state monopoly 
called the Oriental Development Stock Company, which was 
managed by figures from military, political and financial circles 
and headquartered in Seoul, with ten branch offices placed 
throughout Korea. This company robbed Korean peasants of their 
land by various rapacious and fraudulent methods and leased it to 
tenants, whom its branch offices exploited on the basis of the feu- 
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The building of 
“Oriental Develop- 
ment hipaa Com- 


dal tenancy system. The land controlled by this company amount- 
ed to around 210,000 hectares at the time of the defeat of Japanese 
imperialism in 1945. According to the conservative figures issued 
by the Japanese imperialists, the farm rents paid by Korean peas- 
ants to this company in 1938 alone amounted to 493,389 sok of 
grain (one sok is roughly 144 kilogrammes), 70,295 kun of cotton 
(one kun is about 600 grammes), and 116,260 yen. In addition, 
this company accumulated a colossal amount of capital through a 
water tax levied by its irrigation company, through high-interest 
loans of fertilizer, farm implements and farming funds, and 
through usury holding land as security. 

The Oriental Development Stock Company also took posses- 
sion of major Korean factories and mines, plundering Korea’s 
mineral resources and exploiting the workers. 

In March 1910 the Japanese imperialists set up a “provisional 
land survey department” within the “Government-General in Korea” 
and passed the Land Survey Law in August of the same year and the 
Land Expropriation Act in April 1911. The Land Expropriation Act, 
made up of 29 articles in all, stipulated, “The land necessary for pub- 
lic interest shall be expropriated or used,” effectively giving them a 
free hand to plunder land. In August 1912 they again concocted the 
Land Survey Act to undertake “land survey” aimed at plundering 
land in Korea. The Land Survey Act stipulated that the landowners 
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The Japanese imperi- 
alists confiscating land 
from the Korean peas- 
ants on the plea of 
land survey 


should submit written reports on their land to the chief of the provi- 
sional land survey department, as required by the forms of landown- 
ership within the time set by the “Government-General in Korea”. 
The Japanese did not give timely notice to the Korean peasants of 
the complicated procedures for the submission of reports and, as the 
deadline expired, confiscated the peasants’ land. A number of other 
rapacious acts and laws were invoked by the Japanese to plunder fur- 
ther tracts of land. 

The land confiscated by the Japanese through their “land sur- 
vey” amounted to | million hectares. 

As a result, many Korean peasants were robbed of their land and 
were either reduced to tenants or compelled to leave the countryside. 

The Japanese imperialists, who had already seized forestry 
concessions on the banks of the Amnok and Tuman rivers, 
announced the Forestry Act in June 1911 and the Forests and 
Fields Survey Act in May 1918, whereby they conducted “survey” 
aimed to plunder all the forests of Korea. Therefore, out of the 
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The Japanese Scheme to Obliterate 
the Korean Language 


Early in the 1930s the Government-General in Korea issued the 
instruction to boost the use of Japanese coercively. It planned to do this by 
abusing their illegitimate authority. Entering the latter half of the 1930s, its 
attempts to realize this goal became more frantic, while stepping up prepa- 
rations for its aggressive move into the continent. As the first step, the 
Japanese imperialists set up the “Japanese short-course” at primary schools 
and short-course schools in 1938, and in May 1942, urged the “Korean 
Federation for the National Effort” to launch a nationwide campaign to use 
Japanese. They used mass media, literary works and music, too, as a means 
of disseminating Japanese. In schools, they prohibited the use of Korean, 
the mother tongue of the students, and forced them to speak Japanese, in an 
attempt to widen its use and speed up its propagation. In March 1938, they 
adopted the New Korean Education Decree to abolish education in Korean 
at schools and teach Japanese coercively. Worse still, they arrested, impris- 
oned or killed those who studied Korean, the mother tongue unique to 
Korea, and brought continuous pressure upon Tong-A Ilbo and Joson Ilbo, 
which had been published in Korean, by applying the Law on Newspapers, 
the Security Law and the Press Law, before banning their publication in 
August 1940. The Japanese imperialists’ scheme to exterminate the Korean 
language threatened the survival of Korean culture, suppressing it to an 
extent unprecedented in history. 


The Japanese made even the primary schoolteachers wear 
swords and enforced education in Japanese in schools. 
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total area of Korean forests of 16 million hectares, they took 13 
million hectares under the name of “state forests” and put the 
remaining 3 million hectares into the hands of individual Japanese 
or pro-Japanese Korean traitors. 


THE KOREAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


On March 23, 1917, when anti-Japanese sentiment was run- 
ning high, the Korean National Association, an anti-Japanese 
underground revolutionary organization, was organized in Hak- 
tang-gol, Pyongyang. 

It was the fruition of several years of preparation—training of the 
hard core and establishment of grassroot support—made by indepen- 
dence campaigners led by Kim II Sung’s father, Kim Hyong Jik. 

The members of the association who took part in the founding 
ceremony cut their fingers and wrote “Korea’s independence” and 
“Resolved to give our lives” with their blood. 

At the meeting, Kim Hyong Jik defined the name of the orga- 
nization, its type, its objective of struggle, and the tasks and meth- 
ods for its realization. 

The objective of the association was to win the country’s inde- 
pendence and establish a truly modern state through the united 
efforts of the Korean nation. 

This secret organization admitted only carefully-selected and 
well-prepared patriots. It had a pyramidal structure and used code 
words for communications between its members. Its documents 
were compiled in code. The group planned to hold a regular meet- 
ing of its members every year on the first day of the new school 
year at Sungsil Middle School. Lawful fringe organizations such 
as the School Association, Monument Association and Home- 
town Association were used as a cover for its activities, which 
also rallied broad support from the masses behind them. 
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Kim Hyong Jik (July 10, 1894-June 5, 
1926), the leader of the anti-Japanese 
national liberation movement in Korea 


The organization drew up a plan to develop the Jiandao area 
into the strategic base for the independence movement. 

The association was fundamentally different from existing 
anti-Japanese organizations for its fighting objective, mission 
and thoroughgoing anti-imperialist, independent stand. It was 
also the largest of the anti-Japanese underground revolutionary 
organizations of Korean patriots in those days. As a hardcore 
revolutionary organization in Korea’s anti-Japanese national 
liberation movement, it drew its membership from among work- 
ers, peasants, teachers, students, soldiers (of the Independence 
Army), merchants, religious believers and artisans—people 
from all walks of life. Its organizational network spread 
throughout the country and even reached Beijing, Shanghai, 
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Jilin, Fusong, Linjiang, Changbai, 
Liuhe, Kuandian, Dandong, Huadian 
and Xingjing in China. 

Ill at ease about the organizational ral- 
lying of the anti-Japanese force and the 
anti-Japanese movement conducted in var- 
ious parts of Korea by the activities of the 
Korean National Association, the Japanese 
imperialists resorted to all means and 
methods to detect its organizational struc- 
ture and finally succeeded in doing so. : = ee 

In the autumn of 1917 the Japanese Monument to the Mon- 
imperialists conducted a large-scale ument Association at 
crackdown on the secret organization, Parag Kangdong 
rounding up more than 100 members of 
the organization. Kim Hyong Jik was one of those arrested, in 
Ponghwa-ri, Kangdong County, Pyongyang, and served his sentence 
in Pyongyang prison. 

After being released from jail, Kim Hyong Jik embarked on 
the road of fresh struggle with a plan to transform the anti- 
Japanese national liberation movement from a nationalist to a 
communist movement. 


oe 


Seah 
See ter ee: 
jRAMMRE ER: 
ee thes te: 
[TRA e eH, : io 
pemeeeea fs os \ Report made by the 
CAS al ee Japanese chief of the 
gtaiid EGS fy P of of th 
piateaZe Saar ee police station § in 
ae e- A223 
tas gs Fa Pee South Phyongan Pro- 
pea aware | fee ORS vince on the case of 
SeS2es t: ‘ 3 : 
| zeates * T3 the Korean National 
cBGale: 0 ren Association 
ate ee * a 
i F < 
aeeooneneensnssttinsssnsseossstnnnneennnniitenen 


35 


THE MARCH FIRST POPULAR UPRISING 


After annexing Korea in 1910, the Japanese imperialists 
employed “sabre rule”. The ten years that followed were a period 
of ordeals, of darkness and of starvation. During this period the 
Korean nation, living under mediaeval terrorism which had 
reduced the country to a huge prison, was robbed of all social 
rights, including freedom of speech, assembly, association and 
demonstration as well as of its wealth, and groaned in dire dis- 
tress. 

The pent-up anger and resentment of the Korean people 
exploded on March 1, 1919. 

The March First Popular Uprising was carefully planned and 
carried forward under the leadership of people in the religious 
world, from Chondoism, Christianity and Buddhism, and patriotic 
teachers and students. 


The masses of people in the March 
First Popular Uprising against the 
aggression of Japanese imperialism 
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The uprising was started by a mass demonstration in Pyongyang. 

At 12 o’clock on March 1 thousands of young people, students 
and citizens gathered in the playground of Sungdok Girls’ School 
on Jangdae Hill, a bell summoning them there. There they read 
aloud the Declaration of Independence and solemnly proclaimed 
Korea to be an independent state, before holding a vociferous 
street demonstration shouting the slogans, “Long live the indepen- 
dence of Korea!” and “Japanese and Japanese troops, get out!” 

The ranks of demonstrators increased to 100,000 within a few 
minutes. 

The Japanese imperialists used swords and guns indiscrimi- 
nately against the demonstrators, even mobilizing mounted police- 
men and troops. Many people were killed. 

Despite this, the demonstrators resisted the enemy fearlessly, 
becoming human weapons. The Song of the Independence Move- 
ment rang out from among them. 

A large-scale demonstration was also held in Seoul that day. 
Young people, students and patriotic people who gathered at Thap- 
tong Park, situated in the middle of the city, staged a street demon- 
stration, shouting “Long live the independence of Korea!” following 
the reading at 2:30 pm of the Declaration of Independence by a stu- 
dent representative. When the demonstrators divided themselves into 
several groups and fanned out to various parts of the city, workers, 
petit bourgeoisie and other people from all walks of life joined them. 
Their number increased to hundreds of thousands. 

The traffic in Seoul was blocked and the colonial ruling 
machinery of the Japanese imperialists became paralyzed. 

In an effort to repress the demonstration, the Japanese imperi- 
alists mobilized not only the gendarmerie and police in Seoul but 
the 20th Division stationed in Ryongsan. The streets were instant- 
ly turned into a sea of blood. 

However, the demonstrators continued their march. When a 
young girl student had her right arm that held the national flag cut 
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off by an enemy sword, she took the flag in her left hand and, 
when she was unable to move any further having had her left arm 
cut off, too, she continued to shout “Long live the independence 
of Korea!”, striking terror into the hearts of the Japanese imperial- 
ist soldiers and policemen. 

While the people were waging a fierce demonstration in the face of 
the Japanese imperialist oppression, the 33 people of the upper ranks 
of the bourgeois nationalist movement, who claimed to be “representa- 
tives of the Korean nation”, backpedalled on their promise to the rep- 
resentatives of the students and young people and held a party at Thae- 
hwagwan before surrendering to the Japanese imperialists. 

Nevertheless, the people did not stop their fight. 

The flames of the popular uprising swept all provinces of 
Korea, as well as Manchuria, Shanghai, the Maritime Territory of 
Siberia, Hawaii and other areas in foreign lands. All the Korean 
people with national conscience, transcending occupation, reli- 
gious belief, age and sex, took part in the uprising. For a couple of 
months following the outbreak of the uprising the whole country 
shook with cries for independence. 


The Japanese imperialists slaughtered brutally the Korean 
patriots who shouted, “Long live the independence of Korea!” 
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The peaceful demonstrations gradually assumed the nature of 
revolt. The revolters raided and destroyed the Japanese ruling 
organs and killed the Japanese imperialists. 

The Japanese government-general reinforced the Japanese 
troops in Korea with six infantry battalions from Japan, commit- 
ting bloody massacres in various parts of Korea. 

The uprising lasted until the end of that year with the participa- 
tion of millions of people, but was finally suppressed. 

The uprising taught the lesson that in order to win back the 
nation’s independence, the people must fight with arms. against the 
armed enemy with a unified strategy and under a correct leadership. 

With the momentum created by this uprising, a change took 
place in the guiding ideology and leading force of Korea’s anti- 
Japanese national liberation movement, and the movement began 
to enter a new stage. 

In order to soothe the anti-Japanese feelings of the Korean 
people in the aftermath of the March First Popular Uprising, the 


The Massacre at Jeam-ri 


On April 15, 1919, Lieutenant Arita of the 79th Regiment, 20th 
Division of the Japanese forces in Korea, leading ten of his men, 
advanced to Jeam-ri, Hyangnam Subcounty, Suwon County. The sol- 
diers were planning to commit a mass murder in this area so as to 
extinguish the flames of anti-Japanese resistance in Suwon County, 
where the people’s uprising was most fierce. 

The Japanese soldiers herded the villagers into the church in the 
village, saying that they had something to inform them of. Then 
they locked the door of the church, fired bullets and threw hand 
grenades into it. In an instant the church was turned into a blood- 
bath. When a woman held out her baby through a window, saying, 
“Please save this boy’s life alone,” the Japanese stabbed the baby to 
death with a bayonet. They then set the church and the houses in the 
village on fire. 

That day 300 civilians were killed. 
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Japanese occupiers had to change “sabre rule” for “civil govern- 
ment”. But it was merely a cosmetic difference. 


THE INDEPENDENCE ARMY MOVEMENT 


Entering the 1910s the anti-Japanese Righteous Volunteers 
movement weakened and the Korean people’s armed activities 
against the Japanese occupiers were conducted through the Inde- 
pendence Army movement. 

This movement had been established by the former commanders 
of the Righteous Volunteers units and patriotic enlightenment 
activists. They had made the northeast area of China and the Mar- 
itime Territory of Siberia neighbouring Korea’s northern border 
region as the bases of the activities of the Independence Army. Sev- 
eral Righteous Volunteers units had moved to these areas and the 
tentacles of the Japanese imperialists had not yet reached there. 

The movement established military schools in areas like 
Sanyuanpu, Liuhe County in Northeast China, training military 
cadres, increasing armed ranks and giv- 
ing modern combat training. 

Having made preparations for the 
Independence Army movement, they 
organized the units of the army after 
the March First Popular Uprising for 
armed activities at full speed. 

In the Jiandao area, Hong Pom 
Do organized the Korean Indepen- 
dence Army and An Mu, Choe Jin 
Dong, So II and others formed units. 
us Yun Gu, the last Units under various names were also 
commander of the Inde- ©'Z@nized in the Maritime Territory 
pendence Army of Siberia. 
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In August 1919, 200 soldiers commanded by Hong Pom Do 
advanced to Korea. Moving in the Kapsan and Hyesan areas, 
they raided the barracks of the Japanese aggressor forces. In 
October the same year the unit made a thrust into Kanggye, 
Manpho and Jasong, dealing a blow to Japanese colonial rule in 
these areas. 

The unit led by Choe Jin Dong attacked the Japanese in 
Onsong and Musan on eight occasions in March 1920. 

Alarmed by these armed activities, the Japanese imperialists 
killed en masse the patriotic Korean people living in the areas 
where the Independence Army units were active. 

Meanwhile, they made a plan to conduct a “punitive” opera- 
tion in Fengwugou, Wangqing County, a main base of the Inde- 
pendence Army in eastern Manchuria, on June 4, 1920 by mobi- 
lizing a huge force. Anticipating this plan, the unit led by Hong 
Pom Do, in cooperation with the unit led by So Il, lured part of the 
enemy force from Fengwugou to a place favourable for battle and 
killed or wounded 120 enemy soldiers. 

To make up for the failure of this operation, the Japanese 
imperialists hatched a plot for a large-scale “punitive” operation. 
They bribed mounted bandits and induced them to attack 
Hunchun, where the Japanese consulate was situated, in early 
October that year. 

Using this incident (the Hunchun incident) as justification, the 
Japanese imperialists hurled units that had been dispatched to 
Siberia, one regiment of the 19th division stationed in Korea and 
the police corps of Hamgyong Province to the areas of Hunchun, 
Wangging and Helong in Northeast China, killing 30,000 Koreans 
and destroying 6,000 houses. 

At the same time, they made frantic attempts to “annihilate” 
the Independence Army units. 

While moving to a place favourable for smashing the enemy, 
the Independence Army units encountered the Japanese forces 
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in Qingshanli, Helong County, on October 21. In this battle they 
killed hundreds of enemy soldiers, including the commander of 
a regiment. 


A training ground 
of the Indepen- 
dence Army at 
Sanyuanpu in 
Tonghua Provin- 
ce, China 


The situation prevailing in those days demanded active mea- 
sures to protect the Korean community in the Jiandao region 
from the Japanese massacre. But most of the Independence 
Army units had moved to the Chinese-Soviet border area on the 
Helong River after the Qingshanli battle. They planned to 
regroup there for full-scale activities. The commanding officers 
of the units that had moved to northern Manchuria and of the 
units in the Maritime Territory of Siberia were at odds over the 
spheres of their influence. This led to an armed clash between 
the two groups in Heihe in June 1921. After this bloody incident 
many of the soldiers of the Independence Army deserted and 
the remaining forces became split. 

However, some units led by men of conscience continued to 
conduct activities in southern Manchuria. 

In his effort to switch the direction of Korea’s anti- 
Japanese national liberation movement from a nationalist to 
communist one, Kim Hyong Jik worked energetically to real- 
ize the unity of the Independence Army movement. Thanks to 
this, the armed organizations that had been fighting against the 
Japanese imperialists in various places could be enlisted to the 
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anti-Japanese national liberation struggle in a unified way. 

Later, a great number of commanding officers and soldiers of 
the Independence Army joined-the Korean People’s Revolutionary 
Army under the influence exerted by Kim II Sung. 


THE KOREAN COMMUNIST PARTY 


With the propagation of Marxism-Leninism in Korea, 
many organizations of workers, peasants and youth were 
formed by enlightened progressive patriots and labour move- 
ment and other mass movements were launched. In the course 
of this, the Korean Communist Party was organized in Seoul 
in April 1925. 

The formation of the Communist Party propelled the devel- 
opment of the labour, peasant and national liberation move- 
ments. 

The struggle of the workers and peasants against the Japanese 
imperialists, landlords and capitalists, including the June Tenth 
Independence Movement in 1926 organized by the communists, 
grew larger in scale. 

The Communist Party had not spread its roots among the 
broad sections of the masses, including the working class. 
Worse still, the division and antagonism in the party reached 
extreme levels owing to the factional strife among its upper 
ranks, and the ideological drift and organizational indiscipline 
grew hopeless. 

The Sixth Congress of the Comintern, held in the summer of 
1928, withdrew its recognition of the Korean Communist Party. 
This meant its expulsion from the ranks of the Comintern. Thus, 
the party ended its existence as an organized force three years 
after its foundation. 


43 


THE JUNE TENTH INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 


On April 25, 1926, one year after the foundation of the Korean 
Communist Party, the last king of the Ri Dynasty, Sunjong, died. 
Even though the country had been ruined, Sunjong symbolized the 
Ri Dynasty, and his death stimulated the anti-Japanese sentiments 
of the Korean nation. It was a burst of their pent-up sorrow. 

At the news of the King’s death, Koreans wept loudly in mourming. 

Wherever Koreans gathered in crowds to mourn, Japanese 
mounted policemen immediately moved in and dispersed them by 
force of arms. Even children were clubbed mercilessly. 


The Great Kanto Earthquake 


In September 1923 a great earthquake struck the Tokyo- Yokohama 
area, destroying many houses and devastating the area. A large number 
of people were killed or wounded. 

The victims were greatly dissatisfied with their government for 
failing to take appropriate measures to x, 
help them. In order to divert the 
Japanese people’s feeling, the Japanese 
government ensured that the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and the military 
authorities spread the rumour that 
Koreans were trying to kill Japanese by 
starting fires and poisoning wells in 
various parts of the city. Minister of 
Home Affairs Mizuno Rentaro official- 
ly ordered the subordinate organs 
throughout the country to kill Koreans. 
On this order, the Japanese army, gen- 
darmerie, police terrorist groups and 
vigilante corps killed innocent Korean 
people without mercy, be they men or 


Monument set up in Fujio- 
ka, Japan, to the Korean 
people killed during the 
Great Kanto Earthquake 


Taking advantage of the anti-Japanese spirit of the masses, the 
communists planned nationwide anti-Japanese demonstrations on 
the day of the funeral of King Sunjong and secretly pushed ahead 
with preparations for it. 

As the fighting spirit of the masses rose and the day 
approached, the factionalists who had found their way into the 
preparatory committee began to vacillate and the secret was 
betrayed to the Japanese imperialists by them. 

A large number of Japanese soldiers and policemen threw a 
cordon around Seoul and conducted large-scale roundups. They 
arrested 200 people in Seoul on the 6th and 7th of June. As many 
people who had been engaged in the preparation of the demonstra- 
tions were put behind bars, the lines of contact between Seoul and 


women, young or old. Whenever they spotted Koreans, they killed 
them all, by shooting, stabbing, beating, dismembering or burying 
them alive. The soldiers of the 13th Cavalry Regiment stationed in 
Chiba Prefecture forced hundreds of Koreans to gather near their bar- 
racks and dug a pit; they then machinegunned them down. They tied 
the women and children en masse and sprayed gasoline to burn them 
to death. 

In the days after the Great Kanto Earthquake the Japanese imperi- 
alists killed 23,000 Koreans living in Japan. 


The Japanese atrocious killing of Koreans with bamboo spears 
and iron bars 
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The Seoul citizens who 
turned out in an anti- 


the provinces were severed. Nevertheless, progressive workers, 
young people and students pushed ahead with the plan while mak- 
ing efforts to save the situation. 

On June 10 when the bier of Sunjong had left the Changdok 
Palace and was passing through Jongno, tens of thousands of peo- 
ple who were standing on both sides of the street launched a 
demonstration, scattering leaflets and appeals and shouting, “Long 
live the independence of Korea!”, “Japanese troops, get out!’ and 
“Fighters for Korean independence, unite!” 

Even pupils from elementary schools joined the demonstra- 
tion. The demonstrators grappled courageously with the armed 
Japanese soldiers and policemen. About 160 people were wound- 
ed and 200 people were arrested or detained. 

Demonstrations took place in several parts of the country, 
including Inchon, that day, but they were all put down. 
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THE TRUE PATH FOR NATIONAL 
LIBERATION 


THE FORTUNE OF KOREA 


Kim I! Sung, father of socialist Korea, was born in Mangyong- 
dae, Pyongyang, on April 15, 1912, as the eldest son of 
Kim Hyong Jik, an indomitable revolutionary fighter, and 
Kang Pan Sok. 


President Kim Il Sung's birthplace at Mangyongdae 


Kim Hyong Jik named his son Song Ju (meaning “pillar to 
be”) in the hope that he would become a pillar of the country, and 
composed the Lullaby, blessing his future. 

In those days Korea had already become Japan’s exclusive 
colony and its people had been reduced to a modern form of slav- 
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ery, bound hand and foot by the Japanese imperialist oppression. 
The country that had been proud of its 5,000-year-long history, 
abundant natural resources and beautiful scenery was mercilessly 
downtrodden by the Japanese military jack boots and cannon 
wheels. 

Many patriotic-minded people offered resistance to the 
Japanese imperialists, burning with indignation at the ruin of their 
nation, but it was all in vain. Bleeding and breathing their last, 
they prayed for the appearance of an outstanding leader of the 
nation, who would win back the lost country and save the destiny 
of the Korean nation. This was a centuries-old desire of the Kore- 
an people. 

Kim I] Sung’s birth was a glorious sunrise that heralded the 
country’s liberation and national resurrection. It was also an event 
unprecedented in the 5,000-year history of the nation. It was an 
event yet to be widely known, however, as the day was just anoth- 
er day in a turbulent period, the early period of national ruin. 


THE “250-MILE JOURNEY FOR LEARNING” 
AND THE “250-MILE JOURNEY FOR 
NATIONAL LIBERATION” 


On March 16, 1923, Kim II Sung left Badaogou, China, for his 
home town, Mangyongdae, to continue his learning there. 

The journey to Korea was his father’s wish. 

Kim Hyong Jik, his father, said to him to the following effect: 

A man born in Korea must have a good knowledge of Korea. 
If you get to understand clearly while you are in Korea why it has 
been ruined, that will be a great achievement. Share the fate of the 
people in your home town and see how miserable they are. Then 
you will see what you should do. 

In those days, the rich in Korea were sending their sons to 
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study abroad. They believed that the United States or Japan were 
the places to seek modern civilization and education, and that was 
the trend of the times. 

It was 250 miles from Badaogou to Mangyongdae. For more 
than half of his journey Kim Il Sung had to walk over steep, crag- 
gy mountains which were virtually uninhabited. Even in full day- 
light, beasts of prey prowled about the woods. It was not easy to 
cross these mountains all alone in the dead of winter. 

Passing through the places which his father had marked off on 
his pocketbook, Kim I! Sung arrived at Kanggye on schedule and 
sent a telegram to his parents, reading “Arrived safely in Kang- 
gye’”. After Huichon, Hyangsan and Kujang, he arrived at Kae- 
chon where he took a train bound for Pyongyang. 

Towards sunset on March 29, 1923, 14 days after his departure 
from Badaogou, he entered the courtyard of his old home. 


The old home of 
President Kim Il Sung’s 
mother and Changdok 
School in Chilgol 
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His grandmother hurried out to the yard, without stopping to 
put on her shoes, and exclaimed, “Oh Lord! Have you really come 
alone? Your father is more hard-hearted than a tiger.” Her surprise 
was understandable, as her grandson was not yet twelve years old 
at that time. 

After a few days’ rest, Kim I] Sung started in the fifth year of 
Changdok School, where his grandfather on his mother’s side was 
the head teacher. He studied for two years in Korea, accumulating 
valuable experience. 
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The Extraordinary Inheritance 


$ In his reminiscences, With the Century, Kim Il Sung wrote as fol- 
§ lows: 
; “The thought of ‘Aim High!’, being prepared for the three contingen- 
% cies, the idea of gaining comrades, and two pistols—it was all I received 
8 from my father. My inheritance was such that it implied great hardship 
8 and sacrifice for me. Nevertheless, there could be no better heritage.” 


A pistol Kim Hyong Jik bequeathed "Aim High!" — 
to his son Kim I Sung Kim Hyong Jik's motto 
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Kim I] Sung wrote in Volume One of his memoirs, “I had 
spent only two years back in my homeland, but I had learned and 
experienced much during those days. My most valuable experi- 
ence was to have acquired a deep understanding of our people. 
Our people were simple and industrious, yet brave and strong- 
willed.... I believed that I could liberate the country if I organized 
their efforts properly.” 

One day, a few months before he graduated from the school, 
he was told that his father had been arrested again. 


“Aim High!” means what it says. : 

It implies an unbreakable revolutionary spirit to liberate the coun- % 
try by fighting through the generations. : 

Preparedness for three contingencics means being prepared for 8 
death from hunger, from a beating and from cold. It implies that a revo- 
lutionary should always be prepared for these three contingencies. 

Kim Hyong Jik told his son much about friends and friendship. The § 
following remarks he made were very instructive: : 

“A man must not forget the friends he has gained in adversity. One 
must rely on one’s parents at home and on one’s friends outside; that is 8 
what is traditionally said, and it is an important saying. True friends % 
who will be one’s partners through thick and thin are dearer than one’s 3 
brothers. : 

“Good comrades will not fall from heaven, nor spring out of the $ 
earth. One must search for them at great cost by oneself, just as gold 3 
or precious stones are prospected for, and they must be fostered. If 8 
you have a true heart that is dedicated to the country and the people, : 
you can find many good comrades. What matters is the mind and the § 
heart. Even without money, people can be comrades if they are like- 3 
minded.” 

Bedridden as he was, Kim Hyong Jik advised his son repeatedly to $ 
gain as many good comrades as possible, saying, “Only he who will 3 
die for the sake of his comrades will find good comrades.” : 

In his last moments, Kim Hyong Jik, who had devoted his 8 
whole life to the sacred cause of the liberation of Korea, handed 8 
the two pistols he had always kept by his body over to his wife, 3 
Kang Pan Sok, and requested her to give them to Song Ju $ 
(Kim II Sung’s original name) when he grew up and embarked on $ 
the road of struggle. 3 
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With the determination to fight the Japanese aggressors at the 
risk of his life, he left Mangyongdae on January 22, 1925. Retrac- 
ing the route he had followed when coming to the home town, he 
reached the bank of the Amnok River bordering Korea and China 
on the thirteenth day of his journey. 

Recalling his feelings at that time, he said: 

“I crossed the Amnok River when I was 13, with the firm 
resolve not to return before Korea became independent. Young 
as I was, I could not repress my sorrow as I sang the Song of 
the Amnok River written by someone and wondered when I 
would be able to tread this land again, when I would return to 
this land where I had grown up and where our forefathers’ 
graves lay.” 


THE KOREAN REVOLUTION SETS SAIL 


Determined to win the independence of the country through 
armed struggle, Kim II Sung entered Hwasong Uisuk School in 
Huadian, China, in June 1926. 

The school had been established by nationalists with a view to 
training cadres for the Independence Army. The school's curricu- 
lum included only nationalist ideas and outmoded military train- 
ing. Holding fast to the nationalist philosophy, the school authori- 
ties rejected any ideas that were progressive. 

Young Kim II Sung, full of enterprising spirit, was not satis- 
fied with what was taught there. He felt that his expectation of the 
school was crumbling. 

Studying the preceding revolutionary theories of the working 
class in combination with the actual situation of Korea, 
Kim II Sung tried to find a new road for the Korean revolution. He 
disseminated the communist idea among the students and won one 
comrade after another. 
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When a new road for the Korean revolution, a road enabling 
its independent development, was defined and the hardcore force 


The house in which 
the DIU members 
frequently held secret 
reading sessions 


was rallied, Kim Il Sung organized the Down-with-Imperialism 
Union (DIU) on October 17, 1926, involving young communists 
of the new generation. 

The programme of the DIU was to defeat Japanese imperial- 
ism and achieve the liberation and independence of Korea, build 
socialism and communism in Korea and, further, build commu- 
nism throughout the world. 
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The founding meeting of the organization adopted policies for 
putting the programme into effect and established the rules of the 
organization. 

Kim I] Sung was unanimously acclaimed as head of the 
union. 

The union members rushed hand in hand to the Huifa River 
and, singing a song, resolved to remain faithful to the country, 
nation and revolution. 


The Struggle against the Jilin-Hoeryong Railway Project 


$ In the latter half of the 1920s the Japanese imperialists set about a 
§ project of laying a railway from Jilin to Hoeryong. 

3 Seeing through the Japanese plan to invade the Asian continent, 
§ Kim I] Sung called a meeting of cadres of the Young Communist 
’ League of Korea and the Anti-Imperialist Youth League early in Octo- 
g ber 1928. 

: At the meeting he explained the aggressive nature of the railway 
$ project and the plan to dump Japanese goods, and clarified the objec- 
3 tive and significance of the struggle against them. 

3 The meeting discussed slogans, methods of struggle and a course 
8 of action. It also organized demonstration ranks and appointed their 
$ leaders. 

3 After full preparations, the students at all the schools in Jilin held 
$ simultaneous meetings on October 26, 1928, and marched into the 
§ streets after issuing appeals against the building of the Jilin-Hoeryong 
§ railway. 

§ Thousands of high-spirited students shouted anti-Japanese slogans, 
g and broad sections of the masses joined them. Many streets of Jilin 
’ were filled with demonstrators. The students pasted slogans and 
appeals on the walls and electricity poles and scattered leaflets in vari- 
$ ous parts of the town. They installed a dozen platforms and delivered 
§ speeches against the railway construction from dawn till late at night. 

3 The anti-Japanese struggle that had started in Jilin spread through- 
% out Manchuria, including Changchun, Harbin, and Yanji. 

; Gaining momentum, the demonstration in Jilin developed into a 
$ campaign to boycott Japanese goods. 
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“It was 1926. 

“Kim I] Sung had just begun to understand society, and his 
heart heaved in anguish. There was a strong trend in the national- 
ist movement at that time to shift from the stage of pure patriotism 
to the revolutionary stage. Moreover, all the organizations in the 
nationalist movement were redoubling their efforts to form a sin- 
gle front. The ideological confrontation between the Conferential 
Association and Promotion Association centring on Jongui-bu 
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Several groups, each composed of 20 students, ransacked Japanese 
shops and burnt Japanese goods or dumped them into the Songhua 
River. Joining this struggle, the masses staged demonstrations, shouting 
the slogan, “Stop selling Japanese goods!” : 

Instigated by the Japanese imperialists, the Chinese reactionary 3 
warlords attempted to suppress the demonstration by mobilizing police % 
and water cannons. But the demonstrators responded by destroying the $ 
iron gate of the Japanese consulate, striking terror into the hearts of the § 
Japanese imperialists. g 

Hard hit by the demonstration, which had lasted 40 days, the § 
Japanese imperialists had to indefinitely postpone the inauguration cer- 3 
emony of the Jilin-Dunhua line. 
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accelerated the formation of this front. Meanwhile, the socialist 
movement ...came into being. 

“The boy Kim Il Sung’s brain, nay, the consciousness of stu- 
dent Kim Song Ju, became critical of these two social tendencies 
and realized that he would be able to attain his goal in the future 
through his independent development. 

“Rejecting infantile Rightist and Leftist trends, he organized 
the Down-with-Imperialism Union. 

“Much was expected from Kim Il Sung, and the activities of 
this organization were significant. The support of the masses for 
Kim II Sung, a man of passion and emotion, was great.” (A Short 
History of the Korean Revolutionary Movement Overseas, the 
Tongbang Munhwasa, pub. 1945, pp. 28-30.) 


= - Shes bites a2 
A view of Huadian on the Huifa River in Northeast China 


With the formation of the DIU, the Korean revolution greeted 
a new period when it could develop on the principle of indepen- 
dence. It marked a fresh starting point for the communist move- 
ment and revolution in Korea. 

In order to unfold the revolutionary activities full steam, 
Kim I] Sung decided to leave Hwasong Uisuk School in the mid- 
dle of his studies, a great and courageous decision for him to take. 
Leaving the school after half a year of study, he went to Jilin, an 
important political centre of Manchuria where many anti-Japanese 
fighters for independence and Korean communists had gathered 
and a city with good transportation links. 
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THE ORIGINATION OF THE JUCHE IDEA 


From June 30 to July 2, 1930, a meeting of the leaders of the 
Young Communist League and the Anti-Imperialist Youth League 
was held in Kalun, China. 

In his historic report, titled The Path of the Korean Revolution, 
Kim II Sung made a comprehensive analysis of the prevailing situ- 
ation and identified the lessons to be drawn from preceding move- 
ments. He defined the principles of the Juche idea as follows: 

“The masters of the revolutionary struggle are the masses, and 
only when they are organized and mobilized can they win the rev- 
olutionary struggle.” 

In order to lead the revolution to victory, he said, one must go 
among the masses and organize and mobilize them. All problems 
arising in the revolution must be solved independently on one’s 
own responsibility, in accordance with one’s own circumstances. 

He emphasized the need to maintain the firm stand and attitude 
that the masters of the Korean revolution are the Korean people, 
and that the Korean revolution should at all times be carried out 
by Koreans themselves to suit the Korean situation. 

On the basis of the principles of the Juche idea, he explained 
that the basic task of the Korean revolution was to overthrow the 
Japanese imperialists and win the nation’s independence and, at 
the same time, to abolish feudal relations and introduce democra- 
cy. Its character was that of anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democrat- 
ic revolution. He added that broad sections of the anti-imperialist 
forces, including workers, peasants, youth and students, intellectu- 
als, petty bourgeoisie, capitalists with a conscience and religious 
persons could be mobilized in this revolution. All the anti- 
Japanese forces had to come out to overthrow the Japanese impe- 
rialists and their accomplices—the landlords, capitalists, pro- 
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Japanese elements and traitors to the nation—so as to win national 
liberation and independence. 

In addition, as the strategic and tactical requirements for 
carrying out the basic task of the Korean revolution, he set 
forth the policy of waging an organized anti-Japanese armed 
struggle by forming an anti-Japanese united national front 
comprising all forces with anti-Japanese sentiments. The poli- 


The Sun of the Nation 


3 On the threshold of the Korean revolution, the young communists 3 
$ and members of the revolutionary organizations looked up to 3 
3 Kim Il Sung as the great leader who would save the country, as the 3 
$ guiding light who would lead the Korean revolution to victory, and as 3 
$ the one and only man who could unite the nation. 3 
: After full consideration as to how they could sincerely support 3 
8 him, whose appearance was a century-old desire of all compatriots, 
$ the young communists promised to call him Hanbyol (morning star), $ 
$ expressing their boundless reverence to him and cherishing the hope 3 
$ that he would drive the darkness from the sky and bring about a new 3 
’ dawn in Korea. They composed the song Star of Korea, reflecting 3 
8 their thoughts and expectations, and disseminated it widely among the § 


$ people. 


Star of Korea 


The morning star has appeared in the dark sky of Korea 
Shining over the three-thousand-ri land. 

A new dawn will break in downtrodden Korea, 

For twenty million look up to the star. 


: Afterwards, in the revolutionary upheaval the young communists § 
$ and the revolutionary masses came to have a profound understanding 3 
$ of his great ideas, intelligent leadership and noble virtues. They 3 
’ changed the name Hanbyol into Kim [1 Sung, hoping that he would 3 
8 become the sun of the nation. : 


58 


cy of founding an independent revolutionary party was also 
established. 

The Kalun meeting was a historic event that declared the cre- 
ation of the Juche idea and the Juche revolutionary line. 

The Juche idea was steadily developed and enriched in Korea 
through difficult and complicated practices during the several 
stages of the revolution, including the anti-Japanese armed strug- 
gle. 

As a result, it has become a philosophical idea which is an 
integrated system of idea, theory and method, as we see today. 

Using the Kalun meeting to create momentum, the anti- 
Japanese national liberation struggle and communist movement in 
Korea ushered in a new era when they were guided by the Juche 
idea, an absolutely scientific and revolutionary ideology, and the 
Juche revolutionary line. 


THE SOCIETY FOR RALLYING COMRADES 


When they heard that the Korean Communist Party had been 
expelled from the Comintern, the new generation of communists 
resolved to found a new type of party for a vigorous anti-Japanese 
national liberation movement under its unified guidance and start- 
ed an all-out effort to achieve their target. 

The factionalists who remained in the ranks of communists 
after the disbandment of the Korean Communist Party were 
engrossed in strife while simultaneously trying to rebuild the party 
at home and abroad. 

The principle of one party for one country set by the Com- 
intern meant that the Korean communists active in Manchuria 
could not build an independent party of their own in the region. 

Faced with this situation, Kim II Sung decided to form a party 
by setting up basic party organizations first, with communists of 
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the new generation, who had nothing 
to do with factions, as the backbone. 
He would then steadily expand these 
organizations to strengthen the party, 
instead of hastily proclaiming a party 
centre. He considered that if he 
refrained from forming a separate 
party centre that would coexist with 
the Chinese party, he would not be 
contradicting the principle of one 
party for one country. Proceeding 
Bolshevik, the ideological from this stand, he pushed ahead with 
mouthpiece of the first the preparation for founding the party. 
Party organization The Juche idea he had made public 
at the meeting held in Kalun, Northeast China, in June 1930, 
served as the guiding ideology of the Korean revolution and as the 
comerstone for forming a new type of party. The leadership core 
and mass foundation constituted the organizational basis of the 
party. 

On July 3, 1930, Kim Il Sung formed the first party organiza- 
tion with new generation communists and named it the Society for 
Rallying Comrades. The name embodied the high aims and will of 
Kim Il Sung, who was taking the first step in the revolution by 


Village in Jiajiatun where the Kalun meeting was held and the first 
Party organization was formed 
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winning over comrades. He was determined to develop the revolu- 
tion thoroughly and achieve its final victory by continually dis- 
covering and rallying those comrades who would share their fate 
with him. 

The first party organization—the Society for Rallying Com- 
rades—was the embryo and seed of the Workers’ Party of Korea. It 
issued a periodical, Bolshevik, as its ideological mouthpiece. 


THE KOREAN PEOPLE’S 
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY 


The meeting of the Party and YCL cadres held in Mingyuegou, 
Yanji County, China, in December 1931, discussed the issue of 
launching an armed struggle against the Japanese imperialists. 

At this meeting, Kim Il Sung explained the need to include all 
the anti-Japanese patriotic forces in the armed struggle for the lib- 
eration of the country, and set forth 
the strategy of waging this armed 
struggle using guerrilla warfare tac- 
tics. 

He laid down detailed assign- 
ments arising in the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle—the tasks of found- 
ing the Anti-Japanese People’s Guer- 
rilla Army (AJPGA), a standing rev- 
olutionary army; setting up guerrilla 
bases; laying mass foundations for 
armed struggle; forming an anti- 
Japanese joint front with the Chinese 
' people; enhancing the vanguard role 
The flag of the incipient of Party organizations; strengthening 
guerrilla army YCL activities and so on. Following 
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full preparations for starting the armed struggle, he proclaimed the 
founding of the AJPGA in Xiaoshahe, Antu County, on April 25, 
1932. The AJPGA consisted of workers, peasants and young patri- 
ots who opposed the Japanese imperialists and their stooges, and 
loved their country and people. It was a revolutionary armed force 
which was wholeheartedly protecting the interests of the Korean 
population. Its purpose and mission was clear: to destroy Japanese 
colonial rule in Korea and achieve national independence and 
social emancipation for the Korean people. 

The hardcore elements dispatched by Kim I] Sung formed guer- 
rilla units one after another in Wangging, Yanji, Helong, Hunchun 
and other regions of eastern, southern and northern Manchuria. The 
guerrilla companies in eastern Manchuria rapidly expanded in 
strength, developing into a regiment in each county by 1933. 

This new situation, in which the guerrilla ranks had been 
expanded and strengthened and the areas of their military activity 
and the scope of their movement had become wider, required the 
establishment of a corresponding command system that was fully 
capable of bringing all the guerrilla units, which had been fighting 
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Soldiers of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army 
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in their own counties independently, under unified command. 

To meet these requirements, Kim I Sung took the historically 
significant step of reorganizing the AJPGA into the Korean Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Army (KPRA) in March 1934. 

On the principle of the tripartite system, the KPRA had divi- 
sions, regiments, companies, platoons and squads. 

The KPRA developed into the most powerful armed force in 
Jiandao, Dongbiandao, Mt. Paektu and the rest of the Korean 
peninsula. 


A NEW WORLD OF THE PEOPLE 


From May 1932 to the beginning of the next year, guerrilla 
zones were established in different areas along the Tuman River in 
the form of liberated areas, completely free from enemy rule. It 
became necessary to set up a government which could perform the 
role of managing the economy and improving cultural standards 
for the people living in these areas, in order to maintain control of 
the zones, the strategic centre of the guerrilla army and the opera- 
tional base for the Korean revolution. In those days, it was the 
standing policy of the international communist movement to 
establish a soviet system of government according to the Soviet 
policy advanced by the Comintern. In the guerrilla zones of east- 
erm Manchuria, Leftist opportunists, factionalists and sycophants 
towards great powers imitated the Soviet policy and established 
Soviet governments that were ill-suited to the prevailing situation 
in Korea. They declared the abolition of private property as a 
whole and introduced collective life, collective labour and equal 
distribution under the ultra-Leftist slogan of immediate accom- 
plishment of socialism. This caused vacillation and confusion 
among the people living in the guerrilla zones, with the result that 
many of the inhabitants fled, complaining about the soviet policy. 
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On his return from an expedition to northern and southern 
Manchuria, Kim I] Sung took stock of this situation and held a 
meeting of the leading and hardcore members of the Party and the 
YCL organizations in Macun, Wangqing County at the end of 
February 1933. In this meeting and on other occasions, he exposed 
and criticized the Leftist nature of soviet policy and clarified that 
the government to be set up in guerrilla zones should be a people’s 
revolutionary government, based on a worker-peasant alliance led 
by the working class and relying on the united front of the anti- 
Japanese masses. 
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Bird’s-eye view of Sishuiping within Gayahe guerrilla zone where 
the first people’s revolutionary government was established 


As a result, people’s revolutionary governments were estab- 
lished in guerrilla zones, and they enforced a series of popular 
policies. Revolutionary mass organizations were formed on a wide 
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scale, including Party and YCL organizations, around which the 
masses rallied. The Children’s Corps schools were established and 
weapons repair shops, hospitals, printing houses and tailors’ shops 
were run in the guerrilla zones; food production and other activi- 
ties for people’s living were put on a normal basis. The guerrilla 
zone was a new world of the people, established in the heart of 
Manchuria, a region which had been occupied by the Japanese 
imperialists. Dumbfounded by this rare world, a publication 
wrote, “The focus of interest is the fact that the guerrilla army has 
built an independent ‘kingdom’.” (Toyo, February 1934.) 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE RESTORATION 
OF THE FATHERLAND 


From the early days of their activity, the young communists of 
Korea considered that the best way for Korea’s independence and 
sovereignty to be achieved was through all-people resistance based 
on great national unity, and that unity was the key to achieving inde- 
pendence solely by Korea’s own efforts. From this position they cre- 
ated the necessary conditions for launching the united front move- 
ment on a nationwide scale and, at the same time, steadily trained the 
nucleus and driving force to realize this purpose. 

The anti-Japanese guerrilla army, which had been called “a drop 
in the ocean” by the Japanese imperialists in its early days, grew in 
the course of a few years to become a powerful force, able to with- 
stand being surrounded by an enemy tens of thousand strong. 

Frustrating the enemy’s persistent “punitive” operations at 
every turn, the guerrilla units always emerged victorious. 

Entering the mid-1930s, the Japanese imperialists intensified their 
oppression and plunder in Korea as never before to turn the country 
into their “secure rear area” for expansion on the Asian continent; this 
further aggravated Korean people’s anti-Japanese sentiments. 
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Kim Ii Sung called a meeting of the military and political 
cadres of the KPRA at Nanhutou in February 1936, and proposed 
the formation of a standing anti-Japanese national united front. 
After full preparations, he convened the inaugural conference of 
the Association for the Restoration of the Fatherland in Donggang, 
Fusong County, from May | to 15, 1936. 

At the meeting he made a speech, titled Let Us Further Expand 
and Develop the Anti-Japanese National United Front Movement 
and Bring About a New Upsurge in the Korean Revolution as a 
Whole, in which he provided comprehensive clarification of the tasks 
required to unite the entire nation into a single political force under 
the banner of ARF, and the principles and methods to be adhered to 
in the anti-Japanese national united front movement. 

The meeting adopted the Ten-Point Programme of the ARF 
and its Inaugural Declaration and Rules. 


Inaugural Decla- 
ration and Rules 
of the ARF 


He said: 

“This programme calls for the establishment of a genuine peo- 
ple’s revolutionary government in Korea after the elimination of 
Japanese imperialism and the formation of a revolutionary armed 
force to fight for the independence of Korea. It also demands the 
nationalization of industries, agrarian reform, an eight-hour work- 
ing day, equality of the sexes, free compulsory education and 
other democratic policies.” 
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Kim I] Sung was elected president of the ARF at the meeting. 
The meeting decided to publish Samil Wolgan as the mouth- 
piece of the ARF. 
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On May 5, 1936, he proclaimed the founding of the ARF. 

The ARF was the first standing anti-Japanese national unit- 
ed front organization in Korea. Based on democratic central- 
ism, it was a mass organization and a powerful underground 
revolutionary organization which fully ensured the leadership 
of Kim I] Sung and the Party over the patriotic forces all over 
the country. 

ARF organizations spread throughout the homeland and much 
of Manchuria in a short space of time. 

In January 1937, the Korean National Liberation Union was 
formed as a subordinate organization of the ARF in the homeland, 
and in February that year the Changbai County Committee was 
formed, comprising three district committees, twenty branches 
and many chapters. It was a well-organized system with tens of 
thousand membership. 
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Trees bearing mottoes 
which announced the 
formation of the ARF 


in uniting the whole nation and preparing the founding of the Party. 


THE BEACON FIRE AT POCHONBO 


The meeting of the military and political cadres of the KPRA held 
at Xigang, Fusong County, in March 1937, discussed the proposal of 
a thrust into the homeland by a large unit. The intention was to stir up 
Korea with the sound of gunfire. The large force’s appearance in the 
homeland itself would greatly encourage the Korean people. 

During this period the Japanese imperialists made frantic 
efforts to obliterate the Korean nation, saying “Japan and Korea 
are one” and “Japanese and Koreans are of the same descent.” 
Surprised by the fact that the Japanese had conquered Manchuria 
with ease, many people in the homeland had the illusion that no 
force in the world could match the Japanese army. The flames of 
war spread by the ferocious Japanese army would increase fears 
and illusions about the “invincible imperial army”. The KPRA had 
to show in practice that they could defeat and totally destroy the 
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Japanese forces, though strong, in order to crush the myth. 

Several years of armed struggle by the KPRA in North and West 
Jiandao destroyed the myth of the “might” of the Japanese impenal- 
ists. However, owing to the strict news blackouts and distorted propa- 
ganda, the outcome of the battles was not publicly known as fact. 


Monument set up on 
June 4, 1967, in Hyesan 
City to the victorious 
Pochonbo Battle 


The KPRA main unit which started on the homeward advance 
broke through the enemy’s tight border guards, called the “iron 
wall’, on June 3, 1937, and climbed Konjang Hill, from where 
they could command a view of Pochonbo. 

With a gunshot sounded at 10 p.m. on June 4, 1937, as the signal, 
the KPRA soldiers started their attack. The police substation was 
destroyed in an instant and the raging fire quickly consumed the sub- 
county office, forest protection office, fire station, post office and vari- 
ous other enemy organs. Pochonbo was turned into a sea of flames. 

People rushed out into the street from every house. They joy- 
fully shouted “Long live General Kim I] Sung!” and “Long live 
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the independence of Korea!” The Proclamation and the Ten-point 
Programme of the ARF were posted on the walls of the street and 
handbills were scattered throughout the town. 
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The Japanese organs in Pochonbo in flames 


To the cheering crowd, Kim Il Sung made a speech: 

“Brothers and sisters, look at the flames over there. 

“... Those flames show the whole world that our nation is not 
dead but alive, and that if we fight against the Japanese imperialist 
invaders we can win.” 

He appealed to them to spread the flames throughout the 
whole of Korea. 

The news of advance to Pochonbo by the KPRA shook the 
whole of Korea. It was a shocking event, all the more so because 
the Japanese imperialists had bragged that there would be no more 
“disturbances” in Korea. 
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The Japanese cried in distress: 

“...When we think about the Pochonbo incident, we feel the 
shame of watching the haystack we had been carefully building 
for a thousand days go up in flames in an instant.... Oh! The fourth 
of June! You became a melancholy day of commemoration for 
life.” (Hamnam Kyongu, 1937.) 

The Battle of Pochonbo was reported by Tass, Pravda and 
Krasnoe Znamya of the Soviet Union, not to mention the newspa- 
pers and radio stations of Korea, China and Japan. 


THE ARDUOUS MARCH 


In the latter half of 1938, the Korean revolution faced a critical 
situation. While pursuing the Headquarters of the KPRA over long 
distances by mobilizing most of the main force divisions of their 
Kwantung Army and the Manchukuo army, as well as the local 
police forces, the Japanese imperialists conducted “surrender 
hunting” on a large scale in the name of “cultural punitive opera- 
tions”. Meanwhile, they destroyed revolutionary organizations and 
arrested, imprisoned and killed communists and Korean patriots 
more viciously than ever before. 

During the absence of the main force of the KPRA in the Chang- 
bai area, the Japanese imperialists destroyed nearly all the under- 
ground organizations there, also making arrests en masse in the 
homeland. The organization members who escaped took refuge. To 
back up their efforts, the Japanese put out propaganda on a wide 
scale that the Revolutionary Army had been “annihilated”. 

To overcome these difficulties it was necessary for the KPRA 
to make a significant advance into the homeland. The situation in 
those days was so unfavourable, however, that any thrust into the 
homeland involved great risk. 

In the spring of 1936 and the summer of 1937, and also in the 
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spring of 1938, the Comintern instructed that the anti-Japanese 
armed units in Northeast China should make an expedition to 
Rehe. It meant mobilizing these units in joint action with the 
Worker-Peasant Red Army units of the Communist Party of 
China, which were advancing towards Rehe so as to prevent the 
Japanese from thrusting into China proper. 

Kim Il Sung convened a meeting of the military and political 
cadres of the KPRA at Nanpaizi, Mengjiang County, where he 
analyzed and criticized the Leftist adventurous nature of the expe- 
dition to Rehe and its evil consequences. 

For a relatively small guerilla army to leave the mountains, its 
operation area, and march such a long distance through the open 
plains, where enemy forces hundreds of times stronger were con- 
centrated, was against common military sense. It was indeed an 
unrealistic and reckless adventure. 

Whenever a directive for an expedition to Rehe was issued by 
the Comintern, Kim II Sung held fast to the line of independence, 
the line of expanding the flames of the armed struggle into the 
homeland. At the same time, he launched vigorous military and 
political activities to fill the vacuum in the areas which had been 
occupied earlier by the Anti-Japanese Allied Army units now 
advancing on Rehe, while helping their expedition. However, the 
forces on the expedition to Rehe suffered great losses. 

Meanwhile, in order to tide over the crisis independently and bring 
about a great upsurge in the Korean revolution, Kim Il Sung ordered 
the KPRA to move quickly to the border areas and launch military and 
political activities more dynamically in these wide areas. 

The Nanpaizi meeting organized the KPRA into three direc- 
tional forces and an independent regiment, and divided the the- 
atres of their operations. 

After the meeting, in early December 1938, the main unit of 
the KPRA, led personally by Kim II Sung, left Nanpaizi and start- 
ed a march towards the border area along the Amnok River. The 
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march was a trek widely known as the Arduous March. 

To check the advance of the main force, the Japanese imperialists 
concentrated all their “punitive” forces; they placed these forces at 
every vantage point to blockade the KPRA unit and, once they had 
tracked down the guerrillas, trailed them tenaciously. The goal was 
to chase the guerrillas without giving them time to rest, sleep or eat. 
Thus, during this hard trek, the KPRA had to fight battles against the 
enemy almost every day, sometimes more than 20 battles a day. 
What was worse, that winter there was an unusually heavy snowfall, 
covering the mountains with deep snow, while the severe cold of 40 
degrees below zero threatened the guerrilla unit. In some places, they 
had to roll bodily on the snow to make a path, and in others, they 
tunnelled through. The soldiers’ uniforms were terribly torn, expos- 
ing their bodies, and their footwear was so worm out that the soles 
were coming off. As they marched through deep forest, they experi- 
enced famine; they had to eat a handful of corn or a few spoonfuls of 
parched-rice flour for a meal. When even such limited food was not 
available, they ate only snow to allay their hunger. Soldiers fell on 
the march, exhausted from fighting ceaseless battles without eating 
and sleeping and worse still, suffering atrophy. 

In the days of this arduous trek, Kim I] Sung, going from the 
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head to the tail of the column, encouraged the soldiers: 

“Please think of the homeland at every step. Never forget that 
you bear the destiny of the country on your shoulders.... Brace up, 
a little more! Then you can overcome this difficulty and advance 
into the homeland.” 

His noble idea and warm care gave the soldiers the conviction 
and strong will required to challenge and overcome this severe trial. 

Braving the ordeals and difficulties with an iron will and inde- 
fatigable revolutionary spirit, Kim I] Sung took the initiative at all 
times. He employed a variety of elusive and flexible guerrilla tac- 
tics suited to the challenges arising in the course of the march and 
attacked and annihilated the infinitely stronger enemy, skilfully 
combining large-unit action with small-unit operation, and using 
concentration and dispersal of forces, swift manoeuvre, and zigzag 
and telescope tactics and so on. 
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The main force of the KPRA finally arrived at Beidadingzi, a 
border area, in March 1939. Thus, the Arduous March, which last- 
ed for about one hundred days, ended in victory for the KPRA. 
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Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Suk in the days 
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle 


Headquarters at 
the secret camp 
on Mt. Paektu 


NATIONAL LIBERATION 


In the middle of the 1940s, as fascist Germany was destroyed 
and its ally, Japan, suffered repeated defeats on all fronts, 
favourable conditions were created for the final offensive opera- 
tion for national liberation. 

In keeping with the rapidly-changing situation, Kim I] Sung 
set forth the operational policy of liberating the country indepen- 
dent of foreign forces and. announced the plan for the final offen- 
sive operation at a meeting of the military and political cadres of 
the KPRA held in the Kanbaeksan Secret Camp in June 1945. 

The plan was to annihilate the Japanese imperialist aggressors and 
liberate the country by means of a full-scale KPRA offensive com- 
bined with all-people resistance—an all-out attack of the prepared rev- 
olutionary forces. Several armed units had already been organized 
throughout the country under the names of the Fatherland Liberation 
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Korea on its liberation day overflowing with joy 


76 


Corps, the secret society formed in the Nihon Iron Works, the Armed 
Revolt Society formed in Kyongsong (Seoul) and the People’s Armed 
Corps in Rajin. In 1942, more than 180 anti-Japanese underground 
organizations had been discovered in the homeland by the Japanese 
imperialists, and the total membership of only these organizations 
amounted to 500,000. According to the plan, the units concentrated in 
the areas around Mt. Kanbaek had to advance into every province 
along the planned routes. The forces along the Tuman River were to 
make a swift advance to the areas neighbouring the Tuman and the 
Amnok rivers as well as the Chongjin district, while those in the Far 
East would move to various parts of the country, including Pyong- 
yang, by air to occupy the already-built secret bases and launch the all- 
out military operation. In preparation for this, the small units of the 
KPRA and the political operatives which had been active in the home- 
land had to expand the anti-Japanese organizations on a large scale to 
inspire an all-people anti-Japanese war, so that the whole nation would 
launch a joint action with the advancing KPRA units everywhere. 

On August 8, KPRA units made surprise raids on several strate- 


The Japanese army 
that had attempted its 
aggression on the conti- 
nent suffered its ruin. 
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gic points of the enemy’s fortified zones in the border area such as 
Tho-ri in Sonbong County (present Rason City), Nambieli in 
Hunchun County and Dongxingzhen, plunging the enemy defence 
system into confusion and making a breakthrough for the final oper- 
ation. The KPRA’s all-out attack for national liberation finally began 
on August 9, simultaneous with the Soviet Union’s declaration of 
war against Japan. The KPRA units advanced like surging waves, 
annihilating the Japanese troops in close contact with the Soviet 
forces taking part in the war against the Japanese imperialists. 

In response to their offensive, the People’s Armed Corps, 
resistance organizations and the broad masses attacked the 
Japanese army, gendarmerie and police establishments to support 
the advancing KPRA units. The Japanese imperialists, struck a 
terrible blow by the fierce attack of the KPRA units and the posi- 
tive all-people resistance, hastily declared an unconditional sur- 
render on August 15, a week after the final operation against the 
Japanese imperialists had began. At last Korea was liberated. 

The whole country shed tears of happiness on the day of 
Japan’s surrender. Cheers of joy shook the whole nation, a nation 
that had put an end to the long dark night and stifling slavery 40 
years after the loss of its sovereignty. 

The liberation of Korea was the end result of the 20-year anti- 
Japanese revolutionary struggle led by Kim Il Sung. It opened a bright 
prospect for the revival and prosperity of the country and the nation. 
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BUILDING A NEW DEMOCRATIC KOREA 


THE TRIUMPHAL RETURN 


In August 1945, leading figures in Pyongyang and Seoul orga- 
nized Committees to Welcome General Kim II] Sung amid the 
cheers of independence that shook the whole country. The entire 
nation was eagerly awaiting triumphal return home of General 
Kim II Sung, the legendary hero of the anti-Japanese struggle and 
the saviour of the country. 

Prior to his return home, however, Kim I] Sung was work- 
ing hard to make preparations for the building of a new coun- 
try. 

On August 20, 1945, Kim Il Sung made a historic speech to 
military and political officers under the title, On Building the 
Party, State and Armed Forces in the Liberated Homeland. In this 
speech, he set forth the three immediate tasks to carry out the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and build a rich and 
powerful independent and sovereign state by continuously 
advancing the Korean revolution on the basis of the success 
already achieved. 

After making preparations for the building of a new coun- 
try, Kim II] Sung landed at the Port of Wonsan on September 19 
and arrived in Pyongyang by train on the morning of Septem- 
ber 22. 

He deferred both the announcement of his return to the 
homeland and his visit to his old home at Mangyongdae, which 
he had long yearned for, and plunged into the work of building 
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the party, state and the armed forces. He visited the Pyongyang 
Cornstarch Factory, Kangson Steel Works and other factories, 
farm villages and residential quarters, and met workers, peas- 
ants and other people. He also met important figures from 
Korea and abroad and discussed with them on the country’s 
affairs in his office and in his quarters, sharing bed and board 
with his comrades-in-arms just as he had done in his days at 
Mt. Paektu. 

After the accomplishment of the historic cause of founding 
the Party, Kim I] Sung, unable to delay the people’s desire to 
see him any longer, attended a welcoming rally held in the 
Pyongyang public playground (the present Kim II Sung Stadi- 
um) on October 14, Juche 34 (1945). When Kim II Sung 
mounted the platform, the shout “Long live General 
Kim II Sung!” echoed far and wide and the cheers of the crowd 
reached a climax. 

The newspaper Pyongyang Minbo wrote about the occasion 
under the title Cheers of 400,000 People Rock the Whole of Our 
Beautiful Land. 

“Pyongyang has a long history of 4,000 years and a population 
of 400,000. Has such a large crowd met in one place before? Have 
they ever had such a significant meeting? ... 

“ .. As soon as the gallant figure of General Kim I] Sung, the 
hero whom the Korean people had most deeply adored and impa- 
tiently awaited, appeared at the meeting, a storm of enthusiastic 
cheers arose and the entire crowd were so deeply moved that they 
shed silent tears...” 

Kim Il Sung acknowledged the enthusiastic welcome by over 
100,000 people in the playground, and then made a speech mark- 
ing his triumphal return to the homeland, titled Every Effort for 
the Building of a New, Democratic Korea. 

In his speech he appealed as follows: 

“The time has come when we Korean people must unite our 
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Kim Il Sung addressing at the mass rally of the Pyongyang citizens held on 
October 14, 1945, to welcome his triumphal return to the homeland 


.+Kim Sung in} 

fan emotional ; 
| meeting with his § 
| grandmother at | 
- } his birthplace in } 
- | Mangyongdae} 
| after 20 years of | 
: their separation | 


The Arch of Triumph 


The Arch of Triumph stands on the avenue facing Kim II Sung 
Stadium at the foot of Moran Hill, the stadium where Kim I] Sung, 
upon his triumphal return home after achieving the liberation of the 
country by leading the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle to victory, 
made a historic speech on October 14, 1945. 

Inaugurated in April 1982, the Arch of Triumph is 60 metres 
high, 50.1 metres long and 36.2 metres wide; it is a grand stone 
monument. 

In the centre of each side of the first floor is an arched gateway. 

Inscribed on the northern and southern faces of the first floor 
are the memorable years “1925” and “1945” signifying the period 
from when Kim II Sung embarked on the road of achieving Korea’s 
liberation to the time when he returned in triumph after achieving 
his aim. 

Carved in the centre of both the front and the rear of the second 
floor is the Song of General Kim Il Sung, while the right and left sides 
are engraved with a picture of Mt. Paektu, the sacred mountain of rev- 
olution, the engraving executed by linear perspective. 

The Arch of 
Triumph, designed 
and ornamented 
with the applica- 
tion of grand archi- 
tectural style and 
sharp __ sculptural 
interpretation, 
recalls forever the 
immortal — revolu- 
tionary _ exploits 
performed by 
Kim Il Sung for 
his homeland and 


strength to build a new, democratic Korea. People from all strata 
should display patriotic enthusiasm and turn out to build a new 
Korea. To contribute positively to the work of building the state, 
let those with strength give strength; let those with knowledge 
give knowledge; let those with money give money. All people 
who truly love their country, their nation and democracy must 
unite closely and build an independent and sovereign democratic 
state.” 

Only after extending greetings to the people on his triumphal 
return home did Kim Il Sung finally pay a visit to Mangyongdae, 
his home village. 


THE VANGUARD PARTY OF 
THE WORKING MASSES 


Kim I] Sung elucidated the immediate task of building the 
party, state and the armed forces in order to build a prosperous, 
independent and sovereign state after national liberation, and 
launched energetic activities for its implementation. 

First of all he set about accomplishing the cause of found- 
ing the party without delay, using the solid organizational and 
ideological preparations made during the anti-Japanese revolu- 
tionary struggle. As the party was the guiding force of the rev- 
olution, its founding was the first and foremost task. As soon 
as the country was liberated, the “M-L group”, “Tuesday 
group” and other factionalists in south Korea formed what 
they called the “Jangan Party” and “Reconstruction Party” in 
an underhand way without any mass foundations, and were 
engrossed in efforts to achieve “hegemony”. In this situation, 
Kim II] Sung set forth the policy of founding a unified party 
with the communists trained and hardened in the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle as the core, together with the commu- 
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nists who were active in different parts of the country and 
abroad. He declared that in order to push ahead with the Kore- 
an revolution as a whole by the efforts of the Korean people 
themselves in circumstances in which the United States occu- 
pied south Korea, it was necessary to establish the Central 
Organizing Committee of the Communist Party of North 
Korea (CPNK), a powerful organ of Party leadership, in the 
north, where conditions were favourable. Meanwhile, he took 
action to form Party organizations in all regions and expanded 
and strengthened them on the basis of the successes and expe- 
rience of Party building gained during the anti-Japanese revo- 
lutionary struggle. 

On the basis of these preparations, Kim I] Sung summoned the 


The venue where the inaugural conference 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea was held 


inaugural conference for the founding of the Party, which was 
held in Pyongyang on October 10, 1945, and formed the Central 
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Organizing Committee of the CPNK to proclaim the founding of 
the Party. 

As a result, the historic cause of the Party founding was real- 
ized. Kim I Sung defined the establishment of a democratic peo- 
ple’s republic and development of Korea into a prosperous, inde- 
pendent and sovereign democratic country, as the basic political 
task of the Party. 

The founding of the Party provided the Korean people with a 
genuine vanguard of the working class, a powerful political staff, 
and made it possible for them to step up the struggle to build a 
prosperous, independent new country under the leadership of the 
Party. 

The Party set out on the new road of its development as a rul- 
ing party from the first days of its founding. In August 1946, after 
Kim I] Sung’s proposal to build a mass party, the Communist 
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Party of North Korea was merged with the New Democratic Party 
of Korea to establish the Workers’ Party of North Korea, a unified 
party of the working masses. In November the Workers’ Party of 
South Korea was founded. On June 30, 1949, the Workers’ Party 
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of North Korea and the Workers’ Party of South Korea were 
merged to form a single party, the Workers’ Party of Korea 
(WPRK), at the Joint Plenary Meeting of the Central Committees of 
the two parties. 

The WPK was founded on the principle of setting up basic 
Party organizations first, then expanding and developing them 
before declaring a centre. It was built as a mass party which 
embraced the advanced elements of all strata, including workers, 
peasants and working intellectuals, not a party which served only 
a certain class. Reflecting this character, the emblem of the Party 
portrayed a writing brush, symbolizing intellectuals, together with 
a hammer and a sickle. 


THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC REFORMS 


Ushering in the New Year of 1946, following the turmoil and 
emotion of the previous year, a great social transformation project 
was launched in Korea to carry out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
democratic reforms. 

Kim II Sung said in his appeal to the population on New 
Year’s Day of 1946: 

“What, then, should be done in 194672... 

“We should organize the national united front solidly from 
the bottom up, and establish a democratic provisional govern- 
ment as soon as possible.... Further, by wiping out the surviv- 
ing elements of Japanese imperialism and carrying out demo- 
cratic policies, we must guarantee genuine freedom for the 
popular masses and take concrete measures to improve peo- 
ple’s living standards.” 

The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea 
(PPCNK) was organized on February 8, 1946, as the central 
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power organ of north Korea, comprising representatives of the 
workers, peasants and other people from all walks of life. It 
played the role of a weapon to carry out democratic reforms, 
whose main contents were agrarian reform, the nationalization 
of industries, the Labour Law, equality between the sexes and 
democratization in the areas of education, the judiciary and 
culture. 

Agrarian reform was the first and foremost task to be carried 
out in Korea, which had been a backward, colonial agricultural 
state. In those days, north Korean landlords accounted for four per 
cent of the total peasant households, yet they owned 58.2 per cent 
of arable land. The majority of peasants had no land, suffering ter- 
rible exploitation. 

Kim Il Sung advanced the slogan, “Land to the tillers!” at 
the Fifth Enlarged Executive Committee Meeting of the Cen- 
tral Organizing Committee of the CPNK, held on March 4, 
1946. At the meeting he gave a comprehensive explanation of 
the issues arising in carrying out agrarian reform. On March 5, 


The farmers receiving land without 
compensation, their lifelong desire 
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he proclaimed the Law on Agrarian Reform in North Korea. 

The law decreed that the reform should be carried out on the 
principle of confiscating land without compensation and free dis- 
tribution. The aim was to liquidate feudal land ownership and the 
landlord class in the rural areas and establish land ownership 
based on the peasants’ private ownership. 

The law defined landlords as those who owned five hectares 
or more and rented them out, living like parasites, and stipulat- 
ed that all the land which was not tilled by the owner himself or 
herself but rented out, should be confiscated, regardless of its 
size. 

Agrarian reform was carried out thoroughly within 20 days. 

Through the reform of agriculture, a total of 1,000,325 
hectares of land that had belonged to the Japanese imperialists, 
pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation and landlords were 
confiscated and distributed to 724,522 peasant households which 
had had little or no land. 


A parade to 
celebrate the 
enforcement 
of Labour 
Law 


On August 10, the Law on Nationalization of Industries, 
Transport, Communications, Banks and So On was published. 
The industrial facilities owned by the Japanese imperialists, 
comprador capitalists, pro-Japanese elements and traitors to 
the nation were confiscated without any compensation and 
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nationalized. However, those owned by the national capitalists 
and small and medium-sized business entrepreneurs were 
excluded from nationalization. Instead, their activities were 
encouraged. 

On June 24, the Labour Law for Workers and Office 
Employees in North Korea was proclaimed and on July 30, the 
Law on Sex Equality in North Korea was declared. Popular 
policies for democratization in the fields of the judiciary, pros- 
ecutors’ office, education and culture were put into effect one 
after another. 

The democratic reforms of society to wipe out the effects 
of Japanese colonial rule and the many social evils and fetters 
which had existed for several thousand years were carried out 
successfully in a short period, overcoming the defiance of 
reactionaries at home and abroad under the complicated situa- 
tion of national division. 


THE GENERAL IDEOLOGICAL 
MOBILIZATION CAMPAIGN 
FOR NATION-BUILDING 


By Kim Il Sung’s proposal, the Third Enlarged Meeting of 
the PPCNK in November 1946 set forth a policy for launching 
a general ideological mobilization campaign for nation-build- 
ing. 

The campaign aimed to create a great ideological transfor- 
mation to eliminate all degenerate and decadent customs and 
ways of life, a leftover from Japanese imperialism, and fully 
develop the spirit and features, morality and fighting efficien- 
cy required of the workers of a new democratic Korea. In line 
with the new environment in which the democratic reforms 
had been successfully carried out, it sought to give the country 
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wholesome and vital stamina, and also aimed at giving full 
rein to the creative wisdom and inexhaustible strength of the 
masses for the building of a democratic independent sovereign 
state. 

From the end of 1946, public discussions were held by the 
Party organizations, government bodies, mass organizations, 
factories and the rural communities to launch this campaign as 
an all-people movement. As a result, the movement was rapid- 


The Campaign against Illiteracy 


An anti-illiteracy campaign was conducted nationwide among the 
people of north Korea from the end of 1945 to early 1949. 

Because of imperialist Japan’s policy of making Koreans remain 
ignorant, there were more than 2.3 million illiterate adults in north Korea 
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ly popularized in all fields and units by the methods of ideo- 
logical education and ideological struggle. In the course of 
this campaign selfishness, Epicurism, immoral and lazy prac- 
tices, bureaucracy, lack of responsibility, mercenary spirit and 
other surviving traits of outdated ideas were criticized and 
overcome. Hostile elements, position-seekers and loafers were 
discovered and purged, and the masses’ nation-building politi- 
cal awareness, patriotic enthusiasm and positiveness rose high. 


immediately after liberation. This was a serious obstacle to involving 
them in political life and mobilizing them to build a new country. 

Under the slogan “Let the people begin to develop culture with the 
elimination of illiteracy!”, adult schools were set up throughout the 
country under unified state planning and guidance. Teachers and intel- 
lectuals went among the masses to launch the literacy drive. As a 
result, 16,178 adult schools were built in 1946 alone, and by the end of 
that year 556,000 people had freed themselves from illiteracy. 

In view of the fact that rural women and peasants were the over- 
whelming majority of those affected, the PPCNK took a measure late in 
November to launch a vigorous campaign to combat illiteracy in rural 
areas. The programme was planned for winter as this was the slack season 
for farming. During the period of the winter campaign against rural illiter- 
acy from December 1946 to the end of March 1947, workers of the Party, 
government bodies and social organizations were mobilized to form guid- 
ance committees for the campaign in the provinces, cities, counties and 
sub-counties, as well as a central coordinating committee. Literacy teams 
were formed in every ri (dong), enlisting illiterate members of the popula- 
tion from the age of 12 to 50. They learned to read and write in adult 
schools for more than two hours every day. 

The adult education system was reformed in line with the developing 
situation; adult school was developed into four-month Korean language 
school and senior adult school into two-year adult school and three-year 
adult middle school. From April 1948, short-course adult schools were set 
up everywhere for the re-education of those freed from illiteracy. The suc- 
cess and experience gained in the effort to wipe out illiteracy was publi- 
cized through literacy exhibitions, and the campaign was stepped up. 

Illiteracy was completely eliminated across the nation in the second 
period of the literacy and adult re-education campaign from December 
1948 to the end of March 1949. 


This campaign was the start of the ideological transforma- 
tion for finally eradicating outmoded ideological remnants in 
line with the new requirement of building a new society in 
Korea and bringing up all members of society into true com- 
munists. 


THE BIRTH OF JUCHE KOREA 


North Korea was strengthened and developed into a powerful 
motive force for the building of a new democratic Korea in a little 
over a year after national liberation. 

Nevertheless, the US imperialists dissolved the local 
autonomous bodies of south Korea and the people’s commit- 
tees at all levels by coercive methods and imposed military 


A mass meeting of the Pyongyang citizens in celebration 
of the founding of the DPRK 
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rule, instigating disturbances to arrest the patriots and con- 
cocting a plot to establish “separate elections and separate 
government” in south Korea. This was aimed at perpetuating 
the division of Korea, to which the Korean people could not 
remain indifferent. 

The Second Congress of the Workers’ Party of North 
Korea, held in March 1948, faced with these circumstances, 
set forth the policy of achieving national reunification by 
electing a supreme legislative body for the whole of Korea 
and, based on this body, forming a democratic people’s 
government. 

In order to form a united democratic government, it was neces- 
sary to strengthen the unity of the patriotic democratic forces in 


A mass meeting of ; 
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the north and south of Korea and all the conscientious people who 
aspired for the freedom and independence of the country and fight 
against the US policy of colonizing Korea. 

The Joint Conference of the Representatives of Political Par- 
ties and Public Organizations in North and South Korea was held 
in Pyongyang in April 1948. 

The conference was attended by 695 representatives from 56 
political parties and public organizations from both the north and 
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the south of Korea which embraced a total of over ten million 
members. 

Given the prevailing situation at the time, it was not easy to 
make people with different ideas and political views sit together. 
However, such differences could never be an obstacle to the 
achievement of national unity at a time when the future of the 
country and the nation hung in the balance. 

At the invitation of Kim I] Sung, many distinguished figures 
came to Pyongyang from south Korea, despite the vicious obstruc- 
tive manoeuvres of the US imperialists and their stooges. One of 
them was Kim Ku, who had considered the communists as the 


Mangyongdae Revolutionary School 


Mangyongdae Revolutionary School was established at Mangy- 
ongdae, birthplace of Kim Il Sung, on October 12, 1947. 

Following the liberation of Korea, Kim II Sung, out of his noble 
moral obligation to his late revolutionary soldiers who had fallen 
§ in the sacred war for Korea’s liberation, dispatched officials to 
various places around the country and even to Northeast China, 
while putting advertisements in newspapers and on radio services, 
in search of each and every offspring of his late revolutionary 
comrades. 

When the children of the deceased revolutionaries gathered at 
§ Mangyongdae, Kim II Sung went there in person to meet them and, at 
the inaugural ceremony of Mangyongdae Revolutionary School, he 
made an important speech in which he instructed the pupils of this 
school to grow up into fine revolutionaries, true to the wishes of their 
deceased parents. 

Kim Il Sung said: “I am the father of the children of this school.” 
He gave on-the-spot guidance at the school on more than 110 occa- 
sions and gave important instructions with regard to its work on 560 
occasions. 

The children of those who laid down their lives in defence of 
their homeland or at socialist construction sites are now studying 
at this school. {t operates an eight-year academic course for child- 


sworn enemy. Kim Kyu Sik also attended the conference. A US 
publication wrote that all the organizations, including left-wing 
and right-wing forces, participated in the conference, with three 
exceptions; Syngman Rhee’s and Kim Song Su’s parties and one 
other organization. 

The joint conference adopted the “Resolution on the Political 
Situation in Korea”, and the “Appeal to All the Korean Compatri- 
ots”. They expressed a determination to reject the separate elec- 
tions in south Korea and establish a unified government. 

Following the conference, a nationwide struggle against sepa- 
rate elections took place in south Korea. As a result of this strug- 


ren between 11 and 19 years of age. 
Graduates of the school are playing a key role in all spheres of 
Korean life. 
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gle the May 10 elections in the south ended in failure, but the 
United States fabricated the results of the elections to form the 
Syngman Rhee puppet regime. 

In response to this situation, measures were taken to establish a 
unified central government through a general election of the north 
and south of Korea, the aim being national salvation. 

This historic north-south general election was held on 
August 25, 1948. 

In the north, the deputies to the Supreme People’s Assembly 
were elected openly by direct and democratic suffrage. In south 
Korea, the people’s representatives were elected first in secret 
by the indirect method of collecting the signatures of voters, 
and the elected representatives then assembled in Haeju and 
held a conference to elect the deputies to the Supreme People’s 
Assembly. 

On the basis of the successful north-south general election, the 
founding of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
was proclaimed on September 9, 1948. It was the birth of Juche 
Korea, a dignified independent and sovereign state. Kim II Sung 
was elected Premier of the DPRK— the head of state. 


96 


THE FIRST WAR AFTER THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


THE 38TH PARALLEL AND 
THE DIVISION OF KOREA 


As the entry of the Soviet army into the war against Japan was 
decided at the Yalta Conference held in February 1945, Ameri- 
cans tried to limit the advance of Soviet army towards the east and 
expand their own operational theatre. They took into consideration 
the fact that their ground force stationed in the Philippines, thou- 
sands of miles away from the Korean peninsula, could hardly 
reach the Korean peninsula in a short time. Therefore, at the Pots- 
dam Conference held from mid-July that year to early August, 
they avoided discussion about the drawing of a line for the 
advance of their ground force. Instead, they realized a scheme to 
define the objective of their operations in Korea by their air force 
and navy. They also worked out an operational plan in anticipa- 
tion of the immediate surrender of Japan. 

The US military chiefs held a Coordinating Committee Meeting 
of Three Departments of State, the Army and the Navy on August 10 
where they discussed the issue of accepting the surrender of the 
Japanese army, and entrusted the operation bureau of the Department 
of the Army to draw the operational line of the US army in an appro- 
priate area of Korea. Those who gathered for this task were junior 
officers below brigadier general such as Dean Rusk (later the US 
Secretary of State) and Charles Bonesteel (the future commander of 
the UN forces). As a result of their deliberations on where to limit 
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their operational theatre for disarming the Japanese troops, they drew 
a demarcation line at the 38th parallel of the north latitude on the 
map of the Far East hanging on the wall, so as to divide the Korean 
peninsula into two. 

The Japanese “Imperial Headquarters” restructured the “com- 
mand system for operations on the mainland” in February that year, 
dissolving the “Korean Army” as a general term for the Japanese 
troops occupying Korea. The troops stationed to the north of the 
38th parallel were placed under the command of the Japanese 
Kwantung Anny, while those to the south came under the command 
of the 17th Corps, which had been the field army of the “Imperial 
Headquarters”. Using this restructuring as an excuse, the United 
States produced a “final plan”, according to which the Soviet Far 
East army would disarm the Japanese Kwantung Army stationed 
north of the 38th parallel and the US Far East forces would demili- 
tarizé those south of the line. The plan was submitted to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff for examination. It went through the Coordinating 
Committee of Three Departments of State, the Army and the Navy 
and was finally approved by 
Truman, the then US President. 
With the defeat of Japan, the 
division of Korea became US 
policy. As illustrated above, the 
Korean question was decided 
according to the interests of the 
United States after the World 
War II, contrary to the require- 

“a ment and demand of the Kore- 
, an people for independence. 
When the United States occu- 
pied south Korea on September 
8, Korea was divided into the 
north and the south, and the 
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nation which had lived on the same territory with the same blood 
from ancient times had been artificially divided. Had the Japanese 
imperialists not occupied Korea, the United States could not have 
interfered in Korean affairs and the question of the 38th parallel 
would not have come into being. Therefore, Japan also takes the 
blame for the division of Korea. 


THE KOREAN WAR 


Following the occupation of south Korea by the US troops on 
September 1945, the south Korean authorities committed more than 
5,150 organized armed provocations during three and a half years 
from January 1, 1947 to the day prior to the outbreak of the war. 
This was a prelude to the Korean War and at the same time, a “mock 
war’. Worse still, war against Korea offered the United States a way 
out of their catastrophic economic crisis, and they launched an armed 
invasion against the northern half of Korea on June 25, 1950. 

Early that morning, the 100,000-strong south Korean puppet 
army launched an all-out surprise attack all along the 38th paral- 
lel, intruding one to two kilometres deep into the northern half of 
Korea under the command of US military advisors. 

Faced with this grave situation, Kim I] Sung lost no time in 
convening an extraordinary meeting of the Cabinet of the DPRK 
and issued an order to the entire army to frustrate the enemy’s 
invasion and immediately mount a decisive counteroffensive to 
wipe out the armed invaders. 

In a radio address made on June 26, titled Go All Out For Vic- 
tory in the War, he explained the justice of the struggle being 
waged by the Korean people and set forth the tasks to mobilize 
everything for the victory of the war. That day, the Military Com- 
mission of the DPRK was organized as the supreme national lead- 
ership. Kim I] Sung was elected its chairman. 
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The soldiers of the Korean People’s Army on their coun- 


/ terattack after thwarting the enemy’s sudden attack 


; The Korean people 
emerged victorious 
in the fierce three- 
year-long war. 


A state of war was proclaimed on June 27, and a wartime 
mobilization decree was issued. In accordance with these mea- 
sures, all the work of the country was reorganized onto a war foot- 
ing. Workers’ regiments were organized in the major industrial 
districts and sent to the front, and large numbers of students and 
other young people volunteered to fight. 

The People’s Army, having frustrated the enemy’s surprise 


The US Cruiser Baltimore Sunk 


During the Korean War, the US army, in order to check the counter- 
attack of the Korean People’s Army, committed the warships of its Sev- 
enth Fleet to Korea’s East and West Seas to blockade the coasts of 
Korea and threaten both flanks of the advancing People’s Army while 
indiscriminately showering heavy bombardments upon cities and the 


The Second Torpedo Boat Flotilla 
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countryside. 
At 00:00 on July 2, 1950, the Second Torpedo Boat Flotilla of the 
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attack and switched over to the counteroffensive, rapidly 
advanced. Taking the initiative, it liberated Seoul within three 
days of the outbreak of the war. By mid-September, 90 per cent of 
the southern half of Korea had been freed. 

The United States, which had been driven into a tight corner, 
illegally instigated the formation of “UN forces”, shipping huge 
number of their aggressive forces and the forces sent by its 15 


Korean People’s Army was ordered to destroy the US warships con- 
centrated in the sea off Jumunjin. The flotilla immediately left Sokcho 
Port. It was about dawn when the flotilla found the US flotilla, com- 
posed of two cruisers, the Baltimore of 17,000-ton class and another of 
12,000 ton-class, and a destroyer of 3,000-ton class. The four torpedo 
boats of the Korean People’s Army began to attack the largest US war- 
ship under heavy fire from the enemy side. 

Torpedo boats, moving through a barrage of shells, zeroed in on the 
Baltimore and launched a torpedo, which hit the target, turning it side- 
ways down into the sea. The other cruiser, also hit by torpedoes, turned 
tail. 

The battle in the sea off Jumunjin ended in victory for the Korean 
People’s Army, and it came to be recognized as an unprecedented 
event in the world history of sea battles. 

The Second Torpedo Boat Flotilla was awarded the honourable 
title of Guard Unit. 
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satellite countries to the Korean front. 

The situation turned against the People’s Army because of the 
heavy odds. 

Consequently, the People’s Army organized a temporary 
strategic retreat, delaying the enemy’s advance as much as possi- 
ble. During the retreat, counteroffensive bases were built deep in 
the rear and the powerful forces formed with the retreated Peo- 
ple’s Army units and newly-formed units. A second front was 
formed with large combined units of the regular army behind the 
enemy lines so as to occupy a wide area of central Korea and 
ceaselessly fight the enemy. 


The Massacre in Sinchon 


During the strategic temporary retreat of the Korean People’s Army 
in the Korean War, the US army occupied Sinchon County, South 
Hwanghae Province for 52 days, from October 17 to December 7, 1950, 
during which time it cruelly slaughtered 35,383 people, equal to one 
fourth of the total population of the county. 

On October 18, US troops pushed about 900 people into the air-raid 
shelter of the county Party committee, poured gasoline into it and set 
fire to it, burning the internees to death; they also buried alive or burned 
to death 320 people on October 19 and another 300 people on October 
23 in the trenches around the air-raid shelter of the county Party com- 
mittee. On October 20 they confined 520 people, among them 100 
children, to the air-raid shelter of the county security office and used 
explosives to kill them all. The following day they loaded a number of 
people into five military trucks and carried them to Sowon reservoir, 
where they drowned the occupants, again killing all of them. The num- 
ber of people drowned at Sowon and Poku reservoirs from late October 
to the end of November amounted to more than 1,640. On December 7, 
US troops under the command of an officer named Harrison pounced 
upon Wonam-ri, Sinchon County, where they separated children from 
their mothers by force and put them in separate powder storehouses in 
Pamnamu (Chestnut—Tr.) Valley. They then gave gasoline to the 
thirsty children, killing many of them. The surviving children and the 
mothers then had gasoline poured over them, which was set alight. The 
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The Americans’ attempt to snatch the entire territory of the 
northern half of Korea was thwarted completely. 

In late October 1950, the Chinese people organized volunteers 
under the motto, “Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea, Protect 
Our Homes and Defend Our Motherland” and sent them to the 
Korean front. . 


The Korean People’s Army units, in close coordination with 
the Chinese People’s Volunteers units, launched counteroffensives 
to completely liberate enemy-held areas in the northern half of 
Korea by the end of that year and advanced to the areas south of 
the 38th parallel. 


US troops made sure everyone was dead by throwing grenades into the 
storehouses. A total of 400 mothers and 102 children were killed by 
these barbaric means. The US butchers perpetrated other cutthroat 
atrocities—disembowelling pregnant women, driving nails into or saw- 
ing heads, etc. 

In Sinchon there is a museum, which preserves and displays materi- 
als about the massacre and a number of the weapons used to slaughter 
the people. 


Part of the child- 
ren’s corpses 


The powder maga- 
zine where 400 
mothers were killed 


105 


In order to reverse their fortunes, the United States adopted a 
new military strategy. Thus the war grew fiercer and dragged on. 

By June 1951, the front had settled roughly along the 38th parallel. 

The People’s Army units dealt a terrible blow to the enemy, 
making raids by relying on tunnels and applying many adroit 
Korean-style tactics. 


The Scientists Conference Held in Wartime 


: In January 1951, when the Korean War was going on, Kim I] Sung 
8 indicated the direction for the reconstruction of Pyongyang City and 
3 instructed the relevant officials to map out a general plan for the pur- 
$ pose. In October the same year, he selected the location for the con- 
3 struction of the Huichon Machinery Factory that would lead the estab- 
’ lishment of a powerful machine-building industry. He also ensured the 
8 construction of modern machinery plants in various other places and 
$ initiated and directed a survey of national resources and the prepara- 
3 tions for grand nature-transformation projects. 

5 Universities and colleges at all levels were re-opened for the train- 
8 ing of national cadres, and in August 1951, daring measures were taken 
8 to recall the former students from the front line. 

: On April 27, 1952, a scientists conference was convened, in which 
3 Kim Il Sung delivered a speech, titled For the Development of Science in 
Our Country. He pointed out the problems in urgent need of solution in 
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The general plan 
drawn during the war 
for the reconstruction 
of Pyongyang City 
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The United States, faced with an acute political and military 
crisis by their repeated defeats, proposed armistice negotiations, in 
an attempt to accomplish what it failed to achieve by force. 

Failing to achieve their sinister aim at the negotiation table, 
they unilaterally broke off the negotiations and launched large- 
scale “summer and autumn offensives” (from mid-August to mid- 


various spheres of science to achieve victory in the war and to rehabilitate ’ 
and develop the national economy. He also set tasks to be tackled in order : 
to develop scientific research; the tasks of ensuring a close link between § 
theory and practice, developing scientific research in a planned and coor- $ 
dinated way, establishing the Academy of Sciences, and raising the politi- 3 
cal and ideological consciousness of scientists and technicians. 3 

In December the same year, the Academy of Sciences was inaugu- § 
rated. 3 

In 1952, during a meeting of world architects in Warsaw, a Brazil- $ 
ian architect saw the slides of the blueprint for the reconstruction of $ 
Pyongyang City and said: 3 

“History records no more brave and romantic people than the Kore- § 
ans, who are playing the symphony of victory in war even under the $ 
bombardments of the US imperialists, and who are drawing this beauti- 3 
ful picture in anticipation of their victory despite the ominous black § 
flames that hang over their cities and villages, sky and land. There can 3 
be few who don’t believe that the Workers’ Party of Korea headed by 
the great leader, the party that has instilled such indefatigable will and § 
conviction in you, will emerge victorious, and beautiful cities and vil- § 
lages will rise in Korea.” 3 


The staff and students ; 
of Kim Chaek Univer- 3 
sity of Technology $ 
receiving the former 3 
students upon their } 
return to the universi- 3 
ty from the front line $ 
on the order of the § 
Supreme Commander } 
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November), but they suffered disastrous defeats. 

Entering 1952, the United States launched what it called the 
“strangling operation” and “Kimhwa offensive” in succession by 
bringing reinforcements to the Korean front and even making use 
of germ and chemical weapons, which were banned by interna- 
tional law, but they were defeated by the counteroffensives of the 
People’s Army. 

The KPA’s powerful attacks on three occasions from mid-May 
1953 to the end of July brought about a brilliant conclusion of the 
war. 

On July 27, the armistice agreement was signed. 

The United States had shipped huge armed forces, over two 
million strong, including the armies of their satellite countries, 
into the Korean front. But it was defeated by a young army that 
was only two years old since it developed into a regular army. It 
lost 1,567,120 troops in total, including more than US 405,490 
aggressors, and suffered the loss of 12,220 air planes, 560 war- 
ships, 3,250 tanks and armoured cars, 13,350 trucks and 7,690 
guns of various types. Foreign mass media, commenting on this 
three-year-long war, said that the Korean people had already expe- 
rienced the third world war. 

Fireworks were set off and a military parade was held in 
Pyongyang in celebration of victory, while US generals lamented, 
recognizing their defeat. 

Kim Il Sung was awarded the title of the Hero of the DPRK 
for his achievement in leading the war to victory. 
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THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE KOREAN STYLE 


THE CHOLLIMA MOVEMENT 


In 1957, the northern half of Korea entered the stage of carry- 
ing out the First Five-Year National Economic Plan. The plan 
required great speed of implementation, for its objective was to 


lay the foundations of socialism. 


The economy, which had been severely damaged during the 


The Chollima Statue set up in 1961 


war, was rehabilitated in the 
main in the period of the 
three-year national economic 


_ plan (1954-1956), but the 
> country’s economic condi- 
= tion as a whole was very dif- 


ficult. The country was short 
of materials and furlds, and 
the people’s standard of liv- 
ing was still low. Worse still, 
the situation inside and out- 
side the DPRK was very 
complicated. 

At the Plenary Meeting 
of the Central Committee of 
the WPK held in December 
1956, Kim I] Sung set forth 
positive policies of bringing 
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Mass Gymnastics in Korea 


; In Korea, mass gymnastics are encouraged as they are a new mixed } 
’ form of expression, consisting of comprehensive physical exercises which } 
8 combine high ideological and artistic qualities and gymnastic skills. 3 
; From 1961, when a grand mass gymnastics performance, The Era 3 
3 of the Workers’ Party of Korea, was staged, a number of monumental § 
’ mass gymnastics pieces such as Chollima Korea, Following the Ban- § 
8 ner of the Workers’ Party of Korea, Song of Korea and The People } 
3 Sing of Their Leader, have been produced. 3 
$ _ The Ever-Victorious Workers’ Party of Korea, an epic piece combined 3 
3 with an art performance, which was staged in October 2000 to celebrate the } 
’ 55th anniversary of the founding of the Workers’ Party of Korea, highlight- ; 
8 ed the new phase that mass gymnastics have entered in Korea. i 
3 In Korea, a powerful base for producing mass gymnastics displays 3 
$ and extracurricular physical training centres where the schoolchildren } 
; can gain the required skills on a regular basis have been built. ; 


’ A scene of the 
? grand mass gym- 
’ nastics display, 40- 
3 Year History of the 
3 DPRK, held at 
§ Kim Il Sung Stadi- 
; um in September 
$ 1988 
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about a great revolutionary upsurge in socialist construction. He 
advanced the slogan “Let us overfulfil the five-year plan ahead of 
schedule with increased production and efficiency!” The key to 
carrying out the plan was to mobilize and explore untapped 
resources in every way possible and to increase the utilization rate 
of the equipment, on the principle of self-reliance. 

Following the meeting, Kim II Sung went to the Kangson Steel 
Plant and explained to the workers the difficulties faced by the 
country. He said that if the plant produced 10,000 tons more of 
structural steel over the next year than planned, it would help the 
country greatly, and indicated ways to tap all the plant’s resources 
for increased production. He made personal tours of factories, 
enterprises, rural communities, construction sites, fishing stations 
and other places from early in the morning and appealed to the 
workers to bring about a great upswing in socialist construction. 

Under the slogan “Charge at the speed of Chollima!” set forth 
by Kim II Sung, workers throughout the country produced mira- 
cles in all sectors of socialist construction. 

Chollima is a Korean word used from ancient times, meaning a 
legendary horse which could cover 1,000 ri (approximately 400 
km) a day. 

This was how the Chollima movement was started in Korea. 

The Chollima movement became the general line of socialist 
construction of the WPK, as a great revolutionary movement to 
sweep away all sorts of old habits in all domains of the economy 
and culture, ideology and morality. It sought to inspire continuous 
innovations and expedite socialist construction. 

Through this movement, the Korean people brought about a 
great upsurge in socialist construction. As a result, the Five-Year 
Plan exceeded its targets in two and a half years in terms of gross 
industrial output and in four years in terms of production indices; 
the annual average increase of gross industrial output was 36.6 per 
cent from 1957 to 1960. 
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Jin Ung Won (in 
the middle), for- 
mer leader of the 
general workshop 
of the Chollima 
Steel Complex 
and a frontrunner 
of the Chollima 
Workteam Move- 
ment, and his fel- 
low workers 


The Chollima Movement displayed its vitality to the full as a 
strong impetus to socialist construction, and developed further 
into the Chollima Workteam Movement. 

On April 15, 1961, the Chollima Statue was erected at the foot 
of Mansu Hill in Pyongyang. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE SOCIALIST SYSTEM 


The people-centred socialist system in Korea was established 
through revolutionary changes such as establishing people’s 
power and, relying on it, confiscating the properties of the 
Japanese imperialists and their stooges, abolishing the feudal 
landownership and ultimately replacing it with a cooperative peas- 
ant economy, and transforming the private handicraft economy 
and capitalist trade and industry along socialist lines. 

In the post-war days a vigorous struggle was launched in 
Korea to transform the relations of production along socialist 
lines in cities and rural areas, in parallel with economic con- 
struction. 
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First of all, activity to put agriculture on a cooperative basis 
was conducted on a full scale, following the policy of trans- 
forming the rural economy along socialist lines prior to its tech- 
nical reconstruction. It was done in a Korean style, suited to the 
reality of the Korean countryside. The criterion for coopera- 
tivization of the rural economy was not a question of whether or 
not the rural economy was equipped with modern technology, 
but whether the policy was presented as essential to the peasants 
and whether the motive force to undertake it was available. The 
voluntary principle was strictly adhered to in agricultural coop- 
erativization. The form and size of cooperatives and the meth- 
ods of pooling the means of production were decided in accor- 
dance with the peasants’ level of ideological consciousness and 
economic conditions. The year 1954 was set as the experimental 
stage of the agricultural cooperative movement. Several agricul- 
tural cooperatives were organized first in each county with the 
poor peasants and core elements, the most active supporters of 
cooperativization. 


The Sangyang Agricul- 
tural Cooperative on 
its inauguration day 
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The agricultural cooperatives began to display their superiority 
from the first year of farming—their per-unit yield of grain was 10 
to 50 per cent higher than that of private farming and their mem- 
bers’ cash income was two to seven times more than that of pri- 
vate farmers. As the advantages of the cooperative system were 
demonstrated, the campaign rapidly developed into a mass move- 
ment from the following year. 

As a result, 80.9 per cent of all rural households had joined 
cooperatives by the close of 1956. 

Drawing on the experiences gained in the formation of cooper- 


The Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery 


3 On Kim I] Sung’s initiative and under his meticulous guidance, the 
§ Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery was built on Jujak Peak of Mt. 
8 Taesong in Pyongyang City in October 1975 to mark the 30th anniver- 
3 sary of the founding of the WPK. 

; Later, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the WPK’s found- 


atives in the handicraft economy, which had been carried out on a 
partial scale before the war, producers’ cooperatives were orga- 
nized among craftsmen on a broad scale after the ceasefire and 
material, technical and financial assistance to them was intensified 
to consolidate them. 

Measures were taken to reform capitalist traders and industri- 
alists along socialist lines, since the war had reduced them to a 
position similar to that of the craftsmen. 

The tradesmen and industrialists were admitted into various 
kinds of cooperatives, including producers’, salesmen’s and pro- 


ing, the cemetery was expanded into a grand monumental edifice under § 
Kim Jong Il’s personal guidance. ; 

Buried in this cemetery are the late anti-Japanese revolutionary § 
martyrs who performed immortal exploits in their self-sacrificing strug- 3 
gle for the liberation of the country and the freedom and well-being of 3 
the people, for the founding and development of the WPK and for the ? 
victory of the socialist cause. 3 

At the main entrance of the cemetery there is a magnificent gate, } 
which leads to open area a little way up where group sculptures stand 3 
and lectures are given. A monument inscribed with Kim II Sung’s 3 
handwritten message and another monument with a poem of praise 3 
chiseled into it lie nearby. This area also has a wreath-laying plinth § 
with the medal of Hero of the DPRK executed in bas-relief to symbol- § 
ize the heroic exploits of the anti-Japanese revolutionary martyrs, and 3 
sculptural groups, one depicting battle, the other a scene of mourning, 3 
all solemnly presenting an ensemble of the entire history of the anti- 3 
Japanese revolutionary struggle. ; 

At the top of the sloping cemetery stand the lifelike bronze busts of } 
the anti-Japanese revolutionary martyrs against the background of a 3 
large red stone in the form of a fluttering flag. 8 

Kim fl Sung’s handwritten inscription carved into a monument to $ 
the left of the wreath-laying plinth reads as follows: 3 

“The lofty revolutionary spirit of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 3 
martyrs will live forever in the hearts of our Party and people. 3 


Kim I] Sung 
October 10, 1985” 
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Annual accoun- 
-ting and 
s income  distri- 
bution ground 
; of the Pulkkot 
Cooperative 
Farm 


ducer-salesmen’s cooperatives, on a voluntary basis. 

The establishment of a cooperative system of farming was suc- 
cessfully completed by August 1958. Concurrently with this, 
socialist reform of both individual handicraft work and capitalist 
trade and industry was accomplished. 

This brought about the undivided sway of the socialist rela- 
tions of production and the socialist system was established in 
Korea, eliminating all the sources of exploitation and guarantee- 
ing the people’s independent and creative life. 


AN EXODUS OF PEOPLE FROM 
CAPITALISM TO SOCIALISM 


In the mid-1950s, the desire of Koreans in Japan to return to 
their prosperous socialist homeland became more ardent than 
ever. In consideration of their wish, the Government of the DPRK 
expressed its deep concem for its compatriots and its position on 
accepting their desire for repatriation through a statement of the 
Foreign Minister on December 12, 1955. It also asked the Japanese 
government for cooperation. 
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There were great obstacles to realizing their repatriation, how- 
ever. After several years of positive and enterprising diplomacy, 
the “Agreement on the Repatriation of Korean Citizens in Japan” 
was signed in August 1959. Attracting global interest and atten- 
tion, the first repatriation ship left the port of Niigata in December 
and cast anchor at Chongjin in the homeland after sailing hun- 
dreds of miles of the East Sea. After that, the repatriation contin- 
ued, and a large number of Koreans resident in Japan, who had 
crossed the Korean Strait shedding tears of anguish, returned to 
the bosom of their beloved motherland, shedding tears of joy. 
Within one year of the sea route opening, 51,978 Koreans in Japan 
had returned to the homeland, spread over 51 occasions. 


The ship taking the first 
batch of returnees to their 
ong-yearned-for homeland 
came to anchor at Chongjin 
Port in December 1959. 


The repatriation brought admiration from people around the 
world. It was described as a “miracle in the history of the 20th 
century” and an ‘exodus of people from capitalism to socialism”. 
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The “King of the World Professional Wrestling”’ 


: On December 7, 1963, a six-man doubles competition took place } 
’ at the Hamamatsu Indoor Stadium in Japan. It was the last bout for 3 
$ Rikidozan, the “king” of the world professional wrestling. 3 
3 The day after this bout, he was stabbed by a gangster and wounded § 
’ severely; a week later, on December 15, he died. ; 
8 Rikidozan (November 14, 1920-December 15, 1963) was born of a $ 
’ worker’s family in Sinpho City, South Hamgyong Province. His origi- $ 
$ nal name is Kim Sin Rak. 3 
3 Extraordinarily strong in physique, he was brought to Japan in } 
’ February 1939 during the period of Japanese occupation of Korea. In } 
8 Japan he was forced to change his name into the Japanese. He became { 
’ a Japanese sumo wrestler. Rikidozan gave up sumo wrestling in May $ 
$ 1950 and made his debut in the world of professional wrestling. His 3 
$ pent-up anger against those who would slight or discriminate against } 
$ him for the simple reason that he was Korean, used to erupt in each 3 
$ bout, enabling him to show off his strength to full effect. i 
; For over a decade after his entrance into the world of pro-wrestlers, 3 


$ he defeated all the pro-wrestling stars in the United States and other § 
’ countries in the West and won five successive titles at the world champi- 3 
’ onships, as well as 19 other international competitions. He fought as 3 
’ many as 300 bouts on the US mainland and Hawaii, winning 295 times, $ 
3 earning the title of “king” of world professional wrestlers. 3 
3 In April 1962 he sent a gift and a letter of allegiance to } 
’ Kim II Sung on the occasion of the latter’s 50th birthday. 


Rikidozan and the scene of his bout 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
FREE MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM 


From 1947 free medical care was given in Korea to factory 
and office workers and their dependents based on state social 
insurance. The system drew on the experience gained in providing 
free medical care in the guerrilla bases during the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle. During the war, full preparations were made for 
introducing universal free medical care to protect people’s lives, 
reconstructing or newly building hospitals and clinics, ensuring 
the production bases of medical equipment and medicine were in 
good order and training health workers. This was achieved 
through massive state investment. 

Based on such measures, Cabinet Decision No. 203 of the 
DPRK “On Introducing Free Medical Care” was adopted on 


The Pyongyang 
Maternity Hospital 


Triplets born in a remote place 
and their mother are airlifted 
to the Pyongyang Maternity 
Hospital. 
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November 13, 1952, a time when fierce battles were going on. 
The following year universal free medical care came into force 
throughout the northern half of Korea. 

The introduction of free medical care brought stability and 
security to the population during the war and powerfully motivat- 
ed them in the struggle for victory in the war. 

From 1960, an integrated system of socialist state medical ser- 
vice was established by bringing individual doctors into the state 
system. 


Doctors taking care 
of health of the 
households under 
their charge 


Since then, the health of the population has been protected and 
improved. The Socialist Constitution of the DPRK and the Law on 
Public Health fully guarantee that citizens are entitled to free med- 
ical care. There are fully-equipped medical institutes and medical 
workers wherever working people live—cities, rural communities, 
fishing villages and mountainous areas. The state is responsible 
for taking good care of the working people’s health and lives 
through the community doctor system. All working people enjoy 
the benefit of preventive medical care before they fall ill, and the 
state invest in all aspects of medical care, including examination, 
medicines, hospitalization, sanatoriums, midwifery, dentistry, 
prosthesis, meals for inpatients and even travelling expenses for 
patients. 
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The “Queen of the World Table Tennis” 


Pak Yong Sun (August 22, 1956-July 14, 1987) snatched the 
women’s singles title at the 33rd World Table Tennis Champi- 
onships, held in Calcutta, India, in 1975. She received a crown 
and a band symbolizing the “Queen of the World Table Tennis” 
from the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the 
preparatory committee of the championships. At the 34th World 
Table Tennis Championships, held in Birmingham, Britain, in 
1977, she retained her title, becoming twice champion of the 
world table tennis. She was awarded the title of People’s Athlete 
in 1975 and the title of Labour Hero of the DPRK in 1985. 


Pak Yong Sun, winner of the women’s singles at the 33rd 
and 34th World Table Tennis Championships 
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THE TAX-FREE COUNTRY 


The Fourth Congress of the WPK (September 1961) adopted 
the decision to completely abolish the system of agricultural tax in 
kind during the period of implementing the Seven-Year National 
Economic Plan. In fact, the system of agricultural tax in kind, 
which had come into force through the passing of a law by the 
PPCNK in June 1946, was a single tax system enacted after the 


The Grand People’s Study House 


9 In the best location in the capital city of Pyongyang stands a mag- 
nificent building capped with a blue-tile roof. It is called the Grand 
People’s Study House with a total floor space of 100,000 square 
metres. Occupying 22,744 square metres of ground and composed of 
638 rooms, big and small, this great temple of learning is capable of 
receiving about 10,000 to 12,000 people a day. 
This palatial building, opened in the early 1980s, is host to a 
library of 30 million books, administered by a modern computer 
system. 


abolition of the obsolete taxation system. After liberation, agrarian 
reform was carried out to eliminate the remnants of Japanese colo- 
nial rule and feudal landownership in the countryside, and the sys- 
tem of a single agricultural tax in kind was enforced. As a result, 
peasants who had suffered oppression through many centuries 
became the genuine masters of the land; they delivered only 25 
per cent of their yield to the state as tax in kind. 

As the socialist state-owned industry developed and the inde- 
pendent foundation of the national economy was built, the state 
gradually lessened the burden of tax on the peasants. During the 


It is not merely a library. It caters to the different needs of its 
visitors, ranging from lectures and study workshops to question-and- j 
answer sessions and rooms for listening to music, using various 
forms and methods. The social education it provides for its visitors 
covers all spheres, including social and natural sciences, basic sci- 
ence and technical engineering, and new frontiers of science. At the 
end of every month, it gives notice of its lecture programme such as 
the subjects, date, time and place, as well as the lecturers’ names and 
professional qualifications, through the central TV network. Its 400- 
seat and 800-seat lecture halls show science films as visual aids to 
help the attendants with their study. The library also runs special 
courses for foreign language studies and organizes evening class 
programmes. The lectures, study workshops and special cours¢s are 
usually given by its own full-time lecturers. Sometimes prominent 
professors, doctors and teachers are invited as special lecturers. The 
Grand People’s Study House can be likened to a study-while-work- 
ing correspondence university. 

For a long time the site of the library remained vacant. One day in 
the late 1970s, some officials petitioned Kim II Sung to approve the 
construction of government buildings in the area. Kim Il Sung mulled 
over their request for a while, before suggesting that it would be better 
to use such a good location to build a place in which the people could 
learn and study to their hearts’ content. Later he initiated the construc- 
tion of a study house for all the people, and after its construction he 
named it the “Grand People’s Study House”. 


Fatherland Liberation War, the state exempted some peasants 
from it or reduced it drastically for others. After the war, the rate 
of tax in kind decreased to 20.1 per cent on average, and after the 
completion of the socialist reform of the rural economy, from 
1959 it was sharply reduced to 8.4 per cent. In addition, a measure 
was taken to reduce tax in kind on poor cooperative farms—some 
were exempted from it completely. Due to such measures, the 
number of cooperative farms which had been totally exempted 
from agricultural tax in kind exceeded the one third of the total 
number of farms by the end of 1963. In 1964, socialist industry 
developed further and the independent foundation of the national 
economy became stronger than ever, with the result that the pro- 
portion of the state budget coming from agricultural tax in kind, 
and its importance to the national economy, became insignificant. 
The Government of the DPRK adopted important measures as 
preparations for totally abolishing the system of agricultural tax in 
kind. One such preliminary step was the promulgation in 1964 of 
Cabinet Decision No. 61 “On Exempting Some Cooperative 
Farms from Agricultural Tax in Kind”. Following these preparato- 
ry steps, the system of agricultural tax in-kind was completely 
abolished in Korea in 1966. 


Good news on the 
abolition of agri- 
cultural taxes, 
posted on_ the 
newsboard of Yol- 
tusamchon Coop- 
erative Farm in 
Changdong-ri 
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This was the birth of the tax-free socialist countryside. 

The Third Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s Assembly 
held on March 21, 1974, passed a bill “On Abolishing the Tax 
System”, which proclaimed the abolition of the tax system from 
April 1, 1974. 


THE ADVENT OF THE JUCHE IDEA 
STUDY GROUPS 


The Juche idea has impressed many of the world’s progres- 
sives with its original evolution, scientific accuracy, truth and 
vitality, and the study and dissemination of it has given rise to a 
rapid increase in the ranks of its advocates throughout the world. 

The first Juche Idea Study Group, consisting of the advocates 
of the idea, came into being in Mali in April 1969. This was fol- 
lowed by the formation of a series of such groups under different 
titles, such as “Kimilsungism Study Group” or “Kimilsungism 
Study Society”, in a number of countries in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and Europe. This was the beginning of the organized 
study and dissemination of the Juche idea worldwide. 


| Fat cARaRMAMMAS 


CONGRESS OF INTERNATIONAL 
NSTI TU TE OF AUCHE IDEA 


Hall of inaugura- 
tion congress of 
International 
Institute of Juche 
Idea held’ in 
Tokyo, Japan, in 
April 1978 
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In the second half of the 1970s, national committees for the 
study of the Juche idea were set up in many countries amidst great 
interest from the respective governments; from the late 1970s to 
early 1980s, permanent regional and international bodies for the 
study of this idea were established. 


Kimilsungia 


In April 1965 Kim Il Sung paid a visit to Indonesia, where he 
was guided by his counterpart Sukarno to the Bogor Botanical Gar- 
den. 

While looking round the botanical garden, he stopped before a 
particular flower, its stem stretching straight, its leaves spreading fair, 
giving a cool appearance, and its pink blossoms showing off their ele- 
gance and preciousness; he said the plant looked lovely, speaking 
highly of the success in raising it. 

Sukarno said that the plant had not yet been named, and that he 
would name it after Kim I] Sung. Kim Il Sung declined his offer, but 
Sukarno insisted earnestly that respected Kim II Sung was entitled to 
such a great honour, for he had already performed great exploits for 
the benefit of mankind. 

Hence, a plant with a new botanical name, Kimilsungia, came into 
being. 

Kimilsungia belongs to the family Orchidaceae. 


The first 
Kimilsungia 
Exhibition 


On April 9, 1978, the “International Institute of the Juche 
Idea” was founded in Tokyo, Japan, preceded by the “Institute of 
the Juche Idea in Latin America” formed in the capital of Costa 
Rica in February the same year. The “Asian Regional Institute of 
the Juche Idea” was set up in New Delhi, India, in September 
1980, followed by the “African Regional Committee for the Study 
of the Juche Idea” in Freetown, Sierra Leone, in April 1985 and 
the “European Regional Institute of the Juche Idea” in Paris, 
France, in October. 

The International Institute of the Juche Idea performs the role 
of disseminating Kim Il Sung’s works, organizing seminars, lec- 
tures or symposiums on the Juche idea, publishing a magazine, 
Study of the Juche Idea, arranging meetings to exchange experi- 
ence in the study of the Juche idea, establishing either libraries or 
reading rooms and organizing books exhibitions for the dissemi- 
nation of the Juche idea. 


India, in April 1979 


Juche idea study groups are now active in more than 100 coun- 
tries. Seminars on the Juche idea are now held on a regional, con- 
tinental and worldwide basis to exchange successes and experi- 
ence gained in its study. 
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THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF 
INDUSTRIALIZATION 


In Korea, the task of socialist industrialization was carried out in 
the historic period from 1957 to 1970. Korea had not gone through 
regular stages of development owing to the military occupation of 
the Japanese imperialists in the past, and it lagged behind economi- 
cally and technologically. Embarking on the path of socialism in 
such a situation posed a very serious problem to carrying out indus- 
trialization. It was an issue which could decide the country’s political 
independence and the success or failure of the implementation of 
socialist construction as a whole. In order to accomplish socialist 
industrialization, Kim Il Sung set forth policies which accorded with 
the reality of Korea, and motivated the masses to implement this 
task. The plan was to give priority to the growth of heavy industry, 
while simultaneously developing light industry and agriculture. 

Giving priority to the development of heavy industry makes it 
possible to hit the basic target of socialist industrialization, and simul- 
taneously developing light industry and agriculture makes it possible 
to satisfy the material and cultural demands of the people by increas- 
ing the production of consumer goods and food. It also helps to pro- 
mote the extended reproduction of the economy and the supply of 
sufficient capital. At the same time, the principle of self-reliance was 
maintained in obtaining funds and training technicians for industrial- 
ization. To obtain the funds required for investment, measures were 
taken to steadily increase accumulation at home, tap the resources of 
the country to the full, and make rational and effective use of accumu- 
lated funds. In order to satisfy the great demand for technicians, 
efforts were made to educate and remould old-line intellectuals and 
involve them in socialist construction and to develop new intellectu- 
als in great numbers. Another measure taken to carry out the policy of 
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The trial operation of the 10,000- 
ton press manufactured by the 
Ryongsong Machinery Complex 
in celebration of the 40th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the WPK 
on October 10, 1985 


The first 
Sungri-58 
truck manu- 
factured in 
1958 by Sun- 
eri Motor 
Works by its 
own efforts 


The first Pulgungi electric locomotive 
manufactured in August 1961 by the 
Kim Jong Thae Electric Locomotive 
Factory is still running. 


industrialization was to rapidly increase industrial production by 
closely combining large-scale and medium and small-scale enterpris- 
es. The process was stepped up by ensuring the independence and 
multifarious character of production structure. In a situation where 
key industries were not available and the country lagged behind in 
production capacity, Korea had to go through the stage of laying 
foundations for industrialization and creating other necessary condi- 
tions before entering the stage of full-scale industrialization. 

Korea defined the period of the five-year plan which was start- 
ed from 1957 as the first stage of technical reconstruction. Its 
basic task was to prepare material and technical conditions capa- 
ble of equipping all sectors of the national economy with up-to- 
date technology in the future, while further consolidating the inde- 
pendent foundation of the national economy by building the foun- 
dation of socialist industrialization. This plan was carried out in 
four years. Based on this success, Korea started the First Seven- 
Year Plan to carry out comprehensive socialist industrialization. 

In this period, great efforts were made to establish an indepen- 
dent, modern and broad industrial base, utilizing solid domestic 
material resources and equipped with new technology and to carry 
out comprehensive technical reconstruction. As a result, the diffi- 
cult and complicated task of industrialization was successfully 
implemented in the relatively short period of 14 years. 

During the whole course of industrialization, industrial production 
increased at the high rate of 19.1 per cent per annum on average. 
Industrial output in 1970 was 11.6 times that of 1956; means of pro- 
duction increased by a factor of 13.3 and the production of consumer 
goods was 9.3 times higher. Industry developed at a fast pace and its 
scale expanded greatly, with the result that it represented a much high- 
er proportion of gross national product and national income. The share 
of industry in total industrial and agricultural production increased to 
74 per cent in 1969 as against 34 per cent in 1956; the share of indus- 
try in the national income created in industry and agriculture in the 
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The Vinalon Industry 


Vinalon was invented in the 1930s by Korean scientist, Dr. Ri 
Sung Gi (1905-1996). His invention, despite its great significance, 
could not bear fruit under the Japanese imperialist rule of those days. 

After liberation, however, under the leadership of Kim Il Sung, 
vinalon became a famous Korean fibre, and the vinalon industry 
established itself as a productive part of Korean industry. 

In Korea, where the climatic conditions are unfavourble and 
arable land is extremely limited, chemical fibre produced using lime- 
stone and anthracite as materials is more economic than natural fibre. 
Vinalon offered the prospect of fibre in abundance. 

Therefore, even in the grim days of the Fatherland Liberation 
War, Ri Sung Gi and his research group started research into the 
industrialization of vinalon production and completed it in a short 
time under the close concern of Kim II Sung. 

Kim Il Sung visited potential locations and personally selected the 
site for the first vinalon factory. Within a little over a year, the factory 
was built. It started operation on May 6, 1961. 


Later, the vinalon factory increased its production capacity by 
several times, and the number of enterprises using vinalon fibre 
increased daily. 


Part of the February 8 
Vinalon Complex 


Dr. Ri Sung Gi 
who invented 
vinalon 


same period increased from 25 per cent to 65 per cent. 

As the historic task of socialist industrialization had been suc- 
cessfully carried out, Korea, which had lagged behind in techno- 
logical civilization, became a socialist industrial state with modern 
industry and developed agriculture. 


THE UNIVERSAL COMPULSORY ELEVEN- YEAR 
EDUCATION EFFECTED 


In September 1949 the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly 
adopted a law on implementing the system of universal compulso- 


The Mangyongdae Schoolchildren’s Palace 


May 2, 1989 marked the inauguration of the Mangyongdae 
Schoolchildren’s Palace, the centre of extracurricular education for 
schoolchildren in Pyongyang. 
3 With a floor space of 120,000 square metres, this palace consists of a 
science building, indoor stadium, art building, and swimming pool, and is 
equipped with more than 200 club and practice rooms as well as a 2,000- 
seat theatre equipped with moving stage. The science building has rooms 
for science and technology circles, covering subjects such as the motor car 
and computers. It also has audio-visual lecture facilities, as well as an 
observatory. The art building is composed of rooms devoted to various 
circles, including accordion, electronic musical instruments, kayagum (a 
traditional musical instrument—Tr.), embroidery and Korean painting. 
The swimming pool is equipped with a variety of facilities for all-season 
training and is capable of holding international competitions. The indoor 
stadium is divided into a variety of club rooms and courts, each area being 
large enough for several games to take place at a time. The grounds of the 
palace are occupied by a motor-car driving practice area, tractor driving 
practice area, and sports fields. 
The palace is capable of accommodating as many as 5,000 
schoolchildren a day for their extracurricular activities. 
The palace has had the honour of staging performances many 
times in the presence of Kim II Sung and Kim Jong IL. 
Besides this palace, there is another schoolchildren’s palace in the 


ry primary education throughout the country from September 1, 
1950. The establishment of this system was, however, suspended 
temporarily due to the outbreak of the Korean War, which played 
havoc with the operation of educational institutions. 

After the war, all the educational institutions were rehabilitated 
within a short space of time and the universal compulsory primary 
education system was effected from August 1956, with the ensu- 
ing disappearance of school fees in primary schools. 

From November 1, 1958, the universal compulsory secondary 
education system was put into effect and the school fee system in 
secondary schools was abolished. 

On March 2, 1959, the DPRK Cabinet adopted Decision No. 


city, called the Pyongyang Students and Children’s Palace, which also 
serves as a centre for extracurricular education. This palace, located in 
the central part of Pyongyang, was destroyed just before its inaugura- 
tion during the Korean War. Despite the desperate economic situation 
of Korea following the war, Kim Il Sung instructed that this palace 
should be reconstructed to a standard worthy of a palace of the child- 
ren, the “Kings” of the country. Kim II Sung personally studied and 
examined the blueprints and model of this palace. 

As a result, the Pyongyang Students and Children’s Palace was 
inaugurated in 
1963, with its build- 
ae r ings offering § 
fi i giedttnbenedsns 50,000 square 
: il | /, metres of floor 
space, 15 times the 
size envisaged in 
the original design. 


18 “On Abolishing School Fees for Schoolchildren Throughout 
the Country”, enforcing universal free education from April 1, 
1959, for the first time in the history of Korea. 
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The children of Othan 
~~ Kindergarten in Pyong- 
yang City under the 

compulsory one-year 
preschool education 


Pupils of Janam Pri- 444 
mary School in "3% 
Kaesong City in their 
first lesson of the - 
compulsory eleven- § 
year education 


The Pyongyang Senior 
Middle School No. 1 
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Later, from April 1967, universal compulsory nine-year technolog- 
ical education was introduced and on September 1, 1975, universal 
compulsory eleven-year education was enforced throughout the coun- 
try, enabling the younger generation to have access to secondary edu- 
cation and lear the basics of modern science and technology. 


KIM IL SUNG’S SUCCESSOR ACCLAIMED 


From his early days, Kim Jong I] embodied Kim II] Sung’s rev- 
olutionary ideology, outstanding leadership and lofty communist 
virtue and assisted Kim Il Sung closely. While working on the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, he rendered 
great services to the development of the Party and the revolution, 
and to the welfare of the country and the people. 

Having understood through experience the great quality and 
wise leadership of Kim Jong II as an ideologist and theoretician, a 
statesman, a military strategist, and a people’s guardian, the peo- 
ple called him “Dear Leader”, placing their absolute trust in him 
and harbouring great respect for him. As a result of those feelings, 
they sent petitions and letters to the Party Central Committee in 
which they expressed their wish that Kim Jong Il should be 
acclaimed as the successor to President Kim II Sung. 

The Eighth Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Central Committee of the 
WPK was held in February 1974 in an unprecedentedly solemn atmo- 
sphere. 

An anti-Japanese veteran who held a key position on the Party 
Central Committee proposed Secretary Kim Jong II for membership 
of the Political Committee of the Central Committee of the WPK. All 
the attendees applauded in agreement. But Kim Il Sung remained 
pensive for a good while before saying that Secretary Kim Jong II was 
still young and that it would be better to hold the proposal in abeyance. 

The veteran, also a member of the Political Committee of the Party 
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Central Committee, rose to his feet again and said to the President: 
“Acclaiming Kim Jong Il as a member of the Political Com- 
mittee of the Party Central Committee is the request of the revolu- 
tion and the wish of the entire people. You say that he is too 
young, but I don’t think age matters in this case. You led the 
Korean revolution to victory when you were as young as 
Kim Jong I], did you not? As this is a matter bearing upon the des- 
tiny of the revolution, I think you need to change your opinion.” 
As soon as he had finished speaking, another member of the 
Political Committee stood up and expressed his full support for his 
colleague’s opinion, requesting that Kim I] Sung change his mind. 
Then another anti-Japanese veteran and member of the Politi- 
cal Committee rose up and said pleadingly: 
“President! To our regret, we are already old. Young and ener- 


Kimjongilia 


Kimjongilia, named after Kim Jong I, is a new variety of tuberous 
begonia which was bred by a Japanese horticulturist Kamo Mototeru 
through painstaking efforts over two decades. In February 1988 he 
sent this flower and a letter to Kim Jong II. The letter reads as follows: 


Japanese bota- 
nist Kamo 
Mototeru 
(second from the 
right) who bred 


getic comrades should now assist you. Only then can our revolu- 
tion progress more briskly in a youthful manner.” 

Finally Kim II Sung relented, saying if all the members of the 
Political Committee were of the same opinion, he would agree to 
their proposal. 

As a result, the meeting acclaimed Kim Jong II as a member of 
the Political Committee of the Party Central Committee and the suc- 
cessor to Kim Ii Sung. This was a historical event that ensured the 
carrying forward of the Juche cause to final, brilliant perfection. 

Later, when he was recalling Kim Jong Suk, the anti-Japanese 
heroine, Kim I] Sung said as follows: “You comrades say that I 
have trained Comrade Kim Jong II to be my successor, but, in 
fact, it was Kim Jong Suk (Kim Jong II’s mother) who laid the 
comerstone of this cause. That she laid such a foundation is the 


“T send this letter with the feeling of respect and admiration for the 
great leader Your Excellency Kim Jong Il. 

“T send you the tuberous begonia I bred with sincerity, congratulat- 
ing Your Excellency on your 46th birthday and hoping for better 
friendship between Japan and Korea. 

“.. I was reluctant to name my immature plant after Your Excellency’s 
august name, but I finally dared to name it Kimjongilia, wishing you a long 
life in good health and a bright future of prosperity and development. 

“If you allow me to present this plant to Your Excellency, I ‘will 
deem it an honour greater than I deserve. 

“I sincerely wish Your Excellency a long life in good health. 


February 13, 1988” 


The flower has now spread beyond the boundaries of Korea and 
been cultivated in many countries throughout the world. At the 12th 
International Flower Show held in Bratislava, Slovakia, in May 1991, 
Kimjongilia was greatly appreciated by the spectators as one of the 
“most beautiful flowers in the world” and a “symbol of loyalty and 
passion”, and awarded the special prize and gold medal. 

From 1997, the Kimjongilia Exhibition has been held on a grand 
scale annually in Pyongyang. on the occasion of February 16. 


greatest exploit she performed for the sake of the revolution.” 

Kim Jong Suk (December 24, 1917-September 22, 1949) 
embarked on the road of anti-Japanese revolution in her childhood, 
enlisting in the KPRA in September 1935. She was an indomitable 
anti-Japanese revolutionary fighter who rendered selfless devotion 
to all her work. She took part in all sorts of struggle—a number of 
big or small battles, work with the masses, underground work—loy- 
ally supporting and defending Kim II Sung. 


The Sea of Blood-style Revolutionary Operas 


The revolutionary opera The Sea of Blood was staged in Korea for 
the first time in 1971, after which a new style of opera termed Sea of 
Blood-style opera became popular. 

The revolutionary opera The Sea of Blood, an adaptation of the 
original The Sea of Blood written by Kim Il Sung, gives a profound 
explanation of the truth of revolutionary struggle that where there is 
oppression, there is resistance against it, and that revolution is the 
only way out for the oppressed working masses. It extensively 
depicts the Korean people’s anti-Japanese national liberation strug- 
gle in the 1930s with the anti-Japanese armed struggle as its core. 
This opera, with a distinctive Korean form and revolutionary con- 
tent, employs stanzas and pangchang (off-stage song—Tr.) and a 
combination of dance in its portrayal. It introduced set design pre- 
senting three-dimensional and lively scenes, thus ushering in a new 
era in the development of operatic art. 


A scene 
of the 
revolu- 
tionary 
opera 


THE THREE-REVOLUTION RED 
FLAG MOVEMENT 


In late 1975, upon Kim Jong Il’s initiative and under his 
guidance, the Three-Revolution Red Flag Movement was 
Jaunched in the DPRK as a new all-people mass movement. 


The opera also introduced a new Juche-oriented orchestra compo- 
sition combining traditional Korean musical instruments with Western 
ones and thus upgraded the role of the orchestra in operatic perfor- 
mances. 

The vitality and artistic attraction of Sea of Blood-style revolution- 
ary opera was fully displayed in later revolutionary operas, including 
A Flower Girl, Tell, O Forest, A True Daughter of the Party, and Song 
of Mt. Kumgang. 

Comparing these operas with the Renaissance in Europe, world 
audiences appreciated them as the products of “the socialist Renais- 
sance in the 20th century”, speaking highly of their creator, 
Kim Jong Il, as a maestro of art and literature. 


The Phibada Opera 
Troupe receiving 
standing ovations in 
various countries 


The movement aimed to accelerate socialist construction. 

The central task of this movement is to ensure the all-round 
promotion of the three revolutions—ideological, technological 
and cultural. It is a mass ideological, technological and cultural 
transformation movement geared to making all members of soci- 
ety communists, outfitting the national economy with state-of-the- 
art equipment suited to the requirements of a situation where 
industrialization has already been effected, and improving the 
working people’s cultural standards and technical know-how and 
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Hall of confer- 
ence of fore- 
runners of the 
Three-Revolu- 
| tion Red Flag 
Movement 
held in Pyong- 
yang 
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providing all conditions needed in their cultural lives. 

Started among the miners of the Komdok Mine and the coopera- 
tive farmers in Chongsan-ri in December 1975, the movement spread 
far and wide. In the course of its development, it helped the masses to 
make full use of their enthusiasm and creative zeal in socialist con- 
struction, improve their ideological and emotional lives and make 
progress in all spheres of economic and cultural construction. 

Model units are awarded the title of the Three-Revolution Red 
Flag, enacted by the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Peo- 
ple’s Assembly of the DPRK. Many units have already won this 
title, some of them twice or three times. 

The idea and theory of the three revolutions were authored by 
Kim II Sung. 

In order to realize the independence of the masses it is impera- 
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tive to free the people from all fetters of society, nature and obso- 
lete ideas. This is made possible only by sweeping away the rem- 
nants of old society and creating the new in all spheres of ideolo- 
gy, technology and culture. Carrying out the three revolutions is a 
strategic line a ruling working-class party should pursue constant- 
ly from the beginning of its building of a new society. 

The Three-Revolution Red Flag Movement is a mass move- 
ment which embodies this strategic line. 


THE MAGNA CARTA OF THE JUCHE IDEA 


Kim II Sung authored the Juche idea and led the revolution and 
construction to victory, guided by this idea. 

The Juche idea is, in a nutshell, an idea that the masses are the 
masters of revolution and construction and the driving force that 
propels the revolution and construction. In other words, it is the 
philosophy that man is the master of his own destiny and he is 
powerful enough to carve out his own destiny. 


Kim Jong Il’s works 
On the Juche Idea, 
published in several 
foreign languages 
by the Foreign Lan- 
guages Publishing 
House 


Kim Jong I has enriched and developed the Juche idea in 
scope and depth. He already defined Kim II Sung’s revolutionary 
ideology as an integrated system of the Juche idea, Juche theory 
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and Juche method; on the occasion of Kim I] Sung’s 70th birthday 
(April 15, 1982), he published the treatise On the Juche Idea, 
which integrated the principles of the Juche idea into one whole 
system and developed its contents in a profound way. 

The first point of this treatise is that the Juche idea is a new 
and original idea authored by Kim II Sung on the basis of the 
practical requirements of a new historical era and of the Korean 
revolution, the experience gained in and the lessons drawn from 
the revolutionary struggle in Korea. 

In the second point of his treatise, Kim Jong I] defined the 
Juche idea as a new philosophy which centres on man, and estab- 
lished its philosophical principle as follows: 


The Tower of the Juche Idea 


In the form of a giant torch, the Tower of the Juche Idea stands in 
the capital city of Pyongyang. As a symbol of the great and everlast- 
ing significance of the Juche idea, a man-centred political philosophy, 
the tower was inaugurated in April 1982 to mark the 70th birthday of 


Valuable stones sent from vari- 
ous countries for the building of 
the Tower of the Juche Idea 
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“The Juche idea raised the fundamental question of philosophy 
by regarding man as the main factor, and elucidated the philo- 
sophical principle that man is the master of everything and decides 
everything.” 

According to his treatise, man is a social being with indepen- 
dence, creativity and consciousness, which are his social attributes 
formed and developed in the course of social life and through the 
historical process of development; these essential qualities enable 
man to take a position and play a role as master of the world. 
Kim Jong Il also gave the new explanation that the Juche philo- 
sophical outlook on the world is based on the viewpoint that the 
world is dominated and transformed by man, and on the attitude 


President Kim I] Sung, who authored the Juche idea and applied it per- 
fectly to the reality of Korea. 

The tower, made up of 25,500 carefully-cut pieces of white natural 
granite, is of Korean form and 170 metres high. 

On top of the tower body stands a sculpture which is 20 metres 
high, made up of special red materials and in the shape of a burning 
flame, with lighting devices set inside. 

The front and rear sides of the tower body bear the letters “Juche” 
in relief, and in front of the tower stands a 30-metre-high group sculp- 
ture of a worker, a peasant and an intellectual holding a hammer, a 
sickle and a writing brush respectively, representing the emblem of the 
WPK, which is guided by the Juche idea. 

At the rear of the pedestal of the tower is a wall decorated with a 
variety of choice stone pieces bearing messages of support. The pieces 
were sent by Juche idea study groups and prominent individuals of 
political and social circles in many countries. 

There are two fountains set up in the midstream of the Taedong 
River, which flows past the front of the tower, capable of sending up 
150-metre-high jets of water. 

The Tower of the Juche Idea draws special attention from visitors 
as it is the one and only tower in the world to represent an idea. 


that the world should be seen from the viewpoint of man’s inter- 
ests, based on his activities. 

The third point of this treatise provides a scientific explanation 
of the fact that the masses are the subject of social history, and 
expounds that in order for the masses to hold their position and 
fulfil their role as the subject of history, it is important to establish 
the link between the leadership and the masses, and that the ques- 
tion of leadership of the masses is precisely the question of leader- 
ship given by the party and the leader to the masses. Kim Jong II 
explained that human history is the history of the struggle of the 
masses for independence, that the socio-historical movement is a 
creative movement of the popular masses, and that the people’s 
consciousness of independence plays the decisive role in the revo- 
lutionary struggle. 


REABROMN Fa elmgel 
HATS HR MS 


The venue of the national symposium in Tokyo, Japan, on 
Kim Jong Il’s work, On the Juche idea, on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of its presentation 


The fourth point of the treatise clearly explains that the inde- 
pendent stand must be maintained, creative methods applied, and 
the main stress placed on ideology in all spheres of Party and state 
activities, revolution and construction. 

In the fifth point of his treatise, Kim Jong II stressed that the 


144 


importance of the Juche idea to the transformation of the world 
would gain more weight with the progress of history. 

This treatise of Kim Jong I], titled On the Juche Idea, has been 
published in pamphlet form in many different languages and its 
full text has been introduced by mass media in many countries. 


THE WEST SEA BARRAGE 


The West Sea Barrage, located at the mouth of the Taedong 
River, was commissioned in June 1986. It is a miraculous irriga- 
tion structure extending 8 kilometres across the sea, built by the 
soldiers of the KPA and civilian constructors over a period of five 
years by walling off the wild sea. The revolutionary spirit of self- 
reliance and fortitude was displayed to the full in the course of its 
construction. 

On May 22, 1981, Kim II Sung sailed the rough sea off Nam- 
pho to get firsthand information of the waters in the area, checking 
the available information in comparison with the outline on the 
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map. For a long while he checked in detail the depth of water and 
of the layer of the mud on the seabed, the conditions of the tide 
and the colour of the water. He then marked off the location for 
the building of the barrage on the map and explained the direction 
and methods for construction. 

His instructions helped to ensure the construction of the bar- 
Tage as a grand monumental edifice within a short span of time. 

The barrage is designed to allow the passing of ships as great 


The King Tangun’s Mausoleum 


King Tangun’s Mausoleum is located at the foot of Mt. Taebak in 
Munhung-ri, Kangdong County, Pyongyang City. 
Tangun, the founder king of Kojoson (Ancient Korea—Tr.), the 


as 50,000-ton class. The annual amount of cargo transported 
through the locks of the barrage is 45 million tons. On the revolv- 
ing bridge over the locks lie a railway, a road and a pavement. 

The dam is composed of a main spillway and subsidiary spill- 
ways, set up with scores of sluices capable of rapidly draining a 
great volume of water from the Taedong River, and an embank- 
ment 6,500 metres long. On Phi Islet stands a monument to the 
West Sea Barrage and a lighthouse. At the gate of the barrage is a 


first state on the Korean peninsula, had until recently been regarded as 
a mythical being. 

According to True Records of Ri Dynasty, Supplement to the Edi- 
tion of Beautiful Scenery of the Eastern Land, Chronicle of Kangdong 
and other historical documents, Tangun’s tomb lies in Kangdong 
County, Pyongyang. 

In the course of unearthing Tangun’s tomb, the result of the 
instruction by Kim Il Sung to make an in-depth study of Tangun, histo- 
rians excavated the skeletal remains of Tangun and his wife, together 
with remnants of their possessions, in February 1993. According to sci- 
entific testing carried out on these bones, in 1993 they dated back 
5,011 years (+267 years). The discovery proves that Tangun is not a 
mythical being but a real historical figure. 

Consequently, in less than one year Tangun’s tomb was recon- 
structed into a unique and grand mausoleum that highlights traditional 
Korean customs. 

The mausoleum occupies a total area of 45 hectares. 4 

The mausoleum is a stone tomb in the form of a quadrangular pyramid, 
terraced in nine rows. It is 22 metres high and 50 metres long at its base. 

The coffin chamber is at the centre of the mausoleum. Visitors may 
enter the coffin chamber through the stone door at the rear. At the cen- 
tre of the chamber lie coffins of Tangun and his wife. A portrait of 
Tangun hangs on the front wall of the chamber. 

At the entrance to the mausoleum there are a stele dedicated to 
King Tangun, which was set up in 1936 when the tomb of Tangun was 
repaired, and 10 gateposts, as well as a monument to the reconstruction 
of King Tangun’s Mausoleum set up to commemorate the achieve- 
ments of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il in association with the recon- 
struction of the mausoleum. 
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granite monument with Kim II Sung’s handwritten inscription on 
the surface. 

Construction of the barrage cost four billion won. It resulted in 
the formation of a grand artificial lake down the Taedong River, 
and the storage of enough water to be used for irrigation of 
reclaimed tidal flats and farmland lying on the lower reaches of 
the Taedong and for industrial and drinking purposes in the areas 
on the banks. Another important benefit was the prevention of 
damage from drought and flood. The Taedong and Jaeryong rivers 
have become deeper. With the laying of a railway and a road on 
the dam, a boost has been given to the transportation infrastructure 
on the West Sea coast, and more interest has been added to the 
Taedong River scenery. 

Now that the West Sea Barrage, the Mirim Barrage, the 
Ponghwa Barrage and other barrages have been built one after 
another in a layer-to-layer way on the Taedong River, the possibil- 
ity has been opened for the construction of a grand canal linking 
the east and west of the country. 

As early as April 1952, when the Korean War was still in full 
swing, Kim Il Sung had mapped out a plan for the construction of 
a grand canal and assigned Kim II] Sung University to the task of 
making a feasibility study of the project. 


THE 13TH WORLD FESTIVAL 
OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS 


The 13th World Festival of Youth and Students was held on a 
grand scale in Pyongyang from July 1 to 8, 1989, amidst great 
interest and expectation of the world community. 

This historic Pyongyang festival, held under the motto “For 
Anti-Imperialist Solidarity, Peace and Friendship!” was a signifi- 
cant meeting, a grand gathering which contributed to strengthen- 
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ing friendship, unity and solidarity of youth and students on the 
five continents in their struggle to establish a new, peaceful world 
free from domination and subjugation, aggression and war. The 
festival, the first of its kind to be held in Asia, involved the partic- 
ipation of youth and student representatives from 180 countries, 
representatives from international and regional organizations, and 
guests of honour, including several heads of state and government 
and heads of political parties from many countries. There were 
21,500 participants in all. 

During the festival, about 3,000 events of all kinds, such as 
political meetings, cultural and art performances, sports events, 
the programme of the host country, and the “day of the host coun- 
try”, took place in more than 500 different venues. 

Kim JI] Sung delivered a welcoming speech, titled Young Peo- 
ple and Students, Be the Vanguard of Our Times, at its opening 
ceremony. 

The most significant events during the festival were the open- 
ing and closing ceremonies held at the 150,000-capacity May Day 
Stadium. These events were monumental masterpieces, never seen 
before in the history of the festival movement. They ensured the 
highest quality in terms of their unique content and form, their 
size and breadth, their formative and artistic representation, and 
their organizational and disciplinary strength. 

The grand art performance, titled The Song of Festival, staged 
by 70,000 young people at these ceremonies won great admiration 
from the attendees for its artistic quality and unique representation. 

The rhythmic movements of 6,000 performers to represent the 
flag of the festival, the performance given by 300 horn buglers 
attired as generals in the period of Koguryo, the march of the 
brass band of 1,300 young male and female students, the sound 
reverberating through the stadium, the scene of eight fairy-tale 
girls descending from sky, the three-dimensional and rhythmic 
presentation on the ground of the stadium and the swiftly-chang- 
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ing backdrops—they were an ideologically and artistically perfect 
ensemble of mixed art. 

During the festival, political forums discussed the pressing 
issues of the times and their solutions, while the Anti-Imperi- 
alist Tribunal and Special Panel exposed and denounced the 
crimes committed by the imperialists and their stooges to vio- 
late the independence of the masses by domination, subjuga- 
tion and violence. Many foreign youth and student representa- 


The International Friendship Exhibition 


The International Friendship Exhibition is located on Mt. 
Myohyang, one of the most famous mountains in Korea. The exhibi- 


tives expressed their strong solidarity with the Korean peo- 
ple’s struggle to achieve the independent and peaceful reunifi- 
cation of the country. 

With the participation in the festival of a south Korean girl stu- 
dent called Rim Su Gyong as the representative of the National 
Council of Student Representatives, the Pyongyang Festival rang 
with shouts of the slogan, Korea Is One! and seethed with mount- 
ing fervour for reunification. 


tion building blends splendidly with the beautiful natural scenery of 3 
the surrounding Mt. Myohyang. 

Commissioned on August 26, 1978, it is a Korean-style six- 
storeyed edifice with a total floor space of 46.000 square metres. 

As an ensemble of modern Korean architecture, the building pre- 
serves and displays by continent and by country a part of the collection 
of gifts presented to Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il by heads of state and 
government, heads of organizations and prominent individuals from 
around the world. 

As many as 211,000 gifts from more than 170 countries have been 
displayed in this exhibition. 

The gifts on display at the exhibition offer a rich variety of con- 
tents and styles. 

Among them are various portraits of President Kim’II Sung, 
including a life-size, lifelike wax statue, congratulatory banners and 
messages, a variety of ivory sculptures and stone ornaments, sets of 
goldware and silverware, a variety of tonics, a number of valuable 
books and furniture, historic relics and priceless treasures, and various 
types of passenger trains and cars, all permeated with the presenters’ 
creative wisdom and best wishes for the great men, Kim Hl Sung and 
Kim Jong II. 

The International Friendship Exhibition can be likened to a general 
art exhibition of mankind, a world treasure house, presenting a colour- 
ful scene and an insight into the different cultural standards and tradi- 
tions of countries and nations around the world. 


Young actors and actresses, including many world famous 
ones, staged unique performances at over 100 venues in 
Pyongyang. Meanwhile, sports fans held the “Festival Mile 
Race towards the Peaceful 21st Century”, adding fresh colour 
to the city. 


Part of the g 
opening cere- 
mony of the 
13th World Fes- 
tival of Youth © 
and Students 


During the festival, the participants enjoyed performances and 
folk games presented by the host country, such as a grand art per- 
formance staged by 5,000 performers, titled The Song of Joy, the 
mass gymnastics display of 50,000 youths and students, titled 
Korea Today, and Korean folk games. 

Foreign media broadcast news of the festival worldwide, com- 
menting that it was “the most wonderful and attractive festival in 
the history of festivals” and “‘a hugely successful festival, beyond 
the imagination of mankind”. 
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THE PYONGYANG DECLARATION 


In April 1992, representatives of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties and other pro-socialist political parties from many coun- 
tries across the world, who had come to the DPRK to congratulate 
President Kim I] Sung on his 80th birthday, adopted the Pyong- 
yang Declaration, titled Let Us Defend and Advance the Cause of 
Socialism. 

This declaration, countersigned by the representatives of 
more than 70 parties, including 48 heads of parties, pointed out 
that the present era is the era of independence, that socialism is a 
sacred cause for realizing the independence of the masses, that 
the frustration of socialism in some countries can never be con- 
strued as the denial of the advantage of socialism or the reac- 
tionary nature of capitalism, and that socialism is an ideal soci- 
ety of which mankind has long dreamed, and represents its 
future. 

The declaration mentioned that only socialism can eliminate 
all kinds of domination, subjugation and social inequality and 
ensure freedom, equality, genuine democracy and human rights 
for the people. It said that the setbacks experienced by some coun- 
tries in socialist construction owed, at least partially, to the failure 
of these countries to establish social structures suited to the basic 
demands of their peoples and promote the socialist construction in 
accordance with scientific theory on socialism. 

The declaration referred to the need for all the parties, in 
order to defend and advance the cause of socialism, to firmly 
maintain independence in their activities, build up their internal 
forces and formulate the lines and policies which meet the spe- 
cific situation in their respective countries and the demands of 
the masses. It called on the parties to implement these lines and 
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policies by relying on the people, hold fast to the revolutionary 
principles come what may and advance under the unfurled ban- 
ner of socialism. It was important to strengthen comradely unity 
and cooperation and the bonds of solidarity with each other on 
the principles of independence and equality, the declaration 
stated. 

The number of signatories to the declaration increased rapidly, 
doubling within six months and reaching over 250 by the year 
2000. 

Political parties in many countries have put forward the 
Pyongyang Declaration as the charter of socialism, a common pro- 
gramme of struggle. 


THE APRIL SPRING FRIENDSHIP ART FESTIVAL 


Every April, Pyongyang hosts the April Spring Friendship Art 
Festival on a grand scale on the occasion of April 15, the birthday 
of President Kim I] Sung. 


Artistes from various countries arriving in Pyongyang 
for the 18th April Spring Friendship Art Festival 
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This festival is aimed at strengthening friendship and unity 
between artistes from different countries and promoting cultural 
exchanges among them under the motto “Independence, Peace 
and Friendship”, thus contributing to the development of art for 
mankind. 

This grand art festival includes all branches of stage art, 
such as vocal music, instrumental music, dance and acrobatics. 
It involves the participation of well-known art troupes, 
prizewinners of international contests, people’s artistes, merited 
artistes and other talented artistes in a variety of colourful per- 
formances such as those by different nationalities and different 


The Mongolian army brass band which won the festival prize 
plays The Song of General Kim Il Sung. 


troupes, integrated performances, and joint performances. The 
performances are, in large measure, divided into those of music, 
dance and acrobatics. 
The festival confers certificates of merit, cups, prize money 
and souvenirs on the best troupes and excellent performers. 
Included in the repertoire of the festival are grand opening and 
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closing ceremonies, colourful events and seminars on the current 
development of national art. 

In the course of being held 18 times up to the last year of the 
20th century, the festival has grown in size and artistic level. 

Most of the songs sung on the stages of the festival are paeans 
to President Kim I] Sung and Kim Jong Hl. Some of them have 
been composed by the participants in the festival themselves with 
all sincerity. 


President Kim Il Sung’s Reminiscences With the Century 


In the twilight of his life, Kim Il Sung mapped out a plan to write 
his voluminous memoirs, titled With the Century, in which he would 
sum up his whole life. Unfortunately, he released only six volumes 
before he suddenly passed away. 

Later, on the basis of his plan and a concrete outline of the 
reminiscences, together with his manuscripts and his many 
instructions with regard to his recollection of important historical 


President Kim II Sung’s 
reminiscences and_ his 
manuscripts 


The performance given at the opening ceremony of the festival 
traditionally stages the Song of General Kim Il Sung as its prelude. 
Another notable tradition is that the conductor wears a band with a 
magnolia motif and the names of those who conducted this chorus 
song in the previous festivals, as well as the names of their coun- 
tries. At the 18th festival Vladimir Ponkin, senior conductor of the 
Russian National Orthodox Symphony Orchestra and an interna- 
tional prizewinner, conducted the song. 


facts and individuals, the continuing editions of With the Century 
are being released. 

In the preface to his memoirs With the Century, Kim Il Sung wrote 
as follows: 

“T have never considered my life to be extraordinary. 1 am content $ 
and proud to think that my life has been dedicated to my country and 
nation and spent in the company of the people. 

“T hope that what I write will convey to my posterity the truth and 
the lessons of life and struggle that if one believes in the people and 
relies on them, one will regain one’s country and win victory every 
time, and if one ignores people and is forsaken by them, one will sure- 
ly fail.” 


President 
Kim Il Sung’s 
reminiscences 
published in 
many national 
languages all 
over the world 


THE ETERNAL PRESIDENT OF THE DPRK 


Kim II Sung, President of the DPRK and General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the WPK, passed away at 02:00 on July 
8, 1994, due to sudden illness. 

His death was the greatest loss for Korea, the most devastating 
sorrow for the nation. 

The eighty-odd years of the President’s life were the history of 
his immortal exploits. He authored the Juche idea and, guided by 
this idea, carved out the destiny of the nation brilliantly. He devot- 
ed his life and soul to the struggle to perfect the cause of socialism 
and realize global independence. The course of his life is permeat- 
ed with the noblest sense of responsibility for the destiny of his 
homeland and people, with his ardent patriotism, with his warm 
love for his people and mankind, with his steadfast revolutionary 
principles and indomitable will, and with his selfless devotion to 
the cause of revolution. 

Upon the tragic news of his death, which came like a thunder- 
bolt, the entire Korean people, with unbearable grief rending their 
hearts, rushed day after day to where the President was lying in 
state or where his bronze statues stand to pour out their heartfelt 
grief. On the day of his demise it rained heavily all day long, 
lightning flashing across the sky, thunder rumbled, and birds flew 
eerily round his bronze statues, chirping loudly, adding to the peo- 
ple’s sorrow. 

On July 19, millions of Pyongyang citizens of all walks of life 
lined up along a 40 km-long route to pay their last respects to him, 
their copious tears soaking the ground. 

CNN International commented: The people in the West could 
not understand when President Kim II Sung used to say that north 
Korea was one single organism. The parting ceremony held on 
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The Pyongyang citi- 
zens mourning over 
the death of President 
Kim li Sung at the 
latter’s bronze statue 
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President Kim Il Sung’s funeral held in 
Pyongyang on July 19, 1994 


Foreigners mourning over the death of 
President Kim I] Sung and the flag flown at 
half-mast in front of the UN Headquarters 


Tuesday, however, made it clear that the north Korean people had 
regarded President Kim II Sung as their father. Their sense of grief 
over the loss of their President emanated from their innermost 
feeling, not under any coercion. 

President Kim Il Sung was indeed a great man, a great states- 
man, a peerless patriot and a national hero, who devoted his whole 
life to the sacred cause for the masses. 

On July 20, memorial services for President Kim I] Sung were 
held at central, provincial, city, and county levels: at 12:00 a 
salute of guns was fired in Pyongyang and provincial cities, and 
all the trains and ships, as well as all units throughout the country 
that could ring bells or sirens, rang them for three minutes for the 
deceased President. 

During the mourning period, as many as 212 million people 
expressed their grief over his death. Heads of state and govern- 
ment, leaders of political parties, public organizations, Juche idea 
study groups, organizations of friendship and solidarity with the 
Korean people, and representatives of different groups in 166 
countries sent 4,000 messages of condolences and presented more 
than 3,300 wreaths. Over 20 countries and international organiza- 
tions fixed a day of mourning or a mourning period and hoisted 
flags at half-mast; memorial services were held in more than 160 
countries. Over 60 heads of state and government, 170 heads of 
political parties, presidential envoys and Speakers of more than 40 
countries, several thousand delegations from organizations around 
the world, and 2,000 diplomatic envoys visited the DPRK mis- 
sions in their respective countries to express their condolences. 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin wrote in the visitor’s book to 
the following effect: President Kim II] Sung will live forever. 
Chairman Fidel Castro of Cuba wrote as follows: We have lost 
respected Comrade Kim II] Sung when he is badly needed for 
Korea and socialism; the international communist movement has 
lost a great bulwark. President Clinton of the United States 
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released a statement of condolence to express his grief over the 
death of President Kim II Sung. 


The Kumsusan Memorial Palace 


On June 12, 1995, the Central Committee and the Central Military 
Commission of the WPK, the National Defence Commission, the then 
Central People’s Committee of the DPRK and the then Administration 
Council of the DPRK adopted a joint decision which stated that the 
Kumsusan Assembly Ha Il, where Kim I] Sung had worked for a long 
time, should be called “The Kumsusan Memorial Palace”, the Kumsu- 
san area should be rebuilt into the most sacred temple of Juche, and 
Kim Il Sung would be installed in state at the palace. 

The Kumsusan Memorial Palace, which was rebuilt according to this 
joint decision, was inaugurated on July 8. In subsequent years, continuous 
efforts have been made to build up the palace and its surrounding area 
more solemnly and impeccably, with the result that it has taken on the 
appearance of perfection, worthy of the most sacred temple of Juche. 

The palace features a room where Kim II Sung lies in state, a hall 
where his statue stands, a room where orders and medals he received 

§ are exhibited, a hall of lamentation, and a place where a train coach 
and a car he used in his lifetime are displayed. The outside and the 
area surrounding the palace are occupied by a plaza and entrance pas- 
sageway, a grand assembly hall, a monument to Kim II Sung’s 
immortality, a circular road and a large tree garden. The palace is sur- 
rounded by a stone wall with stone gates in the centre. 


Meanwhile, during the mouring period more than 700 publi- 
cations and other mass media in over 120 countries released spe- 
cial editions and programmes and as many as 200 news agencies 
and broadcasting services transmitted the news of the President’s 
demise on more than 2,200 occasions, introducing the exploits he 
performed for the benefit of mankind, while the publications car- 
ried many articles in praise of him, describing his career as the 
“distinguished life of a people’s leader”, and calling him “a great 
man of great men” and “‘a possessor of great personality”. 


The Day of the Sun and the Juche Era 


The Juche era, beginning in 1912, the year Kim II Sung was born, 
has been instituted and April 15, his birthday, is marked as the Day of 
the Sun, in accordance with the joint decision dated July 8, 1997, of the 
Central Committee and the Central Military Commission of the WPK, 
the National Defence Commission, the then Central People’s Committee 
of the DPRK and the then Administration Council of the DPRK. 

The decision states in part as follows: 

“Holding the great Comrade Kim Il Sung in high esteem forever 
as the eternal leader of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Korean 
people, as the Sun of Juche, and staunchly defending and illuminat- 
ing his revolutionary achievements down through the generations is 
the unshakable determination of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the 
unanimous will of the Korean nation.” 


The Foreign Orders and Honorary Titles 
Awarded to President Kim Il Sung 


From the 1940s up to the present Kim Il Sung has received 230 
orders, medals and honorary titles from governments, political par- 
ties, public organizations and enterprises in more than 70 countries, 
including over 30 foreign cities, about 30 foreign universities and 
institutes, and ten or more regional and international organizations. 

Orders, medals and honorary titles are still being conferred on 
him from many countries, even after his demise. 


FOR ONE KOREA 


THE JULY 4 NORTH-SOUTH 
JOINT STATEMENT 


On August 6, 1971, during a mass meeting in Pyongyang held 
to welcome Samdech Nordome Sihanouk of Cambodia, 
Kim Il Sung expressed the willingness of the north side of Korea 
to have contacts at any time with the political parties, including 
the Democratic Republican Party, and other public organizations 
and influential individuals in the south. 

As a result of the positive response of the south Korean 
authorities to this proposal, high-level political talks were held 
between the north and south of Korea in May 1972. 

In his conversations with the south Korean delegates, 
Kim I] Sung said: 

“T believe that the reunification question must be settled inde- 
pendently without foreign interference, and peacefully on the prin- 
ciple of promoting great national unity.” 

Both sides worked out a North-South Joint Statement on the 
provisions of their agreement based on these three principles and 
published it simultaneously in Pyongyang and Seoul on July 4, 
1972. 

The joint statement reads in part: 

“First, reunification should be achieved independently without 
reliance on outside forces and free from their interference; 

“Second, reunification should be realized peacefully without 
recourse to arms against the other party; and 
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“Third, both sides, as one nation, should promote great national 
unity, transcending the differences in ideas, ideals and systems.” 

These three principles of national reunification constituted a 
common national reunification programme, a charter for national 
reunification, which both the north and the south jointly con- 
firmed. Both sides solemnly declared their intention to implement 
it by reflecting the entire nation’s demand for independence and 
their fundamental interest. 


The concrete wall built south of the Military Demarcation Line 
across the Korean Peninsula to divide the territory permanently 


With the publication of this joint statement providing momen- 
tum, the desire for national reunification mounted rapidly nation- 
wide, and a new phase opened up in favour of reunion. 

Less than a year later, however, the south Korean chief 
executive officer announced his so-called “special statement”, 
in which he openly espoused the “two-Korea policy”, aimed at 
perpetuating national division and making it a fait accompli. 
Consequently, the joint statement failed to be implemented, yet 
it became the banner of the entire Korean nation in their strug- 
gle for national reunification. 


164 


THE 30TH SESSION OF THE UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The Korean question had long been discussed in almost every 
session of the UN General Assembly since the establishment of 
the United Nations in 1945. 

Originally, it was a matter to be resolved entirely by the Kore- 
ans themselves, as it was a matter of reuniting their whole land, 
divided artificially by outside forces, and rejoining the bonds of 
fellow countrymen. 

The resolution of this question became very complicated, 
however, due to the schemes of the United States, which had 
occupied south Korea after the nation’s liberation on August 
15, 1945. 

The United States deliberately broke up the second session of 
the Soviet-US Joint Commission, which was held in May 1947 to 
discuss the establishment in Korea of a democratic unified provi- 
sional government, and brought the question of Korea before the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. The United Nations 
rigged up the “UN Temporary Commission on Korea”, sent it to 
south Korea, and forced its “Small Assembly” to adopt a resolu- 
tion in February 1948 on holding a separate election in south 
Korea under the “supervision” of the commission. Later on June 
26, 1950, the day after its provocation of the Korean War, the 
United States got its “resolution” defining the DPRK as the 
“aggressor state” passed by coercion at the UN Security Council. 
On July 7 the same year, it manipulated the United Nations to 
adopt the resolution on organizing “UN Forces” and dispatching 
them to the Korean War. 

Even after the conclusion of the Korean Armistice Agreement, 
the US frustrated the convocation of the political meeting intended 
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to discuss the withdrawal of foreign armies from Korea and the 
matter of realizing the peaceful reunification of Korea, as was 
envisaged by the armistice agreement, wasting time in the pursuit 
of a solution to the Korean question. 

Afterwards, as newly-emerging forces took their places in the 
arena of the United Nations and raised their voices in demand of 
independence, new, tangible changes loomed large in the settle- 
ment of the Korean question. 

In 1973, the 28th Session of the UN General Assembly 
opened with the attendance of the DPRK representative for the 
first time in the history of the United Nations. The meeting 
opposed the machinations of the United States for “two Kore- 
as”, rendered positive support to the proposal of the DPRK 
Government based on the three principles of national reunifi- 
cation confirmed by the North-South Joint Statement, and 
passed a resolution calling for the immediate dissolution of the 
“UN Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of 
Korea”. 

The 30th Session of the UN General Assembly, held in 1975, 
adopted a resolution co-sponsored by 43 member states entitled 
“Creation of Favourable Conditions for Converting the Armistice 
into a Durable Peace in Korea and Accelerating the Independent 
and Peaceful Reunification of Korea” by the majority vote of 51 
to 38 in its First Committee meeting. This resolution, which 
demanded the dissolution of the “United Nations Command”, 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from south Korea and the replace- 
ment of the Korean Armistice Agreement with a peace treaty, 
obtained three more votes in the Plenary Meeting of the Assembly 
and was passed. 

Foreign media commented that it was “a great victory of 
extreme importance to the DPRK”. 
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THE KWANGJU POPULAR UPRISING 


From March 1980 the flames of the anti-fascist struggle for 
democracy launched by youth and students spread far and wide 
across south Korea. In order to maintain the “Yusin” dictatorship, 
Chun Doo Hwan declared “emergency martial law” throughout 
south Korea on May 17 the same year, which prompted the citi- 
zens of Kwangju to rise in armed revolt against the “government”. 

This popular uprising started with a demonstration on May 18 
by the students of Jonnam University. The youth and students 
took part in the demonstration to demand the lifting of the “emer- 
gency martial law”. When the military authorities committed the 
heinous airborne troops to enforce a bloody crackdown, the 
enraged demonstrators resisted violently. 


Kwangju citizens 
who turned out 
in the struggle 
against the Unit- 
ed States and the 
military fascist 
clique 


The demonstration immediately swept through the whole city, 
with all the citizens of Kwangju and the workers and farmers in 
the suburbs of the city joining in. The number of demonstrators 
grew to about 300,000 on May 21. The demonstrators attacked the 
ruling machinery, including the provincial and city administration 
office buildings, taking control of them. They then raided 
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armouries and seized thousands of arms. Many tanks and 
armoured vehicles were also taken from the “martial law army”. 
The demonstrators fought bravely, driving the army out of the city 
and putting Kwangju under their complete control. 

The flames of resistance spread to most regions of South Jolla 
Province and as far as North Jolla Province, with 17 cities and 
counties, including Mokpho, Raju, Hwasun, Ryongwang and 
Tamyang, coming under the control of the demonstrators. 

The demonstrators in Kwangju formed autonomous organs, 


The April Popular Uprising 


In April 1960, anti-US imperialist resistance for national salvation 
broke out in south Korea. What caused this development was Syngman 
Rhee’s scheme to win the presidency for the “fourth time” and Ri Ki 
Bung’s plot to “be elected” vice president in the elections held on 
March 15 that year. It was accompanied by unprecedented terrorism 
and fraud. The pent-up anger of the south Korean people erupted. 

On the day of the “election”, students and citizens in Masan City 
staged a demonstration, shouting “The current election is invalid. Don’t 
count the votes.” The demonstration soon changed into an uprising 
involving 23,000 people, and it spread to Seoul, Taegu, Pusan and all 
other areas of south Korea. Amid this struggle, a new mass resistance 
broke out in Masan in mid-April. 

The mass struggle initiated in Masan shifted its centre to Seoul, and 
expanded rapidly. 

On April 19, university students and other demonstrators in Seoul 
dashed to the “Capitol Building”, the den of reactionaries, shouting slo- 
gans such as “Corrupt politics must retire!”, “Down with the Syngman 
Rhee regime!” They burnt down the notorious “anti-Communist hall” 
and the headquarters of the Liberal Party. The US economic arbitrator 
coordinating office and the US economic cooperation agency in south 
Korea were stoned. 

The uprising took place in almost all cities and regions in south 
Korea, attacking ruling machinery everywhere. Dumbfounded by this 
uprising, the United States and their stooges attempted to soothe the 
people’s anger by partially restructuring the composition of the south 
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including “Civil Administration Committee” and the “Democracy 
Struggle Committee”, as well as armed self-defence units such as 
the “civilian army”, “special guard force” and “shock brigade”. A 
series of large-scale mass rallies to denounce the “Yusin” fascist 
dictatorship were held almost every day. 

Embarrassed by the developing situation, the Chun Doo Hwan 
clique reinforced the “martial law army” to place several rings of 
troops around Kwangju, encircling the city. They made military 
threats and enforced an economic blockade. As the demonstrators 


Korean regime, while harshly suppressing rioters by mobilizing the 
armed forces. But the bloody oppression could not stop the struggle of 
the south Korean people. 

On April 26, after over a month of bloody conflict, they overthrew 
the Syngman Rhee regime. 

In the period of the April popular uprising, various forms of strug- 
gle took place on 523 occasions throughout south Korea, involving a 
total of 1,358,000 people. 

The Syngman Rhee regime was toppled, but the anti-popular ruling 
system under the US occupation remained. 


The rioters 
; dragging the 
statue of Syng- 
man Rhee 


students who turned out in 
demand of new society and 
new politics 
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offered stubborn resistance, Chun, supported by the US imperial- 
ists, hurled about 70,000 troops, 150 tanks and armoured cars, 100 
large-calibre guns, super large helicopters and even a missile unit 
into another crackdown operation against the demonstration at the 
dawn of May 27, saying “You may as well kill even 70 per cent of 
the population of Kwangju.” The riot troops barbarically sup- 
pressed the demonstrators, firing even choking gas shells—a rare 
sight in the history of war. 


Kwangju = City 
smeared with the 
blood of rioters 


Of the total population of 800,000 citizens of Kwangju City, 
5,000 were slaughtered, 14,000 severely or slightly wounded, and 
tens of thousands arrested. 

The demonstrators did not yield despite the lack of food and 
the cut in the supply of water and electricity, part of the “block- 
ade” by the enemy. 
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The heroic Kwangju Popular Uprising joined by as many as 
one million people of all walks of life in and around the city ended 
in failure, but it shook the ruling systems of both the United States 
in south Korea and the south Korean authorities to their very foun- 
dations. 


THE PROGRAMME FOR THE FOUNDING OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF KORYO 


In his report to the Sixth Congress of the WPK on the work of 
the Central Committee presented on October 10, 1980, 
Kim {1 Sung put forward a new programme for the reunification of 
the country by proposing the foundation of the Democratic Feder- 
al Republic of Koryo. 

He said: 

“Our Party maintains that the country should be reunified by 
founding a Federal Republic through the establishment of a uni- 
fied national government, on the condition that the north and 
south recognize and tolerate each other’s ideas and social systems. 
It would be a government in which the two sides are represented 
on an equal footing and under which they exercise regional auton- 
omy with equal rights and duties.” 

In the unified federal state, a supreme national federal assem- 
bly would be formed with an equal number of representatives 
from the north and south and an appropriate number of representa- 
tives of overseas nationals. This assembly would aiso form a fed- 
eral standing committee to guide the regional governments of the 
north and south and to administer all the affairs of the federal 
state. 

As the unified government of the federal state, the supreme 
national federal assembly and the federal standing committee, its 
permanent organ, would discuss and decide political affairs, mat- 
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The 1999 Pan- 
National Rally for 
Peace and Reunifica- 
tion of the Homeland 
held at Panmunjom 
on August 15 


The Pan-National Reunification 
Concert held in Pyongyang 
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The players of the North- 
South Football Game 
entering the May Day Sta- 
dium on October 11, 1990 
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ters of national defence, foreign affairs and other matters of com- 
mon concern related to the interests of the country and the nation 
as a whole, fairly and in accordance with the desire for national 
unity, cooperation and reunification. They would also promote the 
coordinated development of the country and the nation and realize 
unity and cooperation between the north and south in all spheres. 
The unified government of the federal state should respect the two 
social systems, as well as the wishes of the administrative organi- 
zations, every party, every group, and every section of the people 
in the north and south and prevent one side from imposing its will 
on the other. 

Under the leadership of the federal government, the regional 
governments in north and south would follow independent poli- 
cies within limits that are consistent with the fundamental interests 
and demands of the whole nation, and strive to narrow the differ- 
ences between north and south in all spheres and achieve the coor- 
dinated development of the country and the nation. 

The DFRK should be a neutral country which does nat join 
any political-military alliance or bloc. 

The programme reflects the concrete reality of Korea and has 
highlighted the great possibility of establishing a reunified state in 
spite of the differences of ideologies, ideals and socio-political 
systems that exist within the Korean nation. 


THE NORTH-SOUTH JOINT DECLARATION 


From June 13 to 15, 2000, Chairman Kim Jong II of the DPRK 
National Defence Commission and President Kim Dae Jung of 
south Korea held a historic summit meeting in Pyongyang. 

On June 15, the North-South Joint Declaration signed by the 
top leaders of both sides was published. The two leaders declared 
in the joint declaration that their meeting, the first in the history of 
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The Repatriation of the Unconverted 
Long-Term Prisoners 


In the late 20th century, more precisely, on September 2, 2000, the 
$ 63 unconverted long-term prisoners, who had remained faithful to their 
conviction in socialism while serving prison terms of 30 to 45 years in 
§ south Korea, were repatriated to their homeland, the DPRK. 

They not only had emotional meetings with the family members 
they had yearned to see for such a long time, but also tightly hugged the 
senior officials of the WPK and the state who had come out to receive 
% them. Line upon line of people greeted them throughout the whole 


300,000 Pyongyang cit- 
izens giving warm wel- 
come to Ri In Mo 
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§ route, more than one hundred kilometres long, from Panmunjom, 
3 through Kaesong City on the demarcation line to Sariwon City and on 
to the capital city of Pyongyang. The day was declared a holiday. They 
were awarded the National Reunification Prize. 

In 1993 the former war correspondent of the KPA, Ri In Mo, known 


as an acted long-term prisoner whe had been faithful to his princi- 
ples and patriotism for 34 years, during which time he had suffered all 
sorts of torture so cruel it defied human imagination, was repatriated to 
the embrace of his homeland after more than four decades. 

Ri, born in 1917, served as a war correspondent during the Korean 
War (June 1950 to July 1953). During the period of the strategic retreat 
of the People’s Army, he enlisted in the Jirisan guerrilla army in south 
Korea before getting wounded and captured. 

On April 15, 1993, President Kim I] Sung visited Ri, who was hos- 
pitalized at a branch of the Red Cross General Hospital of Korea at the 
time. The President hugged him tightly and asked how he was, before 
getting familiarized with his treatment and the state of his health condi- 
tion and speaking comforting and inspiring words to him. 

The President said that it is a great pride of the WPK and the Kore- 
an nation to have such an incarnation of conviction and will and a die- 
hard communist as him. 

That day, President Kim Il Sung conferred the WPK’s membership 
card on Ri, marked with Ri’s card number at the time of his admission 
into the Party and with the President’s autographed signature on it. The 
President then put a watch bearing his signature round Ri’s wrist and 
posed with him for a photo. 

The Central People’s Committee of the DPRK awarded Ri In Mo 
the title of Hero of the DPRK and Kim II Sung Order, the supreme 
honour for a Korean citizen, in appreciation of his loyalty. 


63 unconverted long- 
term prisoners return- 
ing to the homeland 
over the Military 
Demarcation Line 


Korean division, was an event of momentous significance in pro- 
moting mutual understanding, developing north-south relations 
and achieving peaceful reunification. 

The joint declaration contained five main points. Both sides 
agreed to solve the question of national reunification independent- 
ly by the concerted efforts of the Korean nation. Recognizing that 
the low-level federation proposed by the north and the common- 
wealth system proposed by the south for the reunification of the 
country have similarity, both sides agreed to work together for the 
reunification in this direction in the future. The two sides agreed 
to settle the humanitarian issues as early as possible, including the 
exchange of visiting groups of separated families and relatives and 
the issue of unconverted long-term prisoners, to mark August 15 
(the day of Korea’s liberation) that year. Both sides agreed to pro- 
mote the balanced development of the national economy through 
economic cooperation and build mutual confidence by activating 
cooperation and exchange in all fields; social, cultural, sports, 
public health, environmental and so on. Lastly, both sides agreed 
to hold authority-to-authority negotiations as soon as possible to 
put the above-mentioned agreed points into speedy operation. The 
joint declaration also noted that President Kim Dae Jung courte- 
ously invited Chairman Kim Jong II to visit Seoul and Chairman 
Kim Jong II agreed to go at an appropriate time in the future. 

The summit meeting in Pyongyang marked an important occasion 
when the desire and will of the 70 million Koreans to achieve an inde- 
pendent and peaceful reunification of the country were confirmed once 
again. Throughout the whole course of the talks, both sides repeatedly 
confirmed that both the north and the south are one nation, inseparable 
from one another, and incomparably closer to each other than to any 
other neighbour. It was this that had led to the adoption of the joint 
declaration, by reflecting the aspirations and desire of the entire Kore- 
an people to achieve the sacred cause of national reunification and 
build a prosperous country by their concerted efforts. 
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Pyongyang accorded warm hospitality to Kim Dae Jung and 
his party. Kim Jong Il greeted them at Pyongyang Airport, and as 
many as 600,000 Pyongyangites of all walks of life welcomed 
them with warm compatriotic feelings along a route several kilo- 
metres long. 

Chairman Kim Jong I] accompanied President Kim Dae Jung 
as far as the guest house, where he conversed with him and posed 
with him and his party for photos. 

On the day of his arrival in Pyongyang, President Kim Dae 
Jung paid a courtesy call on President Kim Yong Nam of the Pre- 
sidium of the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly, who held a 
banquet in honour of the south Korean president and his party. 

Chairman Kim Jong Il and President Kim Dae Jung held a 
private meeting in Pyongyang on June 14. That day they jointly 
signed the North-South Joint Declaration. On the same day, 
north-south top-level talks were held at the Mansudae Assembly 
Hall. They exchanged opinions on a series of issues related to 
achieving national reconciliation and unity, mutual exchanges 
and cooperation, and peaceful reunification. That day President 
Kim Dae Jung arranged a banquet at the Mokran House as his 
visit to Pyongyang drew to an end. Chairman Kim Jong I was 
invited to the banquet. 

On June 15, Chairman Kim Jong II gave a luncheon in honour 
of President Kim Dae Jung and his party. 

During their sojourn in Pyongyang, President Kim Dae Jung 
and his party enjoyed a music and dance general performance 
staged by Pyongyang artistes and visited the Mangyongdae 
Schoolchildren’s Palace, where they were treated to a perfor- 
mance of the art-circle members of this palace. President Kim Dae 
Jung’s wife and some of his entourage looked round Pyongyang 
Maternity Hospital, Changgwang Kindergarten, the People’s 
Palace of Culture, the Grand People’s Study House and many 
other places. 
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Chairman Kim Jong II presented gifts to President Kim Dae 
Jung and his wife. President Kim Dae Jung presented Chairman 
Kim Jong I] with gifts in his own name and in the name of his 
wife and his own. 

Chairman Kim Jong I] warmly saw President Kim Dae Jung 
off at Pyongyang Airport on his return south after his successful 
visit to Pyongyang. 

The historic north-south summit meeting and top-level talks in 
Pyongyang reaffirmed the three principles of national reunifica- 
tion. It marked a turning point in promoting national reconcilia- 
tion, unity, mutual exchanges, cooperation, peace and reunifica- 
tion on an expeditious basis. It was a momentous event that high- 
lighted the unshakable will of the Korean nation to achieve the 
sacred cause of reunification without fail by the concerted efforts 
of all its members. 
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UNDER THE BANNER OF 
ARMY-CENTRED POLICY 


THE LINE OF SIMULTANEOUSLY CARRYING 
OUT ECONOMIC CONSTRUCTION 
AND DEFENCE BUILDING 


The United States precipitated the “missile crisis” against the 
Republic of Cuba, escalated its war of aggression against Viet- 
nam, and in south Korea, stepped up its aggressive provocations 
against the northern part of Korea, making frenzied preparations 
for a new war. 

In order to cope with this situation, the Fifth Plenary Meeting 
of the Fourth Party Central Committee of the WPK (December 
1962) set forth the line of simultaneously carrying out economic 
construction and defence building. This policy aimed at boosting 
economic construction, while directing equal efforts to defence 
building, propelling two fronts of construction in parallel relying 
on the revolutionary enthusiasm and creativity of the working 
people. 

Kim II Sung said: 

“It is of paramount importance for our revolutionary struggle 
and construction work today to reorganize all socialist construc- 
tion in line with the requirements of the prevailing situation, and, 
particularly, to build the economy and the nation’s defences in 
parallel so as to further increase our defence capability to cope 
with the enemy’s aggressive manoeuvres.” 

In order to hit the high goals of socialist construction and, at 


179 


the same time, to secure the nation’s defence by carrying on the 
building of the economy and defence in parallel, every sector had 
to greatly increase its output. 

It was a very difficult task given the circumstances of those 
days. Korea had just entered the stage of comprehensive industri- 
alization after recovering from the damage caused by the war. But 
it was a must for ensuring the independence of the country. 

Under the slogan “A Gun in One Hand and a Sickle and Ham- 
mer in the Other!”, the entire population came out to implement 
the new strategy. 

After the meeting, efforts for defence building were directed to 
carrying through the Juche-oriented military line, the contents of 
which were to make the People’s Army an army of cadres, to 
modernize it, to arm the entire people and to fortify the whole 
country, in addition to preparing the army and the people political- 
ly and ideologically. As a result, the whole country was turned 
into an impregnable fortress capable of fully withstanding any 
aggression of the enemy and reliably safeguarding the security of 
the country. 


THE PUEBLO INCIDENT AND. 
THE EC-12] INCIDENT 


On January 23, 1968, naval vessels of the KPA captured the 
US armed spy ship Pueblo (1,000-ton class) in the very act of 
espionage. It had entered deep into the DPRK’s territorial waters, 
at 39° 17.4’ North Latitude and 127° 46.9’ East Longitude, 7.6 
miles away from Ryo Island off Wonsan. 

On the orders of the US CIA, the Pueblo, attached to the US 
Pacific Fleet, had been given the task of spying on the Far East of 
Russia and the territorial waters of the DPRK. On January 15 it 
reached the waters of the latter through the former’s Maritime 
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Territory. The spy ship intruded into DPRK waters on 17 occa- 
sions, on full alert each time, and engaged in espionage off 
Chongjin, Wonsan and other places, using radar and various other 
monitoring instruments. 

It performed thorough reconnaissance on the radar network of 
the KPA, the movement of DPRK navy vessels, the depth of water, 
the tide, salinity and transparency, as well as the capacity of harbour 
accommodation and displacement of vessels at anchor. This was 
admitted in a statement of Captain Lloyd M. Bucher and other crew. 


; The captured US 
: : be armed spy ship 
Pueblo and_ its 


‘| “eeeun.~ Captain Lloyd Mark 
Bcemagere ; Bucher making a con- 
fession of the crimes 


Nevertheless, asserting that “It was an unjust capture on the 
open sea,” the United States demanded that north Korea return the 
ship and its crew at once, apologize to the US Government and 
compensate for damages. Its demand being rejected, the United 
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States was foolish enough to threaten military action. 

US President Johnson convened the National Security Council 
on January 24 and 25 and made a decision to launch “military 
retaliation”. 

The “working group of the Korean peninsula” was established 
by the US Departments of State and Defence and the CIA, and 
measures were proposed to address the situation. These included 
blocking the entrance to the port of Wonsan with mines, the cap- 
ture of DPRK vessels, air raids on the KPA air bases, a “limited 
punishment attack” by US troops and the south Korean army, the 
intensification of reconnaissance flights, and so on. 

In line with the plans, huge ground, naval and air forces of the 
United States were concentrated in and around the Korean penin- 
sula. The peninsula was threatened with the danger of a sudden 
outbreak of war. 

In February Kim I] Sung declared that “We do not want war, 
but we are not afraid of it. Our people and People’s Army will 
retaliate for any retaliation of the US imperialists, return all-out 
war for all-out war.” 

Following this declaration, a statement of the Government of 
the DPRK was published and the entire army and all the people 
maintained combat readiness. 

As evidence of their acts of espionage was laid bare and the 
DPRK took a firm and resolute stand, the United States signed a let- 
ter of apology on December 23 recognizing the intrusion of the 
Pueblo into the territorial waters of the DPRK for the purpose of 
espionage and guaranteeing that it would not repeat such behaviour. 

In consideration of the request made by the US Government to 
deal leniently with the Pueblo crew, all 82 members of the Pueblo 
were expelled from the DPRK on that day. The corpse of a crew- 
man who had been killed while recklessly resisting capture, was 
handed over to the US side. But the ship and its equipment and 
weapons were all held. 
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Instead of drawing a lesson from the incident, the US imperial- 
ists sent a large-sized reconnaissance plane, the EC-121, belong- 
ing to the US Pacific Fleet into the air space of the DPRK on April 
15 the following year. The plane was destroyed in the air by the 
gunfire of the planes of the KPA as soon as it was detected. It was 
a justified punishment. However, the United States again distorted 
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the facts, claiming the spy plane had been shot down during 
“reconnaissance activities over the open sea”. Further aggravating 
the situation, it threatened to continue such reconnaissance flights 
and said that the development of situation depended on the “reac- 
tion” of the DPRK Government. 

The DPRK Government did not hesitate to publish a statement 
which exposed and condemned the provocative act of the United 
States, and proclaimed solemnly its self-defénsive stand. The 
United States was forced to back down. 


THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT 
On August 18, 1976, a US-provoked incident known as the 
“Panmunjom Incident” occurred within the joint security area of 


Panmunjom, on the Military Demarcation Line. 
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That morning, 14 US soldiers under the command of an officer 
arbitrarily began to cut down a tree within the joint security area, 
under the pretext that the tree was a hindrance to their observation. 
The act breached prior agreement that any such work must be 
agreed upon by both sides first. More seriously, as the guards of 
the KPA demanded suspension of their illegal act, the US Gls 
attacked them en masse with weapons. Compelled to take self- 
defensive measures, the guards of KPA side confronted the US 
troops daringly catching a flying axe thrown by the enemy and 
throwing it back at them. As the situation developed, the US side 
set loose its additional 30 soldiers on standby. Hand-to-hand fight 


The poplar tree 
chopped off by 
US soldiers 


Panmunjom on the line 
of territorial division 


broke out between the sides, resulting in two US officers dying on 
the spot and several men being wounded on both sides. 

The Ford administration ordered all its aggressive forces in 
south Korea to be on high alert and brought reinforcements of 
modern military equipment and troops to south Korea and neigh- 
bouring areas. The US 3rd Marine Division was sent to south 
Korea and a fleet of aircraft carriers, such as the Ranger and Mid- 
way, was committed to the seas off south Korea. The US air force 
was also put on alert. To cope with the situation, the DPRK put its 
entire army and all the people on a state of readiness and lambast- 
ed the United States for its provocation at the meetings of the Mil- 
itary Armistice Commission. The United States was again forced 
to back down. Consequently, the world-shaking incident caused 
by a tree drew to a close. 

According to the public opinion in Japan, this incident was an 
unpardonable sin committed by the United States as part of its 
attempts to aggravate tension, while the US newspaper The 
Guardian carried an editorial which commented that Washington 
gained nothing, except international disgrace, from the incident. 


THE LETTER OF ASSURANCE 
FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON 


The year 1993 found the Korean peninsula in a nuclear crisis 
because of the “suspicion about the DPRK’s nuclear develop- 
ment”, which the United States prompted the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to raise. 

After signing the Nuclear Safeguards Accord with the IAEA in 
1992 in pursuance of its policy against nuclear weapons and for 
peace, and on the precondition that the parties to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) would not deploy nuclear weapons on 
the Korean peninsula and would refrain from nuclear threat 
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against Korea, the DPRK received ad hoc inspections by the 
IAEA, the transparency of its peaceful nuclear activities being 
proved in the course of these. 

However, at a meeting of its Board of Governors held on 
February 25, 1993, the IAEA, at the instigation of some cliques in 
its Secretariat and some of its member states, and supported by the 
groundless information provided by a third party, passed a “reso- 
lution” forcing the DPRK to accept a “special inspection” of mili- 
tary facilities unrelated to its nuclear activities. Accepting the 
unjust inspection, which was outside the scope of the Nuclear 
Safeguards Accord and of the authority of the IAEA, would have 
meant justifying the espionage work of the United States, the 
other belligerent party, and opening the door to all its military 
sites. 

Simultaneously, the United States made public that it would 
resume the joint military exercise “Team Spirit” that year in south 
Korea, an annual nuclear war exercise which it had suspended 
temporarily, on a larger scale than ever before. This was an abso- 
lute infringement upon the DPRK’s sovereignty and a hostile act 
intended to demolish the socialist system in the north. It was as 
good as an ultimatum. The West predicted that the DPRK would 
put up the white flag as the odds were against it. 

On March 8, the DPRK declared a semi-war state throughout 
the country and warned that no one could touch an inch of its land 
or even a blade of its grass. The world at large claimed that this 
was a “military countermeasure, a move outpointing the United 
States”. 

Four days later, on March 12, the DPRK Government issued a 
statement saying that it was compelled to withdraw from the NPT 
as a measure to safeguard its interests. This was a “bombshell” to 
the West. The US administration, which regards nuclear control as 
a major lever for implementing its foreign policy, was shocked. 

A formal withdrawal from the NPT becomes effective 60 days 
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after its declaration, a provision which provided a way out for the 
United States. It gave up its military blackmail against the DPRK 
and proposed negotiation. 

On May 29, three days before the planned opening of the his- 
toric first round of DPRK-US talks, the DPRK test-fired its new- 
type missiles. It was in no way duty bound to notify the United 
States of the test-firing, but it did so intentionally. Three missiles 
were fired and, as notified, they hit their targets under the eyes of 
the United States, clearly showing that the DPRK was a powerful 
opponent that could not be underestimated. 

The first round of DPRK-US talks, held in New York from 
June 2, elicited a US commitment to refrain from threatening the 
DPRK with nuclear weapons, respect the political system of the 
DPRK and support the peaceful reunification of the north and the 
south of Korea. The commitment was made on June 11, just one 
day before the DPRK’s withdrawal from the NPT would become 
effective. As a result, the DPRK’s withdrawal from the NPT was 
shelved and the situation on the Korean peninsula eased. 

DPRK-US relations, however, soured again the following 
year. 

The United States came up with preconditions for the third 
round of the talks, demanding that the DPRK should accept the 
IAEA’s inspections and resume talks with the south of Korea. It 
threatened to apply “sanctions” against the DPRK unless the latter 
accepted the inspections by February 21, 1994, when the meeting 
of the Board of Governors of the IAEA was to be held. Japan, 
south Korea and the Western countries joined hands with the Unit- 
ed States. 

DPRK-US relations were further aggravated due to problems 
related to the change of fuel rods within the graphite-moderated 
reactor of the atomic power station in the DPRK. At that time, the 
fuel rods of the graphite-moderated reactor had to be replaced in 
line with scientific and technological requirements. 
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The replacement is required to be undertaken under the super- 
vision of the inspection team of the IAEA, as the plutonium that is 
obtained in the course of replacement can be used for manufactur- 
ing nuclear weapons. Proceeding from this requirement, the 
DPRK requested the IAEA to send its inspection team for supervi- 
sion of the undertaking. 

The IAEA, however, did not send its inspection team, instead 
threatening that if the fuel rods were replaced without its supervi- 
sion, it would ask the UN to take “sanctions” against the DPRK. 

Now that the replacement of fuel rods could no longer be 
deferred, the DPRK undertook the replacement and declared its 
immediate withdrawal from the IAEA through the statement of a 
spokesman of its Foreign Ministry dated June 13. 

It was at this time that the former US President, Jimmy Carter, 
came to the DPRK. In his long meetings with President 
Kim I] Sung on June 16 and 17, Carter expressed his full agree- 
ment with the attitude of the DPRK towards breaking the deadlock 
in DPRK-US relations with regard to the nuclear issue. 

Afterwards, the United States stepped back from its intention 
to discuss the matter of “sanctions” against the DPRK at the UN 
Security Council and came to the third round of DPRK-US talks. 
On October 20, 1994, Clinton sent Kim Jong II a letter of assur- 
ance in which he promised to fulfil the commitments made in the 
DPRK-USA Agreed Framework. 

On the following day, the DPRK-USA Agreed Framework 
was adopted in Geneva, an agreement the gist of which is as fol- 
lows: According to the US president’s letter of assurance, the 
United States would take action to provide the DPRK with light- 
water reactors with 2,000,000-kw generating capacity by 2003 and 
deliver to the DPRK 500,000 tons of heavy oil annually until the 
completion of the light-water reactor plant No.1, in order to com- 
pensate the latter for its energy loss due to the freezing of its 
graphite-moderated reactor and other relevant facilities. Provided 
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that it was assured by the United States on the delivery of the 
LWRs and heavy oil, the DPRK would freeze its graphite-moder- 
ated reactor and other relevant facilities and dismantle them even- 
tually. Three months after the signing of the agreement, both sides 
would lift their sanctions against one another, including restrictive 
measures against postal services and financial settlement. With the 
solution of the historical and other practical problems, both sides 
would open liaison offices in each other’s capital city and, with 
the progress in the solution of issues of mutual concern, upgrade 
their bilateral relations to ambassadorial level. The United States 
would neither use nuclear weapons against Korea nor threaten it 
with nuclear weapons, and the DPRK would remain as a party to 
the NPT and fulfil its commitments to the safeguards accord as 
required by the NPT. This was a remarkable event in the history 
of DPRK-US relations. That day The New York Times carried an 
article, under the headline Score: Who Is the Winner in Bargain 
with Korea?, in which it declared Kim Jong II as the “Winner”. 


“AN EXTRAORDINARY TRANSITION PERIOD” 


The Korean people, being unable to allay their agony over the 
grievous loss of President Kim II Sung, ardently wished to imme- 
diately acclaim Kim Jong I, who is the same as Kim II Sung, as 
the General Secretary of the WPK and as the President of the 
DPRK. Tens of thousands of letters expressing this desire were 
forwarded to the Party Central Committee every day. 

Upon receipt of a report on the situation, Kim Jong Il said: 
There is no need to hurry the election; the people’s painful wailing 
before the President’s hearse still remains fresh in their minds, so 
it is an inappropriate time for the President’s men to elect a new 
Party and state leadership and give cheers for it. 

In those days, some of the Western media concluded on the 
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basis of premature conjecture that an exceptional WPK congress 
and an extraordinary session of the Supreme People’s Assembly 
would soon be held to nominate the candidates for their top posi- 
tions, i.e. general secretary and president. 

As it became clear later that their conjecture based on standard 
international practice was wide of the mark, they then said that the 
DPRK had “‘its own special reason” for delaying the transfer of power. 


late 


The whole of Korea 
overjoyed at the news of 
Kim Jong Il’s_acclama- 
tion as the General Sec- 
retary of the WPK 


The DPRK maintained political stability for three years, an 
“extraordinary transition period”, much to the surprise of the West. 
The “interregnum” was called “an enigma of the late 20th century”. 

In this period of three years, Kim Jong I] worked heart and 
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soul, day and night, only to hold President Kim I] Sung in higher 
esteem and implement the President’s last instructions. 

In the meantime, the desire of the whole Party, the entire army 
and all the people to elect him to the top of the WPK and state 
hierarchies grew more intense. 

The conferences of the WPK organizations in the KPA, of the 
provinces and municipal cities directly under central authority and 
other bodies that fulfil the functions of provincial Party committees, 
which were held from September to early October, 1997, discussed 
the matter of electing Kim Jong II to the position of the General Sec- 
retary of the WPK. They adopted appropriate decisions amidst the 
wholehearted support and approval of all the delegates. 

On the basis of these decisions, the WPK Central Committee and 
Central Military Commission released a special report on October 8, 
solemnly declaring that Kim Jong II was acclaimed as the General 
Secretary of the WPK by the unanimous will of the Party members. 

In late July, 1998, when the DPRK issued instructions on the 
election of deputies to the 10th Supreme People’s Assembly, sev- 
eral preparatory committees were quickly formed in many coun- 
tries under titles such as “Preparatory Committee to Welcome 
Kim Jong II’s Election as President”. Preparations were made for 
events to support and welcome his election as DPRK President. 
Kim Jong II’s election as the President of the DPRK was a fore- 
gone conclusion inside and outside Korea. 

However, many people were amazed when the DPRK’s new 
Socialist Constitution was adopted and made public. Enshrined in its 
introduction is the statement that Kim II Sung, founder of socialist 
Korea, would be upheld as the eternal President of the DPRK. 

The First Session of the 10th DPRK Supreme People’s 
Assembly, which was held on September 5, elected Kim Jong I, 
the General Secretary of the WPK and Supreme Commander of 
the KPA, as the Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Com- 
mission, which constitutes the backbone in the machinery of the 
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state. This was a significant event in the history of the Korean 
nation, an event that provided a decisive guarantee for finally 
accomplishing the Juche revolutionary cause pioneered by Pres- 
ident Kim II Sung. 

Do not expect the slightest change from me; I will do every- 
thing as President KimI] Sung did—this is Kim Jong Il’s 
unshakeable conviction. 


KWANGMYONGSONG NO.1 LAUNCHED 
The late 1990s saw the DPRK successfully launch its first 


satellite, called Kwangmyongsong No.1 . 
The launch vehicle rose from the launching site of Musudan-ri, 


Taekwon-Do 


Korea had its own unique national martial arts, such as Thaekgyon 
and Subakhui. 

The mural paintings in the tombs from the period of Koguryo (277 
BC-668 AD) contain images of martial arts being performed. 

Taekwon-Do is a powerful and special martial art based on the tra- 
ditions of Korean martial arts and on the scientific and systematic 
application of the merits of 
other fighting disciplines. 

As a form of unarmed 
self-defence, Taekwon-Do 
employs a variety of agile 
body movements using 
mainly the feet and hands. 
It is composed of major 
movements, patterns, spar- 
ring, art of self-defence and 
display of power. 
Taekwon-Do is some- 


Hwadae County, North Hamgyong Province at 12:07 on August 
31, 1998. Four minutes and 53 seconds later, it put the artificial 
satellite into orbit. The satellite is turning in an elliptical orbit, 
218.82 km perigee and 6,978.2 km apogee from the earth, and its 
cycle is 165 minutes and 6 seconds. 

The three-staged launch vehicle and satellite that were 
launched successfully first time were manufactured using only 
domestic skills and technology. It is common knowledge that the 
launching of a satellite entails highly sophisticated science and 
technology. The technology of manufacturing and launching the 
satellite is an ensemble of applied space science and technology. It 
is by no means easy to acquire the technology for putting a satel- 
lite into orbit, as it involves complex tasks such as designing the 
system to control the supersonic launch vehicle, calculating the 
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times called a lofty art of self-defence in that it helps foster spiritual 
refinement. 

In the practice of Taekwon-Do training and games, all the technical 
terms are in Korean and the costume of its trainee is modelled on the 
original Korean one. Since the International Taekwon-Do Federation 
was founded in March 22, 1966, by its President Choe Hong Hi it has 
included over 130 national associations, organizing international cham- 
pionships and regional games. 


The DPRK players 
won gold medals at 
the 11th World Tae- 
kwon-do Champi- 
onship held in 1999. 


flying course of the rocket and developing a self-controlled rocket 
and the cast-off stages of the rocket. 

In the process of paving its path towards outer space, the DPRK 
explored new frontiers and resolved many new scientific and techno- 
logical problems. As was acknowledged by specialists, the cast-off 
technology of the Korea-made multistage rocket, its three-stage, 
solid-propellant, high-fidelity globular motor, its guiding devices and 
control technology are all of a very high standard. 

The DPRK’s development of its satellite would have been 
inconceivable without the spirit of self-reliance. The technology 
of launching a satellite is directly linked with ICBM technology, 
and is therefore included in the category of strict export restriction 
of developed nations. Worse still, 
the DPRK was subject to a severe 
technological, economic and mili- 
tary blockade by the West. 

As soon as the DPRK’s satellite 
was launched, the vice-president of 
the Russian Space Association said 
in an interview with ITAR-TASS, 
“To launch the satellite into orbit 
needs a very powerful launch vehi- 
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cle, equal to ICBM in terms of its capacity.” He clearly stated that 
no attempt had been made by the DPRK to contact Russian space 
experts and his association had never had a request for assistance 
from the DPRK in this field. 

The scientific and technological foundations in the sphere of 
artificial satellites had been laid long ago in the DPRK, and great 
success achieved in research in this field. In the 1980s the multi- 
stage rocket was developed, and in early 1990s all the prepara- 
tions for its launching were completed. The test-firing was post- 
poned, however, due to the situation in and around Korea. It was 
only to mark the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the founding 
of the DPRK, September 9, 1998, that the DPRK test-fired its arti- 
ficial satellite. The shock wave left by the launching was very 
strong indeed. 


THE CREATION OF A NEW MODE 
OF POLITICS—GIVING PRIORITY TO ARMY 


The dramatic reality of socialist Korea brings the attention of 
many politicians to the ability of Korea’s political leader, in par- 
ticular, to his method of leadership. 

Kim Jong II’s mode of politics is that of giving priority to the 
army. It means defending the homeland by building the People’s 
Army into an invincible army, strengthening the driving force of 
the revolution with the People’s Army as the pivot and model, and 
stepping up socialist construction as a whole using the People’s 
Army as the pillar of the revolution. 

This political method is not aimed merely at strengthening and 
developing military power; it is characterized by the method of 
tiding over the difficulties on the road of revolution by relying on 
military power and solving all problems satisfactorily by making 
the whole society take a cue from the example given by the army. 
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After the setback to socialism in the former Soviet Union and 
other Eastern European countries, and particularly following the 
death of President Kim I] Sung, the imperialists and their stooges 
stepped up their isolate-and-stifle policy against socialism and the 
DPRK. To make matters worse, natural disasters hit Korea for 
several consecutive years, plunging the country into even greater 
difficulty. 

Given the tense military and political situation, it was 
impossible to defend the country and successfully promote 
socialist construction unless strong national defence capabilities 
were prepared to help overcome the many challenges. Proceed- 


Jong Song Ok, “A Proud Daughter of Korea” 


Jong Song Ok was the winner of the gold medal in the Women’s 
Marathon Race during the Seventh World Field and Track Champi- 
onships, held in Seville, Spain, on August 29, 1999. 

Participated in this race the Ethiopian runner Fatuma Roba, winner 
of the gold medal at the Olympic Games, as well as scores of other 
world class runners. 

Jong caught up with Roba at the 38 km point and, from about 3 km 
away from the tape, began to accelerate past the other runners. Her time 
was two hours, 26 minutes and 59 seconds. 

At a press conference afterwards, Jong said proudly, “I envisioned 
the great leader Comrade Kim Jong I of the Korean people throughout 
the running course. This encouraged me greatly and became the source 
of my strength.” 

She was 25 years old. She is 162 cm tall and weighs 48 kg, 
rather weak for a marathon runner. Her career on the team lasted 
seven years, during which time she twice took first place at the 
national marathon race championships and third at a major interna- 
tional competition. 

Upon her return home as the “Queen of World Marathon Running”, 
Korea received her as the “Pride of Korea’, “A Proud Daughter of the 
Korean Nation”. More than one million citizens of Pyongyang turned 
out to give her a warm welcome. She was awarded the titles of Hero of 


ing from the requirements of the situation, Kim Jong Il created 
the new policy of giving priority to the army and maintained it 
consistently. 

From July 1994 to the end of 2000, he gave on-the-spot 
guidance to 560 different units of the People’s Army, big and 
small, covering about 58,320 km in the process. In the course of 
these inspections, he did his best to develop the KPA into an 
invincible army—staunch in ideology and conviction, strict in 
the sense of organization and discipline, and formidable in com- 
bat strength. 

The United States makes an issue of the DPRK’s hardline 


the DPRK, and People’s Athlete. She is now enjoying privileges pro- 
vided by the state. 


Rookie Jong Song Ok 
rushing towards the 
finish line 


Jong Song Ok at the welcome rally of the Pyongyang 
citizens held at the May Day Stadium 
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attitude towards it, though threatening “stern countermea- 
sures” and “nuclear punishment”, probably because it is 
frightened of the DPRK’s single-hearted unity and strong mili- 
tary power. 

The KPA is now a pillar of the country and a model for 
society. The entire nation is learning from the spirit, morality 
and culture created in the army, and the whole country is over- 
flowing with the revolutionary spirit of soldiers. This is a 
source of inexhaustible strength giving impetus to socialist 
construction. 

To give top priority to the army is a far-sighted scientific 
socialist policy in that it promises a bright future and ensures inde- 
pendent politics by which to pave the road of revolution using this 
internal driving force. It is the inheritance and development of 
President Kim II Sung’s revolutionary leadership method of giv- 
ing priority to the army, and a banner of the ever-victorious Kore- 
an revolution. 

Running through this mode of politics is Kim Jong II’s noble 
love for his country, his nation and his fellow people. 


THE DPRK-US JOINT COMMUNIQUE 


As the special envoy of Chairman Kim Jong I of the DPRK 
National Defence Commission, the First Vice-Chairman, Vice 
Marshal Jo Myong Rok, visited the United States of America from 
October 9 to 12, 2000. 

During his visit, a Joint Communique was issued by the two 
countries on October 12, 2000, in Washington, DC. 

The gist of the Joint Communique is as follows: 

Recognizing the changed circumstances on the Korean 
peninsula created by the historic inter-Korean summit, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United States 
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have decided to take steps to fundamentally improve their 
bilateral relations in the interests of enhancing peace and secu- 
rity in the Asia-Pacific region. The two sides agreed there are 
a variety of available means to reduce tension on the Korean 
peninsula and formally end the Korean War by replacing the 
1953 Armistice Agreement with permanent peace arrange- 
ments. 

As a crucial first step to improving the bilateral relations, the 
two sides stated that neither government would have hostile intent 
toward the other and confirmed the commitment of both govern- 
ments to make every effort in the future to build a new relation- 
ship free from past enmity. 

The two sides agreed to work to remove mistrust, build mutual 
confidence, and maintain an atmosphere in which they can deal 
constructively with issues of central concern. In this regard, the 
two sides reaffirmed that their relations should be based on the 
principles of respect for each other’s sovereignty and non-interfer- 
ence in each other’s internal affairs, and noted the value of regular 
diplomatic contacts. 

The two sides agreed to work together to develop mutually 
beneficial economic cooperation and exchange and noted the 
importance of resolution of the missile issue. To further the efforts 
to build new relations, the DPRK informed the US that it will not 
launch long-range missiles of any kind while talks on the missile 
issue continue. 

The two sides pledged to redouble their commitment and 
their efforts to fulfil their respective obligations in their entire- 
ty under the Agreed Framework. In this regard, they noted the 
value of the access which removed US concerns about the 
underground site at Kumchang-ri and that in recent years they 
have begun to work cooperatively in areas of common human- 
itarian concern. 

It was agreed that the US Secretary of State will visit the 


199 


DPRK in the near future to convey the views of US President 
William Clinton directly to Chairman Kim Jong Il of the DPRK 
National Defence Commission and to prepare for a possible visit 
by the President of the United States. 

In accordance with the Joint Communique, US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright visited Pyongyang from October 23 to 25, 2000. 


THE GRAND OCTOBER FESTIVAL 


The WPK celebrated the 55th anniversary of its founding 
as a grand festival of socialist victory at the end of the 20th 
century. 

The WPK is the leading political body in Korea. 

Parades of the KPA and of the citizens were held in celebra- 
tion of the WPK’s 55th founding anniversary at Kim II Sung 
Square in the capital city of Pyongyang on October 10, 2000. 

The columns of cadets of various military academies, 
guard units, revolutionary schools, Worker-Peasant Red 
Guards and Young Red Guards marched proudly past the ros- 
trum. 

The military parade was followed by a sea of flowers carried 
by parading columns of citizens, including a column of the 
WPK’s flag with a statue of President Kim I] Sung at its fore, 
KPA officers’ wives, lively dancing groups, heroes, heroines and 
merited workers, Children’s Union members, youth, a brass band 
and drum beaters, all interspersed with floats or holding a variety 
of picture boards and slogans. 

The emotional scene of the paraders waving bouquets of 
flowers and cheering at the top of their voices, their hearts and 
joy bursting with admiration for Kim Jong I], was an entranc- 
ing picture of one single organism woven together with the 
absolute mutual belief and trust between the leader and peo- 
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ple, the Party and people, and by affection for and loyalty to 
each other. 

The night of October 11 saw Kim I] Sung Square in great fes- 
tivity, adorned by a colourful party and a cheerful torchlight pro- 
cession of youth and students. 

A storm of acclamation burst out and fireworks lit up the sky 
over the May Day Stadium on the night of October 12, when 
100,000 young people and artists staged an epic mass gymnastics 
and artistic performance, titled The Ever-Victorious Workers’ 
Party of Korea, in celebration of the WPK’s 55th founding 
anniversary. 

The pictures and words highlighting the greatness of the WPK, 
which has brought about the present-day victory after surmounting 
all challenges thanks to the nation’s single-hearted unity under the 
banner of the Juche idea, and explaining the source of its might, 
were displayed on the stadium backdrop one after another, while 
beautiful scenes of athletic mass movements and rhythmic dance 
to the tune of cheerful music were unfolded on the field of the sta- 
dium and on special stages. 

During the October festival, a national seminar, a national 
book exhibition, a national people’s art festival and various other 
colourful celebration events took place. 

A variety of grand celebrations were also held in many 
countries across the five continents of the world to mark the 
occasion. 

Around 800 heads of state and political parties and promi- 
nent individuals in more than 110 countries presented gifts, 
congratulatory messages, flower baskets, certificates of hon- 
orary citizenship and medals to Kim Jong Il, the General Secre- 
tary of the WPK. The preparatory committees for the celebra- 
tion of the WPK’s 55th founding anniversary, made up of over 
100 heads of political parties, including high-ranking officials 
of ruling parties, were formed in more than 50 countries. 
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Colourful events such as meetings, banquets, film-shows, book 
and photo exhibition, games and art performances took place in 
more than 100 countries. 

The celebrations to mark the WPK’s 55th founding anniver- 
sary, worthy of special note in the history of Korean nation, were 
significant political events which successfully summed up the 
20th century, full of heart-rending trials and misery for Korea, and 
demonstrated the will of the Korean people to set out on a vigor- 
ous march in the 21st century for the building of a powerful 
socialist country of Juche at full speed, and with the pride and 
self-confidence of victors. 


KOREA’S BLUEPRINT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 


On the threshold of the long-awaited 21st century, the Korean 
people are visualizing the future with joy and optimism. 

In the new century, Juche Korea will prosper as a powerful 
reunified state and its Juche revolutionary cause will emerge vic- 
torious. 

Korea’s tenet, its political ideal, is manifested in 
Kim Jong I’s politics. They are characterized by independence, 
unity and love for the country and the nation. It means building 
a strong independent country by embodying the Juche idea to 
the letter, and creating a paradise whose power is formidable 
and in which all prosper and all citizens lead an affluent life, by 
the united efforts of the entire population, prompted by love for 
their country and nation. 

The blueprint for Korea’s future envisioned by the Korean 
people is not simply an ideal but a feasible plan that will be trans- 
lated into reality in the course of history. 

Korea’s all-powerful weapon for materializing its ambition in 
the new century is an ever-victorious revolutionary strategy of 
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giving top priority to the army. Nothing will change the revolu- 
tionary mode of maintaining the principle of giving precedence to 
military affairs, the principle on which to solve all problems aris- 
ing in the building and development of the state and promote the 
cause of socialism. This is because the method of promoting revo- 
lution by giving priority to the army is the only way to maintain 
independence, achieve unity and hold on to one’s love for the 
country and nation. 

It is self-evident that so long as the dominationist forces 
remain on this planet, strong military capability should be built up 
to guarantee the existence of a country and nation and ensure its 
prosperity. 

History leaves lessons in its wake, lessons from which the peo- 
ple draw truth. 

Looking back on the 20th century, the Korean people are 
full of confidence that victory will be theirs. The truth they 
have found is that only when they have a great, prominent man 
as their leader, and they are guided by a great ideology, can 
they forge ahead bravely through any storm and emerge victo- 
rious. 

The leadership of Kim Jong Il, a prominent and great man, is 
the key factor that inspires the Korean people with confidence of 
their victory in the new century. 

The New York Times carried a full-page special feature, part of 
which reads: General Kim Jong II has emerged as the sun of the 
21st century; the objective of his independent politics is Korea’s 
emergence as a powerful nation. The Iranian newspaper Teheran 
Times, dated January 1, 2000, carried an article, under the head- 
line, A Great Man’s Quality Attracts Mankind, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

“The whole world speaks highly of Kim Jong II as the leader 
of the 21st century, mainly because of his great quality, worthy of 
a prominent man. 
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“He possesses extraordinary talent and qualifications. 

“He is a prominent ideologist, a great statesman, a matchless 
commander, a maestro of science and technology and a genius of 
art and literature. 

“A peerless man, Kim Jong Il mingles well with ordinary peo- 
ple; he is very friendly towards all others. 

“Prior to their agreement with his ideology and ideal, the peo- 
ple would more often than not find themselves entranced by his 
modesty, kind-hearted manner and lofty personality. It is not sur- 
prising that the south Korean people, having seen him on televi- 
sion at the time of the historic Pyongyang Meeting, have been 
attracted to him.” 
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President Kim I] Sung and Kim Jong II in discussion 
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Supreme Commander of the KPA, Kim Jong II, salutes on the 
platform of Kim I] Sung Square a column of paraders during a 
military parade and mass rally held in celebration of the 55th 
anniversary of the WPK in October Juche 89 (2000). 
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Mass rally in celebration of the 55th anniversary 
of the founding of the WPK 
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Grand mass gymnastics and artistic performance 
The Ever-Victorious Workers’ Party of Korea 
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